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MESSAGE TO THE COMMUNITIES
On behalf of the Erie County Board of Health, we wish to present this 2018 Annual Report to our citizens.
Thank you for your support, as the Erie County Health Department / Erie County Community Health Center
is now offering more services designed to integrate health care, environmental and social programming with
the needs of our communities.
The Agency focus continues to revolve around patient centered care. We are proud to offer a full complement
of primary care, oral care and behavioral / mental health services.
As you will see in the report, our Environmental Health, Behavioral Health, Community Health, Public Health
Nursing and Erie County Community Health Center programs continue to offer great services to our local
and regional communities.
Please consider a visit to your Erie County Health Department/Erie County Community Health Center, either
as a guest to tour our campus, or to receive any of the services we provide. Our communities are healthier, our
friends, family and neighbors are making much more educated decisions about their healthcare, nutrition,
activities and life decisions.
If you know anyone who may need help in any way, feel free to start with us at the Erie County Health
Department. Our stakeholder network gives us the ability to be a direct provider or a simple reference
for care.
In 2018, we added to our staff and clinician teams. Chiropractic services are now available which compliment
most needs we see.
In 2019, we look to open two new Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) sites that will provide direct
care to our communities, most notably will be the behavioral health/mental health services that are so
desperately needed.
Please call me (419-656-2796) if I can be of assistance to you.

Sincerely,

						
Peter T. Schade, MPH, RS
Erie County Health Commissioner
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ERIE COUNTY DISTRICT ADVISORY COUNCIL
The purpose of the Erie County District Advisory Council is to elect its officers, appoint members to the
Erie County Board of Health, receive and consider the annual or special reports of the Erie County Health
Department and make recommendations to the Erie County Board of Health in regard to matters for the
betterment of health and sanitation within the Health District, or for needed legislation.
The District Advisory Council membership consists of the President of the Erie County Board of
Commissioners, the chief executive of each municipal corporation not constituting a city health district
(mayors of cities and villages), and the chairperson of board of township trustees of each township in the
Erie County General Health District or their designated representatives.
The District Advisory Council met on March 19, 2018 at 12:00 noon, at their annual meeting.

ERIE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH
The Erie County Board of Health is a separate body politic. The Board of Health and the Erie County Health
Department are an independent agency operating under Ohio Revised Code and Ohio Administrative
Code in Erie County, Ohio. The Erie County Board of Health members are appointed by the three
principal cities and the Erie County District Advisory Council. The Board of Health in turn appoints the
Health Commissioner. The purpose of the Erie County Board of Health is to define the organization’s
target populations to be served; evaluate the accomplishments of the program plan; hire the executive
officer (Health Commissioner); take a lead in the development of financial resources and represent
the public interest. Board of Health meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month except the
December meeting as posted, at 6:00 PM in the Erie County Health Department Board Room located at
420 Superior Street, Sandusky and are open to the public.

Board of Health Members
Mrs. Linda Miller-Moore, President
Mr. Michael D. Kaufman, Esq.
Dr. Dina C. Bauer, DPM		
Mr. Richard Bulan		
Dr. Marsha D. Cooper, MD
Mrs. Thelma Darden		
Mrs. Julie Foster		
Mr. Joey Supina		
Mr. John P. Jones		
Dr. Richard Keller, MD		
Mr. George Steinemann
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Appointing Authority
District Advisory Council		
District Advisory Council
City of Vermilion
District Advisory Council
City of Sandusky
City of Sandusky
District Advisory Council
City of Sandusky
City of Huron
City of Sandusky
City of Sandusky

ERIE COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Erie County Health Department is the Co-Applicant public entity with the Erie County Community
Health Center. The board’s mission is to provide affordable quality, comprehensive primary and
preventative health care across all life cycles in a patient centered medical home environment.

At least 51 percent of board members are patients served by the health center. Patient and non-patient
members of the board should, as a group, reasonably represent the individuals who are served by the
health center in terms of demographic factors, such as race, ethnicity, and gender.

Erie County Community Health Center Board
Mr. Timothy Horgan, MPH; President
Mr. Tim Betton, Vice President
Ms. Flora Irby, Secretary
Mr. Robert Carter, Treasurer
Mr. Andres Rodrigues Roque
Ms. Chris Ferguson
Ms. Regina Pool
Mr. Nestor Rave
Ms. Lori Stapleton
Mrs. Frankie Byrd
Ms. Erinn Maschari
Mrs. Marva Jackson

Erie County Community Health Center Board meetings are held on the second Monday of
each month, at 5:00 PM in the Erie County Health Department Board Room.
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EPIDEMIOLOGY & SURVEILLANCE
The purpose of the Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance is to monitor the health status of Erie County by
investigating and containing emerging health issues. Routine monitoring of several electronic databases,
such as emergency department visits, over-the-counter pharmaceuticals, and school absenteeism, is
one way ECHD detects unusual increases of disease in the community. The Office of Epidemiology and
Surveillance is also
responsible for reporting and investigating infectious diseases that pose a public
Epidemiology
& Surveillance
health concern to the community.
The purpose of the Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance is to monitor the health status of Erie County
by investigating and containing emerging health issues. Routine monitoring of several electronic databases,
such as emergency department visits, over-the-counter pharmaceuticals, and school absenteeism, is one
way ECHD detects unusual increases of disease in the community. The Office of Epidemiology and
Surveillance is also responsible for reporting and investigating infectious diseases that pose a public health
concern to the community.

In 2018, the Office of Epidemiology & Surveillance investigated:

878

diagnosed
reportable
In 2018, the Office Newly
of Epidemiology
& Surveillance
investigated:

878
42

42

11
11

diseases

newly diagnosed reportable diseases

Unusual emergency room visit events

unusual emergency room visit events

infectious disease outbreaks

Infectious disease outbreaks

Ashley Franks, Epidemiologist, explains
to Epidemiologist, explains how to
Ashley how
Franks,
investigate disease outbreaks
at the BGSUdisease
Firelandsoutbreaks at the BGSU Firelands
investigate
Women in STEM program, November 2018.

Women in STEM program, November 2018.

In addition to investigating individual disease reports, the Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance also
gathers and analyzes county-wide disease data to identify trends in the population; including diseaseIn addition to investigating individual disease reports, the Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance also
specific risk factors, demographic information, and treatment compliance for various reportable diseases.
gathers and analyzes county-wide disease data to identify trends in the population; including diseaseAs shown in the following graph, chlamydia, gonorrhea, and hepatitis C were the most commonly
specific risk factors, demographic information, and treatment compliance for various reportable diseases.
reported.

As shown in the following graph, chlamydia, gonorrhea, and hepatitis C were the most commonly reported.

Number of Reported Cases
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DID YOU KNOW?
Ohio Administrative Code 37013 requires hospitals, laboratories,
and healthcare providers to report
80+ infectious diseases to the
local health department for further
follow-up and investigation.

Division of Finance, Administration, Grants and
DIVISION
OF FINANCE, ADMINISTRATION,
Accreditation

This Division is charged
with ACCREDITATION
the financial planning and all of the details surrounding the fiscal
GRANTS
AND

of the with
agency
billing, accounts
payable,
Thismanagement
Division is charged
the including
financial planning
and all ofreceivable,
the detailsaccounts
surrounding
the fiscal management
purchasing,
payroll,
human
resource,
logistics,
facilities
management,
work
force
training,
vital
of the agency including billing, accounts receivable, accounts payable, purchasing, payroll,
human
resource,
statistics,
and
various
departmental
programs.
logistics, facilities management, work force training, vital statistics, and various departmental programs.
County
Health
Department
operates
in part
from
three
separate
levies,
.2, .3,
.5 levy.
TheThe
ErieErie
County
Health
Department
operates
in part
from
three
separate
levies,
a .2,a .3,
andand
.5 mill
mill levy. These levies account for just 19.4% of our annual budget. A full 80.6% comes from
These levies account for just 19.4 percent of our annual budget. A full 80.6 percent comes from outside
outside funding through grants and other sources. As we continue to use financial guideposts
funding
through
grantsexpansions,
and other sources.
As we
continue
toexpect
use financial
plan our service
to plan
our service
our county
residents
can
to see guideposts
this trend oftodecreased
expansions,
county
residents
can expect
tofuture.
see this trend of decreased reliance on levy funding continue
reliance our
on levy
funding
continue
into the
into the future.

REVENUE
Grants
Levies (2/10,
3/10, 5/10)
Medicaid
Contracts
Permits, Licenses
Program Fees
Private Insurance
Vital Statistics
Medicare
State Subsidy
Training Fees
Other Income

2018 REVENUE AND EXPENSES
EXPENSES

4,100,382.72
2,176,387.96

36.54%
19.40%

Salaries, Benefits
Contractual Services

1,856,820.34
909,255.50

16.55%
8.10%

799,926.89
530,709.10
492,755.20
210,321.00
55,813.25
41,962.84
30,595.00
16,365.94
------------------11,221,295.74

7.13%
4.73%
4.39%
1.87%
0.50%
0.37%
0.27%
0.15%
----------100.00%

Supplies
Lab Fees and
Medications
State Fees
Travel and Training
Communications
Maintenance
Equipment
Other Expense

7,577,925.01
2,571,750.24

65.36%
22.18%

395,885.74
332,729.01

3.41%
2.87%

248,074.96
157,333.79
120,293.86
82,606.77
58,417.10
48,768.45
------------------11,593,784.93

2.14%
1.36%
1.04%
0.71%
0.50%
0.42%
----------100.00%

DID YOU KNOW?
The Erie County Health Department’s
.3 mill renewal levy will be on the
November 2019 general election
ballot. This renewal levy would cost a
$100,000 market value homeowner
approximately $9.19 a year.

DID YOU KNOW?

The Erie County Health
Department’s .3 mill renewal
levy will be on the
November general election
2019 ballot. This levy would
cost a $100,000.00 market
value homeowner
approximately $9.19 a year.
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2018 Awarded Grants
Every year the Erie County Health Department aggressively pursues funding opportunities to supplement
agency resources that allow us to support programs and services to help meet the public health needs of
community residents. The grant funding also allows the Erie County Health Department, which last sought
a replacement levy in 2005, to only request renewal levies, and have not asked for a tax increase in the
past 14 years. Grants are offered at federal, state and local levels, as well as through national, regional,
and local foundations or private funders. During 2018, ECHD submitted 38 continuation and new grant
requests for funding through multiple avenues and received 31 awards, for an 82 percent success rate.
The grants total2018
$5.8 million.
Awarded Grants

2018 GRANTS RECEIVED

Every year
the Erie
Health Center Grant
3
$ 3,102,000
County
Women, Infants, Children Nutrition (WIC)
3
$ 2,067,992
Health
Department
First Responders Grant
4
$ 2,000,000
aggressively
Lead Hazard Control Grant
3
$ 1,650,000
pursues
Rural Health Opioid Program
3
$ 750,000
funding
Drug Free Communities
5
$ 625,000
opportunities
Injury Prevention: Senior Falls Prevention
5
$ 436,400
to
Public Health Emergency Preparedness
4
$ 334,080
supplement
agency
Substance use Disorder-Mental Health Grant
ongoing
$ 304,250
resources
Water Pollution Control Fund
ongoing
$ 300,000 (up to)
that allow us
Expanding Quality Substance Use Disorder and
ongoing
$ 269,250
to support
Mental Health Services
programs
Voluntary National Retail Program Standards
3
$ 203,491
and services
Maternal and Child Health Program
2
$ 162,000
to help meet
AIMS (Supplemental)
ongoing
$ 150,000
the public
Tobacco Use and Cessation
3
$ 140,000
health needs
Safe Communities
3
$ 105,000
of community
residents.
Quality Improvement Supplemental Grant
1
$ 62,424
The grant
Moms Quit For Two
2
$ 62,179
funding also
Cribs for Kids Grant
2
$ 60,000
allows the
Reproductive Health and Wellness Program
7 month
$ 52,680
Erie County
Get Vaccinated Ohio
1
$ 44,341
Health
Bathing Beach Monitoring
1
$ 42,370
Department,
which last
Asthma Grant
1
$ 30,000
sought a
Capacity Building for Local Drug Overdose Prevention
Apply yearly
$ 30,000
replacement
Deaths Avoided with Naloxone (Project Dawn)
Apply yearly
$ 14,500
levy in 2005,
Mosquito Control Grant
Apply yearly
$ 8,458
to only
United Way 2-1-1
Apply yearly
$ 5,000
request
Kids Ride Safe
Apply yearly
$ 4,500
renewal
levies, and
National Voluntary Retail Food Program Standards
Apply yearly
$ 4,500
have not
Students Preventing Abuse and Raising Knowledge
Apply yearly
$ 2,500
asked for a
Happiest Baby On the Block
Apply yearly
$ 2,200
tax increase
in the past 14 years. Grants are offered at federal, state and local levels, as well as through
national, regional, and local foundations or private funders. During 2018, ECHD submitted 38
continuation and new grant requests for funding through multiple avenues and received 31
awards, for an 82% success rate. The grants total $5.8 million.
Type of Application
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Years

Amount Awarded

Vital Statistics 2018
The Vital Statistics office is a section under the Finance, Administration, Grants and Accreditation Division
which issues certified copies of birth and death certificates. Birth certificates can be issued for anyone
born in Ohio from 1908 through present and death certificates can be issued if the death occurred in
Erie County. The cost for a certified copy of a birth or death certificate is $25.00. These can be requested
by mail, telephone or by visiting our office Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (excluding holidays).
The following table shows the number of births, deaths and cause of death of Erie County residents.

VITAL STATISTICS 2018

Female

Male

Total

Births

414

397

811

Deaths

415

535

950

Diseases of heart

94

166

260

Malignant neoplasms

80

99

179

Chronic lower respiratory diseases

53

52

105

Alzheimer's disease

60

37

97

All other (Anemias, Aneurysms, gallbladder disorders, HIV, etc.)

35

29

64

Cerebrovascular diseases

24

18

42

Accidents

9

30

39

Diabetes mellitus

9

23

32

Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and nephrosis

15

9

24

Septicemia

7

17

24

Influenza and pneumonia

6

11

17

Chronic liver disease and cirrhosis

7

9

16

Parkinson's disease

7

8

15

In situ neoplasms, benign neoplasms, and unknown neoplasms

5

7

12

Essential (primary) hypertension and hypertensive renal disease

4

6

10

Intentional self-harm (suicide)

0

9

9

Pending

0

5

5

Please contact our Vital Registrar at 419-626-5623 ext. 122 to learn more
about obtaining Ohio birth or death records.
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ERIE COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
The Erie County Community Health Center has continued to provide exceptional care to our patients
and their families. We take pride in our ability to provide a multitude of medical services and dental care
to all ages, so that we are fulfilling our duty as their Patient Centered Medical Home. Assistance is
provided to individuals who are uninsured by linking
them with our outreach and enrollment professionals
to verify insurance eligibility and coverage. In addition,
we accept all private insurances, Medicare, and
Medicaid with the initiative to maintain an atmosphere
that demonstrates equality. With the incorporation of
new services, we have been able to better serve the
healthcare needs of our community. Referrals are made
as deemed appropriate to other specialties within
and surrounding our county. The referrals provide
focus-based care that is patient specific. Our primary
goal is to provide our community with access to
care and resources to promote overall community
Left to Right: Robert Gonzales (NP), Jennifer Hacker (NP),
Dr. Max Pavlock (DO), Misti Yoakum (LPN), Nikia Dilts (MA)
health and wellness.

Health Center Services
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Outreach and Enrollment Specialists /
Certified Application Counselors
Family Practice/Primary Care
Immunizations/Travel Vaccines/Flu Clinics
Pediatrics/Well Child
Obstetrics/Gynecology
Lead Testing/TB Testing
Chiropractic Services
Vivitrol (MAT)
Prenatal/Postpartum Care
12 Public Health Outreach Clinics

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Clinic at Bayshore Towers
Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI) Services
Community Health Workers
Oral Health Exams
X-rays
Fluoride Treatments/Sealants
Oral Cancer Screenings
Fillings, Amalgams and Composites
Extractions
Oral Surgery Services

Outreach and Enrollment
Team members at the Erie County Community Health Center provide assistance with insurance enrollment.
Our Certified Application Counselors verify patient eligibility to apply for Medicaid or one of the health care
plans through the healthcare marketplace. This process ensures access for all. The following points include:
•
•
•
•
•

Presumptive Eligibility Determinants for Medicaid completed
Number of Medicaid Enrollments completed: 184
Assisted with Marketplace Enrollments completed: 21
Number of Individuals provided assistance: 447
Assisted patients with Medicare enrollment

Please contact 419-626-5623 ext. 120 for more information and assistance with insurance enrollment.
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Public Health Outreach Clinics
Nurses employed at The Erie County Community Health Center visit 12 public health outreach clinics
throughout Erie County on a rotational basis. In 2018, clinical staff dedicated 462 hours providing
services at these locations. The following services provided at these clinics include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pediatric and Adult vaccines
Travel vaccinations
Health Assessments
Lead screenings
Blood pressure checks
Glucose check

•
•
•
•
		
•

Cholesterol check
Hemoglobin check
Provider visits at our Kelleys Island Outreach
Information and Referrals to
Community Resources
Healthy Lifestyle and Safety Information

Please contact our Erie County Community Health Center Central Scheduling at
419-626-5623 ext. 174 to inquire about our services or schedule an appointment.

Public Health Outreach Clinic Locations
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bay View Village Hall
Berlin Township Hall
Florence Township Hall
Huron City Hall
Margaretta Township Hall
Milan Village Administrative Office

•
•
•
•
•
•

Groton Township Hall
Kelleys Island Public Library
Perkins Township Hall
Oxford Township Hall
Vermilion Township Hall
Vermilion on the Lake YMCA

Immunizations
The Erie County Community Health Center aims to promote wellness and ensure disease prevention.
In 2018, we administered 16,933 immunizations and 1,644 flu vaccinations. One of the ways our center
strives to fulfill this is by offering protection through the administration of vaccines. Our immunization
team educates patients and their families on the importance of keeping vaccination records up-to-date,
various diseases which are protected against, and guidelines established and followed by the Center for
Disease Control (CDC). We provide vaccines to pediatric, adolescent, and adult patients. In addition,
travel vaccines are administered to those who may be traveling outside of the country.
Please contact our Erie County Community Health Center Central Scheduling at
419-626-5623 ext. 174 to schedule your appointment for a specific vaccination.
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Dental
The Erie County Community Health Center dental team is dedicated to providing outstanding care to our
community. We believe that proper dental care begins early in age and should be maintained throughout
one’s life. Our team educates patients on the importance of diet management, oral hygiene, fluoride
treatments, dental sealants, brushing, and flossing. We provide comprehensive dental exams, screenings,
fillings, extractions, cleanings, and emergency dental visits. Good oral health and proper dental hygiene
can prevent tooth decay and the development of gum disease.
Throughout 2018, we have continued to provide services to local Head Start School programs with the
incorporation of our Mobile Health Vehicle. This has provided a convenience to patients as well as an
opportunity to further educate and treat our community.

DID YOU KNOW?
The American Academy of
Dentistry (ADA) recommends
that a pediatric patient visit
a dentist by age one, or six
months after the first tooth
emerges.
Dr. Kartheek Dobbala (DDS), Dawn Williams (CDA),
Emily DiBucci (RDH)

Dental Patient Room

Please contact our Erie County Community Health Center Central Scheduling at
419-626-5623 ext. 174 to inquire about our services or schedule an appointment.

Chiropractic
In February, the Erie County Community Health Center added chiropractic care to the services offered.
Our provider, Dr. Steven Prentice, provides treatment of misaligned joints that often leads to pain. Often,
malalignment can cause disorders that affect an individual’s nerves, muscles, and organs. This practice can
be used by some as a partner to medication management or as an alternative form of treatment.

Please contact
419-626-5623 ext. 174,
if you have any questions regarding
available Chiropractic Services or
to schedule an appointment.

Dr. Steven Prentice, Chiropractor
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Women, Infants, and Children Program (WIC)
WIC is a USDA federal assistance program that provides nutritious foods, healthcare referrals, and helps
track pediatric growth and development. It provides assistance to Ohio’s at-risk women, infants, and
children. Most specifically, WIC helps income eligible women who are currently pregnant, breastfeeding,
recently had a baby, and children up to five years of age who are at risk for inadequate nutrition. These
services are provided at locations throughout Erie and Huron counties. They are located in Sandusky,
Norwalk, and Vermilion.
2018 Erie-Huron WIC Program Statistics:

WIC eligibility:

•
		
•
		
•
		

Pregnant and breastfeeding women; nonbreastfeeding postpartum women; infants, birth
through 12 months; and children 1 to 5 years of
age who are:
• Present at the clinic appointment, and able to
		 provide proof of identity
• Residents of Ohio
• Income eligible- 185 percent of Federal
		 Poverty Income Guidelines
• At medical / nutrition risk based on health
		 and diet information assessed by a health
		 professional at the time of certification

Average number of WIC participants per
month: 2497
Breastfeeding rate among WIC participants:
57%
All pregnant women receive breastfeeding
education totaling: 326

WIC provides:
•
•
•
		
•
		

Nutrition education
Breastfeeding education
Referrals to health care providers and
community programs
Highly nutritious foods to supplement a
healthy diet

Top: Darlene Kennedy, RN;
Melissa Henehan, MFN, LD, LDN
Bottom: Kimberly Newland, Peer Support

How WIC helps:
•
		
		
		
•
		
		
		
•
		
		
•
•
		

Improved pregnancy outcomes (longer
pregnancies, reduced low birth weight
rates, fewer premature births, and reduced
infant mortality).
Improved poor or inadequate diets by
providing nutrition education and nutritious
foods to infants, children, pregnant,
postpartum, and breastfeeding women.
Improved infant feeding practices by
promoting breastfeeding as the optimal
method of infant feeding.
Improved rates of childhood immunization
Improved vocabulary scores for children of
mothers who participated in WIC prenatally.

Please contact 419-626-5623 ext. 137 to inquire about our services and how our
services may benefit you and your family.
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DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING
The Division
of Public
Health Nursing
is inNursing
many different
settings throughout Erie County including eight
Division
of Public
Health
Services
schoolThe
districts,
the
ErieNursing
County
the settings
Erie County
Juvenile
Justice
Center.
Our nurses spend a
Division of
Public
is inJail,
manyand
different
throughout
Erie County
including
8
majority
of
their
time
educating,
providing
care,
and
making
referrals
for
the
individuals
that they care for.
school districts, the Erie County Jail, and the Erie County Juvenile Justice Center. Our nurses
spend
a majority
of their time
providing
and making referrals
for the
individuals
They are
the
link between
theeducating,
community
and care,
the healthcare
field. The
Bureau
for Children with Medical
that
they
care
for.
They
are
the
link
between
the
community
and
the
healthcare
field.
Bureau
for care they need. The
Handicaps (BCMH) is coordinated by our nursing staff to ensure children receive the
Children
with
Medical
Handicaps
(BCMH)
is
coordinated
by
our
nursing
staff
to
ensure
children
Erie County Jail and Juvenile Justice Center nursing care is provided every day of the year.
receive the care they need. The Erie County Jail and Juvenile Justice Center nursing care is
provided every day of the year.

School Districts

School Districts

The Erie
County
Department
serves
eight
The Erie
CountyHealth
Health Department
serves
8 districts
and 11 schools. The schools include:
districts
and
11
schools.
The
schools
include:
•
Edison Local Schools
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
EHOVE
•
Huron
and Parochial
Edison
LocalPublic
Schools
•
Kelleys Island Local Schools
EHOVE
•
Margaretta
Local
Schools
Huron
Public and
Parochial
•
Townsend
Local Schools
Schools
Kelleys
Island Local
•
Vermilion
St.
Mary’s
Margaretta Local Schools
•
Venice
Heights
Elementary School
Townsend
Local
Schools

Vermilion St. Mary’s
Venice
Heights Elementary School
The school nursing program includes 8

Registered Nurses (RN) and 3 Licensed Practical

The school
includes
eight
Nurses
(RN) and
three
Nurses nursing
(LPN) whoprogram
provide care,
education,
andRegistered
required screenings
to students
within
the Licensed Practical Nurses
(LPN) schools
who provide
care,
education,
and required
screenings
to students
every day.
In 2018
the nurses provided
the following
services throughout
the 8within
districtsthe schools every day.
we serve:
In 2018,
the nurses provided the following services throughout the eight districts we serve:
Number of Medications passed to students
during school hours

5,060

Number of Sick visits seen by nurse during
school hours

6,489

Number of Injuries attended to by nurse during
school hours

1,980

Number of Parents contacted by nurse

3,852

Number of Hearing and Vision screenings
completed

3,136

DID YOU KNOW?

DID YOU KNOW?

A school nurse cannot give a
A school
nurse
cannot give a
student
a prescribed
medication
without
signed
consent from amedication
student
a prescribed
parent/guardian
AND the consent
provider
without signed
from a
who
wrote
the
prescription?
parent/guardian and the provider

who wrote the prescription.
During 2018, the Erie County Health Department nurses provided
the following
services:
During 2018,
the Erie County
Health Department nurses provided the following services:
Erie County Jail
Number of Inmates served

43,876

Number of Residents served

13,319

Number of sick visits

20,613

Number of sick visits

6,491

Number of Inmates treated for
Drug/Alcohol withdrawal

12

Erie County Juvenile Justice Center

614

Number of Residents treated for
Drug/Alcohol withdrawal

Community Involved Drug Addiction Services
Naloxone a.k.a. Narcan

27

Community Involved Drug Addiction Services - Naloxone a.k.a. Narcan
The Erie County Health Department continues to address the opioid epidemic by responding with
programs to help prevent deaths from opioid-related overdoses. Our programs include Project DAWN
and CARA-First Responders.
Project DAWN is a community based drug overdose education and Naloxone distribution program that
stands for Deaths Avoided with Naloxone. We partner with the Ohio Department of Health to provide
training in the following disciplines:
•
•
•
•

Recognizing the signs and symptoms of an overdose
Performing rescue breathing
Calling emergency services
Administering intranasal naloxone

DID YOU KNOW?
688 Narcan kits were distributed
in our community in 2018.

CARA-First Responders is a federally based educational program that stands for Comprehensive
Addiction and Recovery Act for First Responders. We received notice of this award in October that allows
us to work with first responders in Ottawa, Huron, and Erie Counties. The main goals for this program are:
•
		
•
•

Educate first responders on how to recognize, treat, reduce, and prevent opioid overdoses
and addictions
Save lives with Narcan
Provide immediate treatment to those who have had a recent opioid-related overdose
Please contact Amber Yarborogh, Director of Public Health Nursing Services at
419-626-5623 extension 109, if you have any questions regarding Project Dawn or any of
our School or Institutional Nursing Services.
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DIVISION OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
The division of Behavioral Health was created in 2017 to
compliment the Circle of Care already in process. The goal is to
regionalize care, producing better efficiency for service delivery
for all agencies within the community. The division oversees
all behavioral and mental health activities undertaken by the
Erie County Health Department and Erie County Community
Health Center (ECHD/ECCHC).
In 2018, a brand new detoxification unit was opened and saw
over 600 clients throughout the year.
These clients went on to receive clinical services, including individual and group counseling, inpatient
treatment, intensive outpatient treatment, medication assisted treatment (MAT) aftercare, and many other
addiction counseling services from agencies within our community.
Please contact 419-626-5623 ext. 174 to learn more about
Medically Assisted Treatment (MAT) aftercare.
Throughout the year, the division has been working in collaboration with other agencies in our community
to open a transitional housing facility. Located directly across the street from our main campus, the
former Ability Works building has been transformed into a 48 bed women’s facility that will provide
housing for women that need recovery services in a nurturing setting. The women will receive clinical
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Total Patients 2018: 636

Primary
Primary Diagnosis
Diagnosis Percentage
Percentage of
of Patients
Patients
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Opioid
Opioid

77%
77%

Alcohol
Alcohol

18%
18%

Other
Other

5%
5%

Gender
Gender

Percentage
Percentage of
of Patients
Patients

Male
Male

63%
63%

Female
Female

37%
37%

2018 Detox Trends continued

Please contact 419-624-3353 to learn more about our Detox Center and the services we provide.

Please contact 419-624-3353 to learn more about our Detox Center and service t
provide.

Circle of Care

The Circle of Care is a unique initiative that supports individuals seeking to help to those struggling with
addiction. This program helps with the treatment, counseling, employment and recovery housing, all of
which are critical pieces in a successful recovery. Individuals heal and learn to cope in their path to recovery
through counseling, intensive outpatient treatment, specialized support groups, crisis intervention, case
management and community outreach support and referrals.

The Circle of Care provides a framework for partnerships between the medical community, law enforcement,
Circle
offamilies,
Carecounseling services and others, to achieve recovery for individuals with addiction.
judges,
Behavioral health services within the Circle of Care
provide a continuum of services that promote an
integrated
holistic
Please contact 419-624-3353 to learn more about our Detox Center
and service
that we care approach in meeting the needs
Recovery
provide.
Inpatient
of individuals with substance abuse and mental health
issues. Outpatient substance abuse disorder treatment
services are provided by Northern Ohio Recovery
Association (NORA) located at here at the Erie County
Financial
Community Health Center.
Recovery
Guidance
Detox

Housing

Counseling

Intense
Outpatient

Genesis by the Lake, a sober living community, is one
part of the Circle of Care. Recovery housing supports
sobriety by providing a safe drug- and alcohol-free living
environment for individuals to build a foundation for
lifelong recovery.
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DIVISION OF COMMUNITY HEALTH
The Division of Community Health was established by the Board of Health in 2006 to improve the
health status of Erie County residents, and has evolved over the years to meet the needs of the community
with a population health focus. The division leads multiple collaborative initiatives including the Erie
County Community Health Assessment, the Erie County Community Health Improvement Plan, and
Partners for Prevention of Erie County, the Older Adults Falls Coalition, and the Minority Health Task
Force of Erie County.
The Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) was implemented in 2017. Based on the results of
the Community Health Assessment, the steering committee identified the key health concerns facing
our community which include: adult and youth obesity, adult mental health and addiction, youth risky
behaviors, and infant mortality. The Community Health Division has undertaken several initiatives to
address these health concerns directly and promote health equity.

Cribs for Kids® and Safe Sleep Program
The Cribs for Kids® and Safe Sleep Program was designed to reduce
infant sleep-related deaths. In 2018, community health workers
distributed cribs and provided safe sleep education to 120 families
who were in need of a safe sleep environment for an infant.
Please contact 419-626-5623 ext. 198 to learn more about this program.

American Red Cross Babysitter Course
The American Red Cross Babysitter course is offered to local youth
aged 11-15 and includes topics such as choosing age-appropriate
activities, basic child-care, leadership, professionalism, and safety. In
2018, over 50 local youth completed the American Red Cross Babysitter
course. Students who completed the course also received Red Cross
certifications in first aid, CPR, and AED.
Please contact 419-626-5623 ext. 175 or 198 to learn more about this program.

Tobacco Prevention Grant
The Erie County Health Department was awarded a Tobacco Prevention Grant from the
Ohio Department of Health to decrease the number of people exposed to secondhand
smoke, decrease accessibility and availability of tobacco to youth and provide evidence
of sustainable community tobacco control. Highlights from 2018 include implementing
smoke-free policies in multi-unit housing and places of employment.
For more information on making your environment smoke-free,
please contact 419-626-5623 ext. 141.
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Drug Free Communities
The Drug-Free Communities program seeks to prevent and reduce
youth drug use through policy and environmental change. In 2018,
Community Health staff trained 42 new youth members into SPARK
(Students Preventing Abuse and Raising Knowledge), bringing total
involvement up to 49 students.
Also, two new drop-off locations were implemented to collect and properly dispose of expired or unused
medication. These are in addition to the five drop-off locations that have been implemented since program
inception in 2013. The drop-off box locations are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kelleys Island Police Department (new location)
Margaretta Township Fire Department (new location)
Erie County Sheriff’s Office
Sandusky Police Department
Vermilion Police Department
Huron Police Department
Perkins Township Police Department

Safe Communities
The Safe Communities program seeks to reduce traffic fatalities in Erie County by raising awareness on
impaired driving, distracted driving, seat belt use, and motorcycle safety. Highlights from 2018 include:
•
		
•
		

Continued the Motorcycle Awareness and Prevention Program (MAPP) to increase education and
awareness on motorcycle safety by presenting the program to more than 100 individuals.
Organized traffic safety initiatives such as Senior Safety Day Car Fit and National Night Out, and
distributed approximately 80,000 traffic safety materials.
Please contact 419-626-5623 ext. 219 to learn more about Drug Free and Safe Communities.

DID YOU KNOW?
The number of Erie County traffic
fatalities decreased by 14% in 2018.
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Falls Prevention
The Falls Prevention program mission is to reduce falls and fall-related injuries through collaboration,
awareness, education, and evidence-based strategies. Highlights from 2018 include:
•
		
•
		
		
•
		
		
		

Completing 93 home modifications intended to reduce the incidence
of falls within the home and are free for participants.
Weekly Tai Chi classes were offered in four locations with 264 participants.
Classes are designed to help older adults improve strength and balance
to prevent falls.
Hosting the Erie County Triad event. Fourteen community partners and
22 vendors were on hand for falls prevention education and awareness.
Over 140 attendees participated in a 1-mile walk for National Falls
Prevention Awareness Day.
Please contact 419-626-5623 ext. 175 to learn more about this program.

211 Information and Referral Program
The 211 information and referral program assists callers 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, by connecting
Erie county residents with local resources. In 2018, operators assisted callers with 1,698 identified needs.
The services most often sought by callers were housing assistance (30 percent), utilities assistance
(22 percent), food assistance (10 percent), and health or mental health care (8 percent).

Erie County Child Fatality Review Board
Child deaths are often regarded as an indicator of the health of a community. While mortality data provide
us with an overall picture of child deaths (by number and cause), a careful study of every child’s death can
help us to learn how best to respond to a death and prevent another.
Recognizing the need to better understand why children die, the Ohio General Assembly passed Substitute
House Bill Number 448 (HB 448) in July 2000, mandating Child Fatality Review (CFR) Boards in each of
Ohio’s counties to review the deaths of children under eighteen years of age.
The ultimate purpose of the Erie County review board is to reduce the incidence of preventable child
deaths. To accomplish this, the Erie County review board will:
•
		
•
		
•
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Promote cooperation, collaboration, and communication among all groups that serve families
and children;
Maintain a database of all child deaths to develop an understanding of the causes and incidence
of those deaths;
Recommend and develop plans for implementing local service and program changes and advise
the department of health of aggregate data, trends, and patterns found in child deaths.

DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
The Environmental Health Division administers many programs that protect the public from injury and
the spread of disease. Conducting public health inspections, investigating illnesses, and enforcing laws
and rules are activities that occur on a daily basis within the division. Our professional staff are focused
on protecting public health by preventing diseases and ensuring that conditions are present so injuries
can be avoided.

Erie County Regional Response Water Laboratory
Since its inception in January 2017, the Erie County Regional
Response Laboratory continues to provide 24/7/365 biological and
chemical analysis, including Harmful Algal Bloom toxins (HAB), to
local and regional customers. We remain one of the only labs taking
public and private customers in our region.
Three analysts within the laboratory are certified by the Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency to perform bacteria testing on
drinking water sources and microcystin testing on recreational water
sources. The agency tests drinking water sources for local municipal
water facilities as well as private water sources such as wells and
hauled water storage tank.

Molly Brownell - San-aide, Jim Warner - Lab
Manager, Anne Wells - Analyst

The following tests are offered for Wastewater, Drinking, and Recreational Water:
•
•
•
•
•

Dissolved Oxygen (DO)
Ammonia
E. coli
Carbonaceous Biological Oxygen Demand (CBOD)
pH

•
•
•
•
•

Chlorine
Total Suspended Solids (TSS)
Total Dissolved Solids (TDS)
Total Coliform
Microcystin Toxin (HAB)

Please contact Jim Warner at 419-626-5623 ext. 105 to learn more about our lab services.
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Beach Program
In 2018, 1,419 bacteria samples
were collected and analyzed for E.
coli bacteria at 25 area beaches/
recreational sites between May and
September.
Beach Program
This
season,
adjustments
were
In 2018,
1,419 bacteria
samples
were collected and analyzed for E. coli bacteria at 25 area
made
in
the
frequency
for
sampling
beaches/recreational sites between May and September.
each location, which allowed
our
to sample
some
This department
season adjustments
were
made in the frequency for sampling each location, which allowed
locations
up
to
five
days
per
week.
our department to sample some locations up to five days per week.
Number

Beach

Advisories

Non-Advisory

1

Whites Landing

4

39

2

Pickeral Creek

4

25

3

Crystal Rock

2

27

4

Bay View West

39

32

5

Bay View East

17

53

6

Lion’s Park

2

13

7

Battery Park

0

29

8

Pipe Creek Wildlife Area

3

38

9

Cedar Point Chausse

8

64

10

Sawmill Creek

2

27

11

Lake Front Park

25

47

12

Nickel Plate Beach

10

62

13

Old Woman Creek

9

62

14

Oberlin Beach

5

65

15

Cranberry Creek

3

26

16

Heidelberg Beach

15

56

17

Beulah Beach

21

50

18

Orchard Beach

18

53

19

Darby Creek

13

30

20

Sherod Park

26

46

21

Main Street Beach

17

54

22

Lagoons Beach

14

56

23

Linwood Beach

13

58

24

Nokomis Park

25

46

25

Showse Park

5

61

2018 beach results per location (advisory is a E. coli most probable number >234
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DID YOU KNOW?
During the sampling season
beach results are posted locally
online at ecghd.org or statewide
on BeachGuard.

DID YOU KNOW?

During the sampling season
beach results are posted
locally online at ecghd.org or
statewide on BeachGuard

2018 beach results per location
(Advisory is a E. coli most probable number >234)

Food Safety Program
Registered Sanitarians in our Environmental Health Division
license and inspect all mobiles, temporaries, vending and brick
and mortar Food Service Operations (FSO) and Retail Food
Establishments (RFE). Inspections revolve around food safety
through preparation, storage and service of food for prevention
of foodborne illness.

DID YOU KNOW?
Cold foods must be held at 41°F
or lower and hot foods must be
held at 135°F or higher.

The Environmental Health Division was awarded a $203,000
grant by the Food and Drug Administration. We are about
to begin year two of this three year grant. Funds from this
grant were used to provide educational opportunities to food
service operators through our ServSafe® Food Protection
Manager’s course offered at Erie County Health Department,
as well as additional tools (i.e. thermometers, cutting boards,
etc.) to help our operators become more successful in their
work environment. This year, we will expand our educational
services to provide educational information regarding food safety to the general public in Erie County.
Two hundred nineteen operators attended our ServSafe® Food Protection Manager’s course in 2018.
The quality of our instructors is reflected by our average passing rate, which is 85 percent.
Please contact 419-626-5623 ext. 115 to learn more about the Food Safety Program.

Lead (Pb) Poisoning Prevention
Once the link was discovered between lead-based paint and its detrimental health effects, the EPA
banned the use of all lead-based paint. Although lead-based paint was banned, it is still a significant
problem in older housing communities today. Lead-based paint hazards create a serious health risk for
young children, particularly under the age of 6 years old. Inhaling lead dust or ingesting lead paint can
result in lead poisoning, which can cause permanent health issues in children such as: learning disabilities,
behavioral problems, decreased bone growth, nervous system damage and in severe cases, death. In
adults, lead exposure can also have dangerous health effects, including high blood pressure, memory
loss, and fertility problems and can even cause miscarriages.
In 2018, the Erie County Health Department completed its second year of the three-year HUD Lead-Based
Paint Hazard Control Grant. The $1,650,000 award was applied toward the reduction of lead-based paint
hazards throughout Erie and Lorain Counties, with an emphasis on families with children under 6 years
of age. In year two, the grant was able to complete an additional 39 homes, bringing the total amount
of “Lead-Safe” housing in the neighboring counties to 69 completed projects. The partnership between
Erie and Lorain County has created and will continue to provide a safer environment for families living
in these health districts.
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on families with children under 6 years of age. In year two, the grant was able to complete an
additional 39 homes, bringing the total amount of “Lead-Safe” housing in the neighboring
counties to 69 completed projects. The partnership between Erie and Lorain County has
created and will continue to provide a safer environment for families living in these health
districts.

Trends in Blood Lead Testing

Trends in Blood Lead Testing

Number of Erie County
Children less than 6 years
of age tested by all
Health Care Providers

Number of venous
confirmed elevated
blood lead levels of
5ug/dL or higher

Number of capillary
unconfirmed elevated
blood lead levels of
5ug/dL or higher

2015

551

17

10

2016

654

14

19

2017

1030

22

20

2018

817

23

16

Please contact 419-626-5623 ext. 141 to learn more about this program.

Please contact 419-626-5623 ext. 141 to learn more about this program.
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Private and Semi-Public Sewage Program
This year, 58 sewage permits were issued for new (22), replacement (19), alteration (2) and abandonment
(15) of sewage treatment systems. 2018 also marked the conclusion of the majority of the Bayview and Bay
Bridge sanitary sewer project, with a majority of the citizens abandoning their sewage treatment systems.
The department continued to receive grant funding from the Ohio EPA’s Water Pollution Control Loan
Fund. These funds contributed to the costs associated with the installation of 17 systems. In 2019, up to
$150,000 will be available for failing private sewage systems to qualified applicants through this program.

Pool and Spa Program
We license and inspect 154 pools and spas in public swimming environments in Erie County. These
inspections focus on health and safety hazards that may exist. Sanitarians conducted 270 inspections and
documented 392 violations, 61 of which were of critical nature that required immediate correction.

DID YOU KNOW?
Critical violations are cited for lack
of disinfection, missing or broken
main drain cover, water clarity, or
required safety device(s).
Please contact our Registered Sanitarians at
419-626-5623 extension 115, if you have any questions regarding specific program areas.

Plumbing
The Plumbing Program continues to serve Erie, Sandusky, Seneca,
Wyandot and Hardin Counties. Revenues collected in this program
are utilized to provide inspection and consultation services to
contractors, and property owners throughout our service areas.
During 2018, we issued 227 plumbing permits, which produced an
increase in revenue of 7.5 percent from the previous year. Commercial
and residential plumbing services are available in Erie County.
Please contact or plumbing inspector, Wyatt Simons, at 419-626-5623 extension 209, if you have
any questions regarding residential our commercial plumbing.
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Emergency Preparedness
The Emergency Preparedness program is funded through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Public Health Emergency Preparedness (CDC PHEP) grant. This program is responsible for ensuring that
the Erie County Health Department is prepared to respond to various emergency events, when needed.
The purpose of emergency preparedness is to build and strengthen the ability to effectively respond to a
range of public health threats, including the following:
•
•
•

Infectious diseases
Natural disasters
Biological, chemical, nuclear and radiological events

The Emergency Preparedness program is also responsible for ensuring that all ECHD/ECCHC employees
have the recommended Incident Command System (ICS) training in order to streamline integration into
larger emergency response operations with local, regional, and state response partners.
In 2018, the Erie County Health Department conducted and/or participated in five (5) emergency
preparedness exercises; including table top discussions, functional exercises, and full-scale exercises.
When planning for or participating in any emergency preparedness event, ECHD/ECCHC complies with
the 15 CDC Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Capabilities.
•		Community Preparedness		
•		Community Recovery
•		 Emergency Operations Coordination
•		 Emergency Public Information and Warning
•		Fatality Management
•		Information Sharing
•		Mass Care
•		Medical
•		 Countermeasure Dispensing and Admin.

• Medical Material Management and Distribution
		Medical Surge
• Non-pharmaceutical Interventions
• Public Health Laboratory Testing
• Public Health Surveillance and Epidemiological
		Investigation
• Responder Safety and Health
• Volunteer Management

DID YOU KNOW?
The CDC PHEP grant requires the
Erie County Health Department to
conduct at least one emergency
preparedness exercise with local
responders each year.
Jeanie Wertenbach, Nadia Quainoo (MPH-c), Ashley Franks (MPH),
Nina Johannsen (RS), Anne Wells (SIT) represent ECHD at the BGSU
Firelands Women in STEM program, November 2018.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
Hours of Operation
Monday – Friday 8:00 am – 5:00 pm
Evening Hours Available By Appointment
419-626-5623 | www.eriecohealthohio.org

Service Numbers............................................................. 419-626-5623
Erie County Community Health Center.............................................................. Ext. 174
Epidemiology and Surveillance.......................................................................... Ext. 200
WIC..................................................................................................................... Ext. 137
Environmental Health......................................................................................... Ext. 115
Construction Services/Plumbing........................................................................ Ext. 115
Detox Facility...................................................................................................... 419-624-3353

Erie County Health Department Administrative Staff....... 419-626-5623
Peter T. Schade, MPH, RS.................................................................................. Ext. 112
Health Commissioner
Cell: 419-656-2796
Joseph Palmucci, CFO....................................................................................... Ext. 116
Chief Financial Officer
Robert England, MSOH, RS................................................................................Ext. 102
Chief Environmental Public Health Officer
Shari Greene, RN................................................................................................ Ext. 132
Chief Health Planning Officer
Trey Hardy, JD.................................................................................................... Ext. 185
Chief of Behavioral Health
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DO YOU NEED A DOCTOR?
CALL 419-626-5623 EXT. 174

DO YOU NEED A DENTIST?
CALL 419-626-5623 EXT. 174

DO YOU NEED WIC?
CALL 419-626-5623

MANY SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS ARE AVAILABLE
WITH OUR DOCTORS AND DENTISTS

ERIE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT &
ERIE COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
420 Superior Street
Sandusky, Ohio 44870
www.eriecohealthohio.com

