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About Creating Healthy Communities: 
Creating Healthy Communities (CHC) is committed to preventing and reducing
chronic disease statewide. Through cross-sector collaboration, we are activating
communities to improve access to and affordability of healthy food and increase
opportunities for physical activity where Ohioans live, work and play. By
implementing sustainable evidence-based strategies, CHC is creating a culture of
health.

About Walk Audits: 
A Walk Audit looks at the streets, sidewalks, and physical activity spaces in your
neighborhood to find the best walking route. Criteria like safety, housing,
playability, and the amount of congestion per route help plan the future routes.
This information is then used to create walking maps, city-level policies, and
infrastructural changes to better accommodate the diverse needs of residents
and visitors. 

About Professional Developmental Bike Rides: 
A Professional Development Bike Ride is hosted by Toole Design, an engineering
and planning firm specializing in active, multimodal transportation. A
representative of the firm guides participants on a city-wide bike ride, educating
them on bike-related safety protocols, laws, and hazards to be aware of. It is
suggested to invite participants whose careers carry a heavy weight on the future
of bike lanes, policies, and other infrastructural projects.  Common examples
include decision-makers like elected officials, engineers, chief planners, and Ohio
Department of Transportation representatives. 

Creating Healthy Communities conducted a Walk Audit in July of
2021 and a Professional Development Bike Ride in August of 2021
to investigate the daily successes and challenges of a pedestrian
or cyclist for the City of Sandusky. 

Introduction

Creating Healthy Communities
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The Gaps and Generators Map is a result of an interactive workshop with Toole
Design and community members. Collectively, the team identified
infrastructural barriers for the pedestrian and biking community, resulting in 3
priority areas. The priority areas were further investigated with walk audits and
a professional bike ride. 

Gaps and Generators Map

Key: 

Gaps & Barriers Destinations & Routes Bike/Ped. Crashes 2016-2020

Priority Areas



Playability/Recreation 

Criteria ranged from access to benches, play equipment, water fountains, and shade. Playability
and Recreation is also concerned with deteriorating asphalt and the lack of open spaces for
children to participate in outdoor physical activity. 

Neighborhood Streets And Sidewalks

Criteria ranged from whether sidewalks were wide enough with room to pass other walkers, if
sidewalks were uneven or cracked, and if there were areas in which sidewalks were missing for
designated walking areas. 

Community Gathering Places

Criteria was concerned with the availability of designated areas to purchase food, gather with
friends, and worship as a community. Creating Healthy Communities prioritizes the availability
of healthy food options; thus, an added emphasis on access to healthy food was stressed.
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Criteria for Evaluation - Walk

Safety 

Criteria was concerned with the availability of lighting, the state of traffic, and whether drivers
obey stop signs and crosswalks. 

The online tool Walk Score provides ratings of walkability that are based on closeness to nearby
destinations. The system calculates walking routes to various destinations, giving maximum
points to destinations that can be reached within 5 minutes, decreasing scores for destinations
further away, and giving no points for destinations outside of a 30 minute walk. Factors such as
population density, block length, and intersection density are also included to provide a rating of
pedestrian friendliness. Walk Score (www.walkscore.com)

Sandusky received a Walk Score of 44 on a scale of 0 to 100. 

Sandusky is a car-dependent city.

The criteria was chosen to evaluate the active
transportation standards for the pedestrian community
of Sandusky. The remarks will be utilized to meet the
goals of the Creating Healthy Communities grant and
other active living objectives within the community. 



Playability/Recreation 

Criteria ranged from access to benches, play equipment, water fountains, and shade. Playability
and Recreation is also concerned with deteriorating asphalt and the lack of open spaces for
children to participate in outdoor physical activity. 

Neighborhood Streets 

Criteria ranged from whether streets were built for cyclists to share the road, the presence or
absence of bike lanes and/or center lines, and whether there were any cracks or infrastructural
barriers in the road.  

Community Gathering Places

Criteria was concerned with the availability of designated areas to purchase food, gather with
friends, and worship as a community. Creating Healthy Communities prioritizes the availability
of healthy food options; thus, an added emphasis on access to healthy food was stressed.
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Criteria for Evaluation - Bike

Safety 

Criteria was concerned with the availability of lighting, the state of traffic, and whether drivers
obey the laws concerning cyclists. 

The online tool Bike Score is the a quantitative measure of the bikeability of a location based on
the availability bike lanes, hilliness, road connectivity, nearby amenities, and the percent of
people in that area who bike to work. Bike Score (www.walkscore.com)

Sandusky received a Bike Score of 48 on a scale of 0 to 100. 

Sandusky is somewhat bikeable. 

The criteria was chosen to evaluate the active
transportation standards for the cycling community of
Sandusky. The remarks will be utilized to meet the goals
of the Creating Healthy Communities grant and other
active living objectives in the community. 



Assets

Very few accessible sidewalks -
lack on the south side of Perkins
where Kroger’s, Dollar General,
Goodwill, and other
shops/businesses exist, which is
indicative as a place of work and
community gathering.
Crosswalks need repainted and
push buttons need to be checked 
Narrow sidewalks with evident
cracks and unevenness
More shade/shelters needed 

Access to healthy
food (Kroger’s)
and businesses
along Perkins
Avenue

Presence of a grocery store
with healthy food options,
including other convenience
stores for the community 
Lighting and traffic signals
in operation

Priority Area Challenges

Five-point
intersections
along Columbus
Avenue and Poplar
Street

Available shade with benches 
Presence of a park, place of
worship, and learning center
Traffic is primarily calm with
proper lighting

Sidewalks were uneven, cracked or
broken
Crosswalks were barely visible 
Lack of crossing lines, signals, and
push buttons

Lack of available shade
No benches or tables for seating
No working water fountain
No sidewalk on the South side of
Perkins Avenue
Kids going to nearby fast food

Access to School
along Hayes
Avenue from the
intersection of
Perkins Avenue

Sidewalks had minimal
cracks and unevenness along
Hayes Avenue
Push buttons worked 
Proper painting along Hayes,
near school
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Assets and Challenges
-Walk 
"Walking: the most ancient exercise and
still the best modern exercise."



Assets

Bike racks at Kroger’s, but lacking
at other facilities (Plaza)
The south side of Perkins needs
repainted
Cracks in pavement
Drivers speeding with heavy traffic
Heavy construction zone - lack of
entry ways for the cycling and
pedestrian community

Access to healthy
food (Kroger’s) and
businesses along
Perkins Avenue

Priority Area Challenges

Five-point
intersections along
Columbus Avenue
and Poplar Street

Medical hospital  available
to the community 
Bike racks and repair
station to be installed on
the main campus of
Firelands

Heavy traffic
Lack of education on bicycle laws
(experienced honking by fellow
drivers)
Lack of bike racks near parks and
shelters for storage/shade

Uneven pavement along Perkins
Avenue as you approach the
intersection of Hayes Avenue 
Cracks in the pavement which is
dangerous to cyclists 
Most of the drivers passed with care,
but others were not respectful and
were close to the fellow cyclists

Access to School
along Hayes Avenue
from the
intersection of
Perkins Avenue
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Assets and Challenges
-Bike
"Commuting by bicycle is an absolutely essential part of my day. It’s mind-
clearing, invigorating. I get to go out and pedal through the countryside in the
early morning hours, and see life come back and rejuvenate every day as the
sun is coming out.”

The 7-point intersection is
confusing to drivers and cyclists
when determining the right of way.
Crossing the roads are dangerous
to pedestrians and cyclists as one
has to be cautious of multiple
intersections.
Crosswalks need to be repainted. 

7-point intersection
near Miami Park,
along Central
Avenue

Bike racks along Hayes
Avenue and at school
Availability of shade,
benches, and open spaces
for physical activity
Good lighting

Bike racks at Kroger's, a
place for food access and
employment
Lack of bike lanes,
however, the drivers gave
cyclists enough space and
the right of way

Availability of shade,
benches, and open spaces
for physical activity 
Good lighting
Traffic is calm



More than one-fourth of bicycle
fatalities were caused by hit-and-run
accidents in 2020.

25+%

2020 Fatal Crashes - Vehicular
Data regarding fatal crash reports for vehicles in Erie County.
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Creating Healthy Communities

Dark - Roadway Not Lighted
50%

Daylight
30%

Dawn / Dusk
10%

Dark - Lighted Roadway
10%

Clear
70%

Cloudy
20%

Snow
10%

Dry
90%

Wet
10%

The data from 2020 demonstrates the road
conditions that were conducive of a fatal crash
for drivers. Although ECHD does not have data

for cyclist crashes in 2020, it is important to
take note of the road conditions as drivers and

cyclists share the road. Other causes of fatal
crashes (both vehicular and bicycle) include

intoxication, distracted driving, and speeding. 



Audit Pictures

Columbus Avenue
Check push buttons, repaint crosswalk
Five-point intersection
Mild traffic, hospital nearby

B
ik

e 
an

d 
W

al
k 

R
ep

or
t 2

02
1

Hayes Avenue
School in proximity 
Open spaces for physical activity 
Cracks in sidewalk 

Perkins Avenue
Uneven sidewalk 
Overgrowth of vegetation
Heavy traffic 

Creating Healthy Communities



Distribute Results & Mobilize Partners01
Meet with Planners and Engineers at City Hall to discuss
the results of the audit report, current and/or future active
transportation plans, and the steps necessary to implement
active living initiatives. This will allow for transparency of
priority setting across multiple organizations that are
accountable for infrastructural changes. 

Advocate for active transportation with the

City of Sandusky's Mobility Plan 
02

Meet with Planners and Engineers at City Hall to further
implement active living initiatives through the adoption of
a Complete Street (CS) policy. CS policy establishes the
foundation for ensuring that all streets in a community serve
all users, either through new construction or redesign of
existing streets. Example techniques include road diets,
pedestrian improvements, and traffic calming. 

Implement projects with supplemental funding

& community support
03

Gaps and unevenness in sidewalks that need to be filled
Crosswalks that need to be repainted 
Clearing of brush and overgrowth along pathways
Updated push buttons 
Installation of bike racks
Installation of bike lanes

Proposed infrastructural changes include: 
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Next Steps
Where do we go from here? Audit reports are not just about

looking back, but also looking forward.

This Audit Report is a continuous work in progress - a way for Creating Healthy
Communities and other vested organizations to track the current status of walking

and cycling conditions with proposed improvements for the community. This section
outlines strategies and next steps for continuing the good work done so far.

Creating Healthy Communities



"Making the Healthy Choice the Easy
Choice" With Active Transportation, we

increase collective...
 

HEALTH
WEALTH

OPPORTUNITY

Leading by
Example

B
ik

e 
an

d 
W

al
k 

R
ep

or
t 2

02
1

Creating Healthy Communities

LEFT: People who live in walkable
neighborhoods are twice as likely to get the
recommended daily amount of physical
activity. 3 hours of biking per week can reduce
your risk of heart disease by 50%

BELOW: Research shows that bike and
walking trails have the potential to create
jobs, expand local businesses, and enhance
property values. Featured below is an
example of an economically stable, complete
street. 

Pave the Path Forward.


