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NEW OUTBREAKS

NEW OUTBREAKS

NEW OUTBREAKS

TOTAL REPORTED
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

TOTAL OUTBREAKS

TOP 5 REPORTED
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES
PER MONTH

1. COVID-19 (3418)

1. COVID-19 (305)

1. COVID-19 (93)

2. CHLAMYDIA (31)

2. CHLAMYDIA (22)

2. CHLAMYDIA (30)

3. GONORRHEA (14)

3. GONORRHEA (9)

3. GONORRHEA (12)

4. HEPATITIS C (7)

4. INFLUENZA-ASSOCIATED

4. HEPATITIS C (5)

5. HEPATITIS B (2)

HOSPITALIZATION (3)
5. CAMPYLOBACTERIOSIS (2)

5. HEPATITIS B (3)

*Numbers are preliminary and subject to change
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WHAT' S NEW IN
PUBLIC HEALTH?
COVID-19 Stealth Omicron Variant
As cases for the Omicron variant have greatly declined since February, this improvement could be interrupted by a
new subvariant of Omicron that is deemed even more contagious. "Stealth Omicron" or Omicron BA.2 has been
discovered to be more contagious than the original Omicron variant and already makes up greater than 70% of all
new COVID cases in the United States. The subvariant was given its name Stealth Omicron because scientists
noticed the mutation of this variant appears differently on lab tests when compared to the original Omicron. We
do not anticipate a spike in cases like the introduction of Delta or Omicron, because the subvariant is so similar to
the original strain of Omicron. Although the mutation appears differently, it is still important to get tested if you
suspect COVID infection.
Communicability and Severity of BA.2
Subvariant Omicron BA.2 has caused a spike in cases in European countries like the United Kingdom. It's
possible that the highly contagious subvariant could do the same in the U.S. Early data from the CDC shows that
the subvariant is even more contagious than Omicron BA.1 which was 2.7 to 3.7 times more contagious than the
delta variant from the summer of 2021.
BA.2 does not appear to cause more severe health outcomes than the original Omicron variant.
Current public health experts are expecting a spike in number of COVID-19 cases, but nothing that compares to
the spike during the introduction of Delta during October 2021.
Vaccination and Boosters
For those who are still unvaccinated it is not too late to seek vaccination in order to protect yourself from
Omicron BA.2 and other variants we could see in the future
For those who are vaccinated but have not yet received a booster dose, studies continue to show that the extra
dose of a booster shot can enhance protect from COVID and strengthen immunity.
Regardless of vaccination status, masks, social distancing when able, frequent handwashing and remaining alert
for any COVID symptoms are important to slow the spread of this new subvariant.

Candida auris Outbreaks
The Ohio Department of Health alongside local public health and healthcare organizations are investigating an
outbreak of Candida auris. The outbreak has effected multiple healthcare facilities including acute care, skilled
nursing facilities and long-term acute care hospitals. Candida auris is a dangerous fungus due to the possibility of
drug resistance, rapid spread, and significant cause of morbidity or mortality in those infected.
Due to this outbreak, healthcare facilities in Ohio should be on alert for any cases of Candida auris, implement
transmission based precautions appropriate for this fungus, and work with public health professional on ways to
screen for Candida auris to prevent further spread.
Laboratories should consult CDC guidance on the best testing methodologies to correctly identify Candida auris.
Additional information regarding the Ohio Department of Health Alert for ongoing Candida auris outbreaks can
be found here.
The transfer or acceptance of a patient should be based on the
facility’s ability to provide the appropriate level of care and not
dependent on the patient’s C. auris status.
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Tick Identification & Surveillance
ECHD conducts seasonal tick surveillance annually in
spring/summer months when ticks are most common. Areas
of the county that are regularly inspected include parks
where there is tall grass and woods that are visited by people
and pets that they can affect.
The public is encouraged to participate in tick surveillance as
well. Individuals can deliver ticks found in the county to
ECHD. The ticks will then be sent down to ODH for proper
tick identification through their zoonosis program.

Common Ohio Ticks:
Blacklegged Ticks: (Ixodes scapularis) This tick is also known
as the deer tick. This specific species is responsible for
transmitting the bacteria that causes Anaplasmosis and
Lyme Disease as well as the parasite that causes Babesiosis.

DID YOU KNOW THE ERIE COUNTY
HEALTH DEPARTMENT COLLECTS TICKS
FROM THE COMMUNITY FOR
SURVEILLANCE?
Any individual residing in Erie County may
drop off ticks for identification.
Ticks must be intact and a final report will
be given to the submitter regarding
identification results.
Contact Taylor Kula (tkula@echdohio.org)
for additional information on this program.

Lone Star Ticks: (Amblyomma americanum) This species
transmits the bacteria that is the cause of Ehrlichiosis. Other
diseases have been reported to be transmitted as well.
American Dog Tick: (Dermacentor variabilis) Transmission of
bacteria from this species of tick to human is able to cause
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever.

Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (H5N1)
Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) has been found in multiple states across the US including Ohio. HPAI is a very
contagious form of influenza that infects birds and is often fatal to chickens. HPAI can be devastating for poultry farmers
whose flocks become infected which makes this such a serious disease. The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service of
the USDA monitors samples of wild birds, commercial and non-commercial birds for the disease. While the disease is
often found in wild birds without any symptoms, it can greatly affect domestic birds. On March 30th, 2022 the USDA
confirmed HPAI in a backyard chicken flock in Franklin County, Ohio. Several species of birds (wild and domestic) have
tested positive for HPAI in Ohio, with one herring gull testing positive in Erie County on March 10, 2022.
Signs of HPAI infection in birds include: Sudden death, lack of energy, lack of appetite, purple discoloration and swelling
Bird owners who suspect infection of HPAI in their poultry or pet birds should call the Ohio Department of
Agriculture, Animal Health: 614-728-6220.

Erie County Wireless Emergency Notification System (WENS)
The Erie County Health Department's Office of Epidemiology & Surveillance is responsible for ensuring Erie County's
preparedness for a public health emergency, strengthening our ability to respond as a community to all types of public
health incidents, and monitoring the overall health of Erie County.
History has shown that quickly alerting the medical community of impending disasters, both physical and biological,
can reduce loss of life and improve communication among key responders.
ECHD provides the following types of alerts to our medical community:
Urgent public health incidents
Periodic disease alerts
Quarterly Communicable Disease Updates
Increased Influenza Activity alerts
Large foodborne illness outbreak alerts
Weekly Influenza Reports (during flu season)
Contact Ashley Franks (afranks@echdohio.org) for more information!

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Erie County Health Department (419) 626-5623 x5200
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention www.cdc.gov
Ohio Department of Health www.odh.ohio.gov
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