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MESSAGE TO OUR COMMUNITIES

In 2019, the Erie County Board of Health was in the process of re-accreditation for our Health 
Department. Also, as a tangible component to accreditation, we have a new three-year Strategic 
Plan, an updated Quality Improvement Plan, and an updated Workforce Development Plan. 
More importantly, our Agency Performance Management Plan has been reauthorized by the 
Board of Health. These plans and our re-accreditation focus provide our staff of 148 persons the 
necessary framework for completing our mission statement. 

We are proud to share with our communities all of our achievements in 2019. The 2019 Community 
Health Assessment revealed the dearth of mental health/behavioral health services in our 
community. Therefore, through strategic planning, the Erie County Board of Health has plans to 
build a new facility to equip our staff and providers with the tools to provide care to our citizens 
who are seeking behavioral health/mental health services. 

In 2019, the advent of the school-based health centers and the health center expansion at our 
Erie County Job & Family Services site has begun. The Job & Family Services health center is open 
and functional and the EHOVE and Vermilion School sites will open in early 2020. 

The detox facility continues to thrive and the data suggests we are helping to decrease overdose 
deaths in our region because of our “Circle of Care” activities. 

The dental facility continues to thrive and our chiropractic services are helping people in ways 
that were unpredictable just a few years ago. 

This is an open invitation to anyone who wishes to visit us here at 420 Superior Street. Please call 
my cell phone at 419-656-2796 if I can be of any assistance to you, at any time. 

Sincerely, 

Peter T. Schade, MPH, RS  
Health Commissioner

P.S. - The COVID-19 coronavirus activities we are involved 
with include daily epidemiological monitoring and response. 
Any questions on this or any other disease can be directed to 
me or Ashley Franks at 419-626-5623, Extension 200.
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ERIE COUNTY DISTRICT
ADVISORY COUNCIL

The District Advisory Council membership consists of the chief executive of each municipal 
corporation not constituting a city health district (mayors of cities and villages), and the  
chairperson of board of township trustees of each township in the Erie County General Health 
District or their designated representatives. The County Commissioners are also represented by 
their Chairperson.

The purpose of the Erie County District Advisory Council is to elect its officers, appoint members 
to the Erie County Board of Health, receive and consider the annual or special reports of the  
Erie County Health Department and make recommendations to the Erie County Board of Health 
in regard to matters for the betterment of health and sanitation within the District, or for needed 
legislation.

The District Advisory Council meets at their regularly scheduled meeting once annually in March 
of each year. 

THE DISTRICT ADVISORY COUNCIL CONSISTS OF:  
 
 • Mayors of the three cities and five villages within Erie County
 • Chairperson from the Erie County Commissioners
 • Chairpersons from each of the nine Township Trustees
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ERIE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

The Erie County Board of Health is a separate body politic. The Board of Health and the Erie 
County Health Department are an independent agency operating under Ohio Revised Code 
and Ohio Administrative Code in Erie County, Ohio.  The Erie County Board of Health members 
are appointed by the three principal cities and the Erie County District Advisory Council. The 
Board of Health in turn appoints the Health Commissioner. The purpose of the Erie County Board of 
Health is to define the organization’s goals and objectives; evaluate the accomplishments of the 
programs; hire the chief executive officer (Health Commissioner); take a lead in the development 
of financial resources and represent the public interest in terms of good governance and disease 
prevention policies. 

BOARD OF HEALTH MEMBERS APPOINTING AUTHORITY

 Mrs. Linda Miller-Moore, President  District Advisory Council
 Mr. Michael D. Kaufman, Esq., President Pro-Tem  District Advisory Council
 Dr. Dina C. Bauer, DPM  City of Vermilion
 Mr. Richard Bulan  District Advisory Council
 Dr. Marsha D. Cooper, MD  City of Sandusky
 Mr. Leroy Sizemore  City of Sandusky
 Mrs. Julie Foster  District Advisory Council
 Mr. Joey Supina  City of Sandusky
 Mr. Lawrence O. Leaman  City of Huron
 Dr. Richard Keller, MD  City of Sandusky
 Mr. Charles Murray  City of Sandusky

Board of Health meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month at 6:00 PM at the Erie 
County Health Department Board Room at 420 Superior Street, Sandusky, Ohio 44870 except 
the December meeting as posted. These meetings are open to the public. Erie County 
Community Health Center meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at 5:00 
PM at the Erie County Health Department Board Room at 420 Superior Street, Sandusky, Ohio 
44870. These meetings are also open to the public.

ERIE COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER BOARD 

 Mr. Timothy E. Horgan, MPH, President  Ms. Chris Ferguson
 Mr. Tim Betton, Vice President  Ms. Regina Pool
 Ms. Flora I. Irby, Secretary  Mr.  Nestor Rave
 Mr. Robert Carter, Treasurer  Mrs. Lori A. Adams
 Mr. Andres Rodrigues Roque  Mr. James Stewart
 Mrs. Frankie Byrd

ERIE COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 
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810 Newly diagnosed reportable diseases

OFFICE OF EPIDEMIOLOGY
& SURVEILLANCE 

The purpose of the Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance is to monitor the health status of Erie 
County by investigating and containing emerging health issues. Epidemiology and surveillance 
is essential to understanding the health status of a population and planning effective prevention 
and response programs. 

All healthcare providers and laboratories are required by law to report cases of selected diseases 
and conditions to local public health departments. The reporting of notifiable diseases to health 
departments is the backbone of disease surveillance, allowing both active and passive disease 
surveillance to occur.

IN 2019, THE OFFICE OF EPIDEMIOLOGY & SURVEILLANCE INVESTIGATED:

Active disease surveillance is a vital part of public health. Active surveillance occurs when a 
health department contacts healthcare providers, laboratories, and ill individuals to determine: 
the specific illness a person is experiencing, where a person may have been exposed to the illness, 
how the illness may be transmitted to other persons, and if other persons are at risk for becoming 
ill. The Erie County Health Department is responsible for conducting active surveillance for all Erie 
County residents diagnosed with a reportable disease.

Passive disease surveillance occurs through routine monitoring of several electronic databases, 
including emergency department visits, over-the-counter pharmaceutical sales, school 
absenteeism, and outpatient influenza testing to detect unusual increases of disease in the 
community.

Individual case reports of certain diseases, such as tuberculosis and vaccine-preventable 
diseases (e.g., measles, hepatitis A, hepatitis B, etc.) receive specific follow-up from the Office of 

36 Unusual emergency room visit events

8 Infectious disease outbreaks
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Epidemiology and Surveillance to ensure that patients receive appropriate medical treatment 
and that their close contacts receive preventative therapy if indicated. Preventative therapy, or 
post-exposure prophylaxis, can be offered in the form of antibiotics or vaccines, depending on 
the disease, to reduce the risk that healthy close contacts will be infected from an ill person.

In 2019, chlamydia, gonorrhea, and hepatitis C were the most commonly reported diseases in 
Erie County.

For additional information on disease surveillance and reporting, 
please call 419-626-5623 ext. 200.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

The Emergency Preparedness program is funded through the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention Public Health Emergency Preparedness (CDC PHEP) grant. This program is responsible 
for ensuring that the Erie County Health Department is prepared to respond to various emergency 
events, when needed. The purpose of emergency preparedness is to build and strengthen the 
ability to effectively respond to a range of public health threats, including the following:

 • Infectious diseases
 • Natural disasters
 • Biological, chemical, nuclear and radiological events

The Emergency Preparedness program is also responsible for ensuring that 
all ECHD/ECCHC employees have the recommended Incident Command 
System (ICS) training in order to streamline integration into larger emergency 
response operations with local, regional, and state response partners. 

Individual case reports of certain 
diseases, such as tuberculosis and 
vaccine preventable diseases (e.g., measles, 
hepatitis A, hepatitis B, etc.) receive specific 
follow-up from the Office of Epidemiology 
and Surveillance to ensure that patients 
receive appropriate medical treatment and 
that their close contacts receive 
preventative therapy if indicated. Preventative therapy, or post-exposure prophylaxis, 
can be offered in the form of antibiotics or vaccines, depending on the disease, to 
reduce the risk that healthy close contacts will be infected from an ill person. 

In 2019, chlamydia, gonorrhea, and hepatitis C were the most commonly reported 
diseases in Erie County. 

 

 

For additional information on disease surveillance and reporting, please call (419) 626-
5623 ext. 200. 
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The Office of Epidemiology and 
Surveillance releases Weekly Flu 
Reports on the ECHD website 
during influenza season (October 
to May) 

DID YOU KNOW? 

*2019 counts are subject to change 

DID YOU KNOW?
The Office of Epidemiology 
and Surveillance releases 

Weekly Flu Reports on 
the ECHD website during 

influenza season (October 
to May)

*2019 counts are subject to change
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In 2019, the Erie County Health Department conducted and/or participated in three emergency 
preparedness exercises: including table top discussions, functional exercises, and full-scale 
exercises. When planning for or participating in any emergency preparedness event, ECHD/ECCHC  
complies with the 15 CDC Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Capabilities:

 • Community Preparedness • Medical Material Management  
 • Community Recovery  and Distribution 
 • Emergency Operations Coordination • Medical Surge
 • Emergency Public Information  • Non-Pharmaceutical Interventions 
  and Warning  • Public Health Laboratory Testing
 • Fatality Management • Public Health Surveillance and 
 • Information Sharing  Epidemiological Investigation
 • Mass Care  • Responder Safety and Health
 • Medical Countermeasure Dispensing • Volunteer Management  
  and Administration

As the lead agency for local public health emergency preparedness, the Erie County Health 
Department maintains the following emergency response plans:
 
• Base Emergency Response  • Multi-Year Training and Exercise
• Pandemic Influenza Community Containment • Personal Protective Equipment
• Continuity of Operations • Public Health Hazard Profile
• Epidemiologic Response  • Safety and Health Policy
• Bloodborne Pathogens • Tuberculosis Control
• Interoperable Communications • Vaccine Management Protocol
• Mass Dispensing/Strategic National Stockpile  • After Hours Contact Protocol 
 (SNS)/Point of Dispensing Site(PODS) • Rabies Investigation Policy

The Erie County Health Department also works with local emergency response partners to  
maintain the following plans:
 
• Ottawa County Emergency Management  • Northwest Ohio Epi Response 
 Agency (EMA): Davis Besse Emergency Plan • Northwest Ohio Communications
• Erie County EMA: Base Emergency  • Northwest Ohio Medical Coordination Plan 
 Operations Plan  • Ebola and Other Special Pathogens
  ■ Emergency Support Function  
   8 Public Health & Medical
  ■ Radiological Annex
  ■ Mass Fatality Annex
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DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES

The Administrative Services Division is charged with the financial planning and all of the details 
surrounding the fiscal management of the agency including billing, accounts receivable, 
accounts payable, purchasing, payroll, human resources, logistics, facilities management, work 
force training, vital statistics, and various departmental programs.

The Erie County Health Department operates, in part, from three separate levies: a .2, .3, and .5 
mill levy. These levies account for just 14.69 percent of our annual budget. A full 85.31 percent 
comes from outside funding through grants and other sources. As we continue to use financial 
guideposts to plan our service expansions, our county residents can expect to see this trend of 
decreased reliance on levy funding continue into the future.

2019 REVENUE AND EXPENSES

The 2019 revenue surplus is in part due to planned Behavioral Health programs becoming funded 
by grants that were applied for and awarded.

THE DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES   

The Administrative Services Division is charged with the financial planning and all of the 
details surrounding the fiscal management of the agency including billing, accounts 
receivable, accounts payable, purchasing, payroll, human resources, logistics, facilities 
management, work force training, vital statistics, and various departmental programs. 
 
The Erie County Health Department operates, in part, from three separate levies, a .2, 
.3, and .5 mill levy.  These levies account for just 14.69% of our annual budget.  A full 
85.31% comes from outside funding through grants and other sources.  As we continue 
to use financial guideposts to plan our service expansions, our county residents can 
expect to see this trend of decreased reliance on levy funding continue into the future.   
 

 

 

 

 

The 2019 revenue surplus is in part due to planned Behavioral Health programs 
becoming funded by grants that were applied for and awarded.   

 

REVENUE    
 

 EXPENSES 
  

Grants 5,280,914.90 35.45%  Salaries, Benefits 8,492,137.38 67.56% 
Medicaid 4,141,709.74 27.80%  Contractual 

Services 
2,074,446.02 16.50% 

Levies (2/10, 
3/10, 5/10) 

2,188,766.15 14.69%  Lab Fees & 
Medications 

662,280.81 5.27% 

Contracts 912,216.84 6.12%  Supplies 472,206.21 3.76% 
Permits, 
Licenses 

798,490.24 5.36%  State Fees 258,092.97 2.05% 

Private 
Insurance 

634,902.42 4.26%  Communications 214,095.27 1.70% 

Program Fees 528,348.63 3.55%  Travel & Training 165,387.38 1.32% 
Vital Statistics 219,006.00 1.47%  Maintenance 97,780.95 0.78% 
Medicare 80,768.38 0.54%  Equipment 87,834.35 0.70% 
Other Income 47,087.76 0.32%  Other Expenses 45,076.02 0.36% 
State Subsidy 34,745.49 0.23%  

 
----------- ----------- 

Training Fees 29,185.00 0.20%  
 

12,569,337.36 100.00% 
 ----------- -----------     
                14,896,141.55 100.00%  
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2019 AWARDED GRANTS

Every year the Erie County Health Department/Erie County Community Health Center aggressively 
pursues funding opportunities to supplement agency resources allowing us to support programs 
and services that help meet the public health needs of community residents. The grant funding 
also allows the Erie County Health Department, whom last sought a replacement levy in 2005, to 
only request renewal levies, allowing us to not increase taxes in the past 15 years. We supplement 
agency funding through grants offered at the federal, state and local levels, as well as through 
national, regional, and local foundations or private funders. During 2019, ECHD/ECCHC submitted 
40 requests for funding and received 32 awards (three requests for grant funding remain pending), 
for an 80 percent success rate. These 32 awards total $4.5 million, up from $4.1 million in 2018.

2019 GRANTS SUMMARY

2019 AWARDED GRANTS         FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF 2019 GRANTS SCAN THE QR CODE 

Every year the Erie County Health Department/Erie County Community Health Center 
aggressively pursues funding opportunities to supplement agency resources allowing us 
to support programs and services that help meet the public health needs of community 
residents. The grant funding also allows the Erie County Health Department, whom last 
sought a replacement levy in 2005, to only request renewal levies, allowing us to not 
increase taxes in the past 15 years. We supplement agency funding through grants 
offered at the federal, state and local levels, as well as through national, regional, and 
local foundations or private funders. During 2019, ECHD/ECCHC submitted 40 requests 
for funding and received 32 awards (three request for funding applications remain 
pending), for an 80% success rate.  These 32 awards total $4.5 million, up from $4.1 
million in 2018. 

 

Type of Application Number Amount Awarded 

State Government 16  $ 1,423,443 

Federal Government 12   $ 3,080,580 

Local or other private funder 4   $      23,601 

GRANT TOTAL 32  $ 4,527,624 

 

 

 

*Q Coronavirus nCoV* : TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE NOVEL CORONA VIRUS SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW.  

 

 

                     

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF 2019 
GRANTS SCAN THE QR CODE
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VITAL STATISTICS 

The Vital Statistics office issues certified copies of birth and death certificates. Birth certificates 
can be issued for anyone born in Ohio from 1908 through present and death certificates can 
be issued if the death occurred in Erie County. The cost for a certified copy of a birth or death 
certificate is $25.00 (no personal checks). These can be requested by mail, telephone (419-626-
5623 ext. 122) or by visiting our office Monday - Friday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm (excluding holidays). The 
following table shows the number of births by gender, deaths by gender, and cause of death of 
Erie County residents.

*Q Coronavirus COVID-19* : TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
NOVEL CORONA VIRUS SCAN THE QR CODE

VITAL STATISTICS  

The Vital Statistics office, which is part of the Finance, Administration, Grants and 
Accreditation Division, issues certified copies of birth and death certificates. Birth 
certificates can be issued for anyone born in Ohio from 1908 through present and death 
certificates can be issued if the death occurred in Erie County. The cost for a certified 
copy of a birth or death certificate is $25.00 (no personal checks). These can be 
requested by mail, telephone (419-626-5623 ext. 122) or by visiting our office Monday - 
Friday, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm (excluding holidays). The following table shows the number 
of births by gender, deaths by gender, and cause of death of Erie County residents. 

 

 

THE ERIE COUNTY COMMUNITY  

2019 Erie County Births and Cause of Death by Gender Female Male Total 
Births 377 365 742 

    
Deaths 435 518 953 
Diseases of the Heart 114 151 265 
Malignant Neoplasms (cancers) 88 107 195 
Alzheimer's and other dementias 59 38 97 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 37 43 80 
All other (Anemia, Hypertension, HIV, etc.) 30 26 56 
Cerebrovascular disease 27 23 50 
Accidents (including transport) 22 21 43 
Septicemia 12 10 22 
Diabetes Mellitus 9 13 22 
Chronic liver disease and cirrhosis 6 15 21 
Pending 4 16 20 
Parkinson's Disease 2 15 17 
Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and nephrosis 5 9 14 
Suicide 1 12 13 
*Influenza* and pneumonia 5 5 10 
Essential (primary) Hypertension and hypertensive renal disease 5 4 9 
Pneumonitis due to solids and liquids 3 6 9 
In situ neoplasms, benign neoplasms, and unknown neoplasms 4 1 5 
Certain conditions originating in perinatal period 2 3 5 
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ERIE COUNTY COMMUNITY 
HEALTH CENTER

166
Total number of 
unduplicated patients for 
Mental Health Services

Total number of
unduplicated patients for
Dental Services

2,9715,850
Total number of 
unduplicated patients

659
Total number of 
unduplicated patients for 
Chiropractic Services

HEALTH CENTER - PATIENTS FOR 2019

2,990
Total number of 
unduplicated patients for 
Medical Services

Total number of
Substance Use Disorder
visits

1,195
Completed Pathways for
50 families by the
Community Health Worker

163

Total number of Health
Center visits for all
services

24,782

HEALTH CENTER - VISITS FOR 2019

Total number of Medical
Nutrition Therapy visits

12
Total number of patient
visits at Job & Family
Services site

85

Of patients were screened
for tobacco use and
provided cessation referrals

Of patients were screened
for depression and follow-up
plan implemented

91.3%

CLINICAL QUALITY MEASURES

94.1% 94.1%
Of adults were
screened for BMI and
provided with follow-up

COMMUNITY BENEFIT REPORT
Erie County Community Health Center
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The Erie County Community Health Center (ECCHC) continued to grow and expand services to 
help support the needs of our community. Services are provided to individuals from birth through 
senior years and vary in accordance with individual need. ECCHC, recognized as a Patient-
Centered Medical Home (PCMH), strives to provide convenient access to medical, dental and 
behavioral health care at multiple locations throughout Erie County. Same-day appointment 
scheduling is provided for patient convenience. Most commercial, Medicare, and all Medicaid 
insurances are accepted. Outreach and Enrollment Certified Application Counselors are on site 
and are able to assist uninsured individuals by verifying insurance eligibility and coverage. The 
counselors help patients apply for Medicaid, Medicare, or one of the health care plans through 
the healthcare marketplace. The Erie County Community Health Center aims to address and 
promote population health while providing access to care as well as to additional resources 
within our community.

HEALTH CENTER STAFF

FAMILY PRACTICE

More convenient family practice services have been made available with the opening of our 
satellite site at Erie County Job and Family Services at 221 W Parish Street in Sandusky. Medical 
services provided are comparable to those currently offered at our main location and include:

 • Wellness  • Pediatric/Well Child Exams
 • Referrals to specialist • Lead Testing/ Tuberculosis (TB) Testing
 • Immunizations  • Hemoglobin Checks
 • Sick visits  • Laboratory Testing
 • Medication Assisted Treatment 
  (MAT) Services 

HEALTH CENTER           
      
 
The Erie County Community Health Center (ECCHC) continued to grow and expand 
services to help support the needs of our community. Services are provided to 
individuals from birth through senior years and vary in accordance with individual need. 
ECCHC, recognized as a Patient-Centered Medical Home (PCMH), strives to provide 
convenient access to medical, dental and behavioral health care at multiple locations 
throughout Erie County.  Same-day appointment scheduling is provided for patient 
convenience. All commercial, Medicare, and Medicaid insurances are accepted. 
Outreach and Enrollment Certified Application Counselors are on site and are able to 
assist uninsured individuals by verifying insurance eligibility and coverage. The 
counselors help patients apply for Medicaid, Medicare, or one of the health care plans 
through the healthcare marketplace. The Erie County Community Health Center aims to 
address and promote population health while providing access to care as well as to 
additional resources within our community. 

     Health Center Staff 

  
2 Board Certified Family Practice Physicians 2 Registered Hygienists 

1 Board Certified Obstetrician/Gynecologist 9 Registered Nurses 

3 Dentists 
2 Oral Surgeons 

2 Licensed Practical Nurses 

3 Certified Family Practice Nurse Practitioners 5 Dental Assistants 

1 Certified Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner 4 Medical Assistants 

1 Doctor of Chiropractic Medicine 1 Certified Professional Coder 

1 Psychologist   1 Certified Community Health Worker 

1 Licensed Independent Social Worker-Supervisor 1 Certified Application Counselor for 
insurance enrollment 

1 Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor 4 Clerks  

1 Registered Dietitian  
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HEALTH CENTER SERVICES

 • Outreach and Enrollment Specialists/ • Senior Clinic at Bayshore Towers 
  Certified Application Counselors • Reproductive Health and Wellness Services
 • Family Practice/Primary Care • Community Health Workers
 • Immunizations/Travel Vaccines/Flu Clinics • Oral Health Exams
 • Pediatrics/Well Child • X-rays
 • Obstetrics/Gynecology • Fluoride Treatments/Sealants
 • Lead Testing/TB Testing • Oral Cancer Screenings
 • Chiropractic Services • Fillings, Amalgams and Composites
 • Vivitrol (MAT)  • Extractions
 • Prenatal/Postpartum Care • Oral Surgery Services
 • 11 Public Health Outreach Clinics • Medical Nutrition Therapy

MEDICAL NUTRITION SERVICES

The Erie County Community Health Center has a Registered Dietitian who is able to meet with 
our patients to provide excellent nutritional education. Our Registered Dietitian encourages 
healthy dietary choices, regular exercise, and assistance with meal planning. A plan of care is 
individualized in a one-on-one setting that promotes overall health and well-being.

WOMEN’S HEALTH

The Erie County Community Health Center provides Reproductive Health and Wellness services. 
We are a Title X provider that promotes patient access to family planning and sexual health 
services. In addition, we serve as a Breast and Cervical Cancer Program partner which provides 
breast and cervical cancer screenings at no cost to those who meet program requirements. Our 
Women’s Health offers comprehensive OB/GYN services:

 • Annual Exams  • Birth Control Options
 • Pregnancy Tests • Colposcopy/LEEP procedures
 • Cervical Cancer Screenings • Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI) Services
 • Pregnancy Care • Prenatal/Postpartum Care
     • Referrals for Mammograms and Diagnostics

Teal Grodi, LPN; Jillian Lemponen, RN; Nikia Dilts, CMA; 
Stephanie Salyer, RN

Dr. Richard Visci, DO Rachel Manner, 
Clerk Specialist     

Sherma Shoemo, 
Clerk Specialist
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IMMUNIZATIONS AND FLU CLINICS

The ECCHC believes that vaccination is one of the best ways to decrease the spread of disease 
and optimize population health. Vaccinations are provided to pediatric, adolescent, and adult 
patients. We educate on the importance of disease prevention and health promotion by following 
guidelines established by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Immunizations 
are offered at The Erie County Community Health Center, our satellite site at Job and Family 
Services, and our Public Health Outreach Clinics (PHOC) locations.

The ECCHC provides comprehensive immunization services starting at birth with the administration 
of the Hepatitis B vaccine. Age-appropriate immunizations are given to our pediatric population 
at 2 months, 4 months, 6 months, 12 months, and 18 months of age. Booster vaccinations are 
routinely given to kindergarteners starting at 4 years of age. Administration of adolescent 
vaccines routinely occur at 11-12, 16, and 18 years of age. Annual 
influenza vaccinations are highly recommended to ages 6 months 
through geriatric years. Shingles, pneumonia, and high-dose influenza 
vaccines are also provided to those who are eligible. The Erie County 
Community Health Center carries all age appropriate vaccines and 
has an extensive travel vaccine program. Utilizing the CDC’s Travelers 
Health, ECCHC staff provide vaccine recommendations, education 
and administration of vaccine. 

PUBLIC HEALTH OUTREACH CLINICS

The Erie County Community Health Center provides convenient locations throughout Erie County. 
These various locations help ensure that our patients have greater accessibility to receiving 
needed care. Health screenings, assessments, and immunizations are performed at these 
locations. Provider visits are also provided at the Kelleys Island outreach clinic.

PUBLIC HEALTH OUTREACH CLINIC LOCATIONS

 • Bay View Village Hall • Vermilion Township Hall
 • Florence Township Hall • Berlin Township Hall 
 • Huron City Hall  • Groton Township Hall
 • Margaretta Township Hall • Kelleys Island Public Library 
 • Oxford Township Hall • Milan Village  
 • Perkins Township Hall                                       

COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER

The Erie County Community Health Center works to provide resources to patients who are in need 
of services. Community Health Workers link patients to needed resources such as food banks, 
diapers, baby items, safe sleep education, pack-n-plays, and access to medical, dental and 
behavioral health care. The program was initially launched to combat infant mortality, but has 
now allowed for expansion of services beyond the prenatal clinic. Community Health Workers 
advocate and coach clients to ensure optimal health outcomes.

Roberto Gonzales, Family Nurse 
Practitioner

SCAN THE QR CODE TO SEE A COMPLETE LIST 
OF OUTREACH CLINICS AND LOCATIONS
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DENTAL

The Erie County Community Health Center dental staff 
follow guidelines established by the American Academy of  
Dentistry (ADA). Proper hygiene and oral care is 
recommended by age one or six months after the first 
tooth erupts. Education is provided on the importance 
of maintaining oral health with fluoride treatments, 
dental sealants, diet management, proper brushing and 
flossing. Comprehensive dental exams, screenings, fillings, 
extractions, cleanings, x-rays, and same-day emergency 
visits are provided. In addition, treatment of disease, 
injuries, and defects are performed by two of our oral and 
maxillofacial surgeons.  

CHIROPRACTIC

Chiropractic care is a complementary and alternative medicine that treats 
disorders of the musculoskeletal system. Manipulative treatments are provided 
for individuals who suffer from misaligned joints that frequently lead to pain. 
This practice can be used as an alternative form of treatment or partnered 
with medication management. In addition to this, chiropractic services 
help improve joint mobility, function, and overall health. Chiropractic and 
Auriculotherapy address the physical component of substance use disorder 
by improving neurological function in the recovering person. Auriculotherapy 
is a form of alternative medicine based on the idea that the ear is a micro 
system, which reflects the entire body, represented on the auricle, the outer 
portion of the ear. This has a profoundly positive effect on the brain reward 
system and results in significant improvement with both acute and protracted 

withdrawal symptoms. When the Substance Use Disorder (SUD) patient is able to feel better 
physically and emotionally, they are better able to avail themselves to the recovery process 
including other treatment modalities such as counseling 
and group therapy. 

Data was collected from patients living at Becky’s House 
that were treated with chiropractic and auriculotherapy by 
Dr. Prentice. The patients completed weekly self-assessment 
surveys to document improvement in ten areas over a five 
week period. Results were as follows:

Back Row L-R: Julie Millott, DA; Dr. Ronald Luchini, DDS;
Dr. Kartheek Dobbala, DDS; Dawn Williams, CDA;

Emily DiBucci, RDH; Dr. Sherry Sharma, DMD
Front Row L-R: Mary-Beth Bristol, DA; 

Angela Miller, DA; Mariah Moyer, RDH

improvement with both acute and protracted withdrawal symptoms.  When the 
Substance Use Disorder (SUD) patient is able to feel better physically and emotionally, 
they are better able to avail themselves to the recovery process including other 
treatment modalities such as counseling and group therapy.  

 Data was collected from patients living at Becky’s House that were treated with 
chiropractic and auriculotherapy by Dr. Prentice.  The patients completed weekly self-
assessment surveys to document improvement in ten areas over a 5 week 
period.  Results were as follows: 

  

Dr. Steven Prentice, Chiropractor                                                            

                           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Improvement in Symptoms following 
Chiropractic & Auriculotherapy Treatment 
Anxiety (decreased) 65% 

Depression (decreased)  73% 

Sleep (improved) 71% 

Energy (improved) 59% 

Mood (improved) 78% 

Craving (decreased) 77% 

Discomfort (decreased) 74% 

Stress (decreased) 60% 

Motivation (improved)  72% 
Difficulty Remaining in Recovery 
(decreased) 80% 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Hand washing is an important hygiene procedure that 
requires a specific procedure and is a common occurrence 
in establishments.  To properly wash hands: 

1. Vigorously wash your hands 100°F water for 10-15 
seconds. 

 2.    Rinse hands and dry hands with a single use paper 
   towel. 

3. Turn the faucet of the hand sink off with a separate 
clean paper towel while water is still running to not 
re-contaminate clean hands 

Dr. Steven Prentice, 
Chiropractor                     
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WOMEN, INFANTS, & CHILDREN PROGRAM (WIC)

 

 

BREASTFEEDING

Total breast pumps
distributed to support
successful breastfeeding

101
Total prenatal
breastfeeding education
classes taught

289

Erie County participants

 
9,329

 Huron County visits

PARTICIPANT VISITS

HEALTHY FOOD BENEFITS

Huron County food
benefits value

Erie County food       
 benefits value

 

1,084
Average total monthly
WIC participants for 2019

 

 

1,068

COMMUNITY BENEFIT REPORT
E r i e  &  H u r o n  C o  W I C  P r o g r a m

AVERAGE MONTHLY PARTICIPANTS

2,236

4,709 4,620

$1,789,171
Value of healthy foods 
received by WIC participants

$975,063 $814,108

Total WIC clinic visits/ 
appointments during 2019

Erie County visits

Huron County participants

Breastfeeding initiation rate 
among all WIC moms

60.2%

3  L o c a t i o n s  i n  S a n d u s k y ,  N o r w a l k ,  a n d  V e r m i l i o n
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WIC is the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children. It is a 
USDA-funded federal assistance program that provides nutritious foods, nutrition education, 
breastfeeding support, as well as referrals to health and human service agencies. WIC provides 
assistance to Ohio’s medically and nutritionally at-risk women, infants and children. Locally, these 
services are offered at the ECHD/ECCHC in Sandusky and at the Huron County Job and Family 
Services at 185 Shady Lane Drive Norwalk, Ohio. 

Individuals participating in WIC meet with a health professional (registered dietitian or registered 
nurse) who conducts a health and nutrition assessment. The health professional then offers nutrition 
education based on the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, which is specific to the participant’s 
stage of development and her personal nutrition goals. The participant and health professional 
then work together to identify a nutrition goal and incremental action steps the individual can 
make to achieve that goal. Families participating in WIC have an increased understanding of 
healthy nutrition practices and are empowered to set and achieve goals that will support a 
lifetime of improved health and wellbeing.

WHAT SERVICES DOES WIC PROVIDE?

 • Nutrition counseling and education
 •  Breastfeeding education, support, and promotion
 • Referrals to health care providers and community programs 
 •  Highly nutritious foods to supplement a healthy diet

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR WIC?

Pregnant and breastfeeding women; non-breastfeeding postpartum 
women; infants; and children up until their 5th birthday who are:

 •  Residents of Ohio 
 •  Present at the clinic appointment and able to provide proof of identity
 •  Income eligible – recipients of Medicaid, Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program  
  (SNAP), or Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) or meet 185 percent or less of the  
  Federal Poverty Income Guidelines 
 •  At medical or nutritional risk based on a thorough assessment of health and diet information  
  by a health professional at the time of certification 

HOW DOES WIC HELP?

Research shows WIC has been proven to provide the following benefits to participants:

 •  Improved pregnancy outcomes (longer pregnancies, reduced incidence of low birth  
  weights and premature births, reduced infant mortality) 
 •  Improved dietary quality related to nutrition education and nutritious foods provided 
 •  Improved infant feeding practices through education on breastfeeding as the optimal  
  method of infant feeding
 •  Improved immunization rates and access to regular health care  

Breastfeeding Peer Helper, 
Kimberly, and her son Theo, at 
the annual Global Big Latch 

On event promoting and 
supporting breastfeeding in the 
local community. 83 individuals 

attended the event and 24 
participated in the “latch on.”
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2019 WIC RECAP

 •  Average number of individuals served by WIC per  
  month: 2236
 •  Breastfeeding initiation rate among WIC  
  participants: 60.2 percent 
 •  Money redeemed by local farmers through the  
  WIC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program: $2,485
 • Money redeemed by local grocery stores for WIC  
  participant purchases: $1,521,522
 • WIC partners with other local agencies and  
  organizations for outreach and recruitment activities  
  such as Help Me Grow, The Ohio State University  
  Extension, Sandusky Library, Firelands Area  
  Breastfeeding Alliance, and many more. 

WIC STAFF

 •  Kaitlin Denison, MS, RD, LDN – WIC Program Director
 •  Andrea Caudill, RN, CLC – Breastfeeding Program Coordinator
 •  Andrea Hupp – Clerical Program Manager
 •  Darlene Kennedy, RN – Health Professional
 •  Amy Schoelwer, MEd, RD, LDN – Health Professional
 •  Theresa Hogan, RN – Health Professional
 •  Melissa Henehan, MFN, RD, LDN – Health Professional 
 •  Irma Pridemore – Clerk
 •  Karla Schaefer – Clerk 
 •  Mariah King – Clerk
 •  Kimberly Newland – Breastfeeding Peer Helper
 
WIC STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Breastfeeding Program Coordinator, Andrea Caudill, is trained as a 
Registered Nurse and also has a strong foundation in lactation knowledge 
having earned her credential as a Certified Lactation Counselor. She 
oversees the WIC breastfeeding program, counsels and educates WIC 
families throughout their breastfeeding journey, and actively promotes and 
supports breastfeeding within the community at large through her work 
with the Firelands Area Breastfeeding Alliance and other agencies. She is 
currently pursuing the International Board Certified Lactation Consultant 
credential to broaden her knowledge as a breastfeeding advocate  
and expand the scope of lactation services she is able to provide to  
local families.

Registered dietitians, Katie Denison and  
Melissa Henehan distributing WIC farmers market 

coupons at Sandusky Farmers’ Market 

The newest addition to 
our team: Mariah King, 

WIC Employee
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DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 

Schools served
16 

Individuals trained to
administer Naloxone

1,016

COMMUNITY BENEFIT REPORT
P u b l i c  H e a l t h  N u r s i n g  D i v i s i o n

School districts served
8

Naloxone kits distributed
1,356

Institutional encounters
49,000

The Division of Public Health Nursing provides nursing services in many different settings throughout 
the county, including multiple different school districts, Bureau for Children with Medical  
Handicaps program (BCMH), the Erie County Jail, the Erie County Juvenile Justice Center, and 
the Narcan program. The nurses spend the majority of their time educating, providing care, and 
making referrals for the individuals that they care for. They are the link between the community 
and the healthcare field. The Erie County Health Department serves 8 districts and 16 schools.  

The schools include:

 • Edison Local Schools   • Kelleys Island Local Schools
 • EHOVE    • Margaretta Local Schools
 • Huron Local Schools   • Sandusky City Schools – Mills Elementary
 • Huron St. Peter    • Townsend Local Schools
 • Huron Firelands Montessori   • Vermilion St. Mary’s
 • North Point Education Service Center (which includes 33 classrooms located in  
  17 different schools across Erie, Huron, and Ottawa counties)

The school nursing program includes seven Registered Nurses (RN’s) and five Licensed Practical 
Nurses (LPN’s) who provide care, education, and required screenings to students within the 
schools every day.

BCMH – BUREAU FOR CHILDREN WITH MEDICAL HANDICAPS PROGRAM 

This program serves children with special health needs and their families. The BCMH nurse may 
help the families to determine if a child has an eligible condition, assist with applying for the 
program, and assist with accessing local community agencies. 
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ERIE COUNTY INSTITUTIONS – JAIL/JUVENILE JUSTICE CENTER 

Our nursing staff is on site 7 days a week, 365 days a year, providing care to adults at the Erie 
County jail and the youth at the Erie County Juvenile Justice Center in an effort to remove the 
barrier of medical needs and provide a healthy foundation after incarceration. 

DURING 2019, THE NURSES PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING SERVICES: 

NALOXONE A.K.A. NARCAN

The Erie County Health Department continues to address the opioid epidemic by responding 
with programs to help prevent deaths from opioid-related overdoses. Our programs include 
Project Deaths Avoided with Naloxone (DAWN) and Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery 
Act (CARA)-First Responders. 

Project DAWN is a community based drug overdose education and Naloxone distribution  
program that stands for Deaths Avoided with Naloxone. We partner with The Ohio Department 
of Health to provide:

 • Recognizing the signs and symptoms of an overdose
 • Performing rescue breathing 
 • Calling emergency services
 • Administering intranasal Naloxone 

CARA First Responders is a federally based educational program that stands for Comprehensive 
Addiction and Recovery Act for First Responders. This funding allows us to work with first responders 
in Ottawa, Huron, and Erie Counties. The main goals for this program are:

• Educate first responders on how to recognize, treat, reduce,  
 and prevent opioid overdoses and addictions
• Save lives with Narcan
• Link and provide immediate treatment to those who have had  
 a recent opioid-related overdose

During 2019, the nurses provided the following services:  
 
Erie County Jail Erie County Juvenile Justice Center  

Number of Inmates served  47,729 Number of Residents served  11,382 

Number of sick visits  36,556 Number of sick visits  5,587 

Number of Inmates treated for 
Drug/Alcohol withdrawal 

660 Number of Residents treated 
for Drug/Alcohol withdrawal 

8 

 
NALOXONE A.K.A. NARCAN 
The Erie County Health Department continues to address the opioid epidemic by 
responding with programs to help prevent deaths from opioid-related overdoses. Our 
programs include Project Deaths Associated with Narcan (DAWN) and 
Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act (CARA)-First Responders.  

Project DAWN is a community based drug overdose education and Naloxone 
distribution program that stands for Deaths Avoided with Naloxone. We partner 
with Ohio Department of Health to provide: 

• Recognizing the signs and symptoms of an overdose 
• Performing rescue breathing  
• Calling emergency services 
• Administering intranasal naloxone  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To receive your free Narcan kit, call 419-624-3353
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DIVISION OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

Outpatient services
referral rate

39%
Referrals to integrated
medical and dental services

453

COMMUNITY BENEFIT REPORT
B e h a v i o r a l   H e a l t h   D i v i s i o n

Withdrawal Management
admissions

802
MAT services referral rate
17%

Residential services
referral rate

30%
Federal funding secured 
$1.1M

To complement the Erie County Detox Unit and 
in partnership with the Circle of Care, several 
grants were awarded and initiated in 2019. Both 
the Rural Health Opioid Program (RHOP) and First 
Responder’s Grants completed their first year.  
RHOP was designed to promote public health 
by expanding the delivery of opioid related 
health care services in Erie County. The primary 
objective was the opening of a 48 bed transitional 
housing facility for women on the campus of the 

Erie County Health Department. This objective was accomplished in February of 2019 and has 
provided transitional housing and treatment services to over 150 area women. The RHOP grant 
seeks to reduce morbidity and mortality related to opioid overdoses in the community through the 
development of a community consortium to prepare individuals with opioid-use disorder (OUD) 
to start treatment, implement care coordination practices to organize patient care activities, 
and support individuals in recovery through the enhancement of behavioral counseling and peer 
support activities.

Detox Center Resident Room Detox Center Dining and Activity Room
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The grant has also provided opportunities for clients with Substance Use Disorder (SUD) and 
residents of the recovery housing facility to utilize all the services of the Erie County Community 
Health Center.  The goal of the grant is to connect SUD patients with all resources necessary to 
provide a stable platform for recovery. Additionally, the grant has integrated social services and 
faith-based organizations, law enforcement, and other community-based groups to provide a 
multifaceted response to the opioid epidemic in Erie County. The grant consortium will support 
individuals in recovery by establishing new or enhancing existing SUD treatment services, 
behavioral counseling, peer support activities, integrated medical and dental services, as well as 
community-based social supports.

The First Responder’s Grant was initiated to provide expansive naloxone (Narcan) training and 
distribution to area first responders, as well as create opportunities for local law enforcement 
agencies to train their officers to become drug recognition experts.  The grant supports Erie, 
Ottawa, Huron, and Sandusky Counties and is aimed at reducing overdose deaths in all of these 
communities.
  
In 2019, the Behavioral Health Division also saw a significant expansion of mental health services. 
Joining Dr. Shealynne Baus, PsyD, an additional mental health provider, Sara Peck, MSW, LISW-S 
was hired in July of 2019 for outpatient mental health services. Through their combined efforts, 
over 300 individual counseling appointments to patients of the Erie County Community Health 
Center have been achieved.  Future expansion at the Health Center and at locations throughout 
the county are in process.

For questions, please contact Adrienne Gibbs at 419-626-5623 ext. 107
For mental health services, call 419-626-5623 ext. 174

For impatient detox services, call 419-624-3353

2019 DETOX TRENDS

Total Patients 2019: 802
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BEHAVIORAL HEALTH DIVISION EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Adrienne Gibbs is the Director of the Behavioral Health Division. She has been with the health 
department since 2017, beginning her employment as the Behavioral Health Supervisor. Adrienne 
has been a registered nurse since 2010. She is currently working on her bachelors of science in 
nursing degree from Bowling Green State University. She resides in Huron with her three children. 

Julie Fantozzi has been an LPN for seven years and has been with the Erie County Health 
Department since 2013. Julie began her employment at the health department working in the 
Erie County Community Health Center. She then joined the Behavioral Health Division when the 
detox unit opened in January 2018. She resides in Huron with her husband and three daughters.

Mark Webster is a medical assistant who has been employed by the Erie County Health Department 
for two years. He currently works in the detox unit in the Behavioral Health Division. Mark has an 
Associate of Science Degree and is a U.S. Army veteran. Prior to his employment at the health 
department, Mark had 18 years of experience working with memory impaired senior citizens. 
Mark resides in Sandusky with his wife and pets. 

Angela Hainline joined the Behavioral Health Division of the Erie County Health Department in 
2018 as a case manager in the detox unit. She is responsible for assisting our clients in developing 
individualized and realistic discharge plans to support a life in recovery upon their discharge from 
our unit. She is currently nearing completion of her bachelors in psychology at Tiffin University with 
the hopes of continuing her career in the behavioral health field. She resides in Norwalk with her 
husband and three children.

2019 Detox unit staff members from Left: Adrienne Gibbs, Julie Fantozzi, Mark Webster, and Angela Hainline
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DIVISION OF COMMUNITY HEALTH

Spent on Infant Safe Sleep
Kits which were distributed
to 75 qualifying families

$6,975
Car seats distributed
and installed by
certified technicians

123
Children impacted by the
Ohio Healthy Program in
childcare centers

75

MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH

Alcohol retail compliance
checks conducted with
local law enforcement

48

DRUG FREE COMMUNITIES

Students educated on
the dangers of 
e-cigarettes and vaping

1,163
Youth SPARK (Students  
Preventing Abuse & Raising
Knowledge) members

130

Home modifications
completed through the
handyman program

29

OLDER ADULT FALL PREVENTION

Participants in 182 Tai Chi
classes held in 11 different
locations

3,600
Participants in walking
events throughout Erie
County

680

People impacted by new
or expanded smoke-free
policies in Erie County

4,800
Tobacco retail compliance
checks conducted in
Sandusky and Vermilion
 

New funding for tobacco
cessation and vaping
totalling $112,000

$52,000

TOBACCO PREVENTION

42

Public outreach events
attended to educate the
public on health issues

87
New funding secured for
new programs & expansion 
(76% increase from 2018)

New Public Health
Educators hired due to
program expansion

3

COMMUNITY HEALTH

$311,589

People who attended
Motorcycle Awareness
education events

500
Seat belt checks
conducted at 12 challenge
events in 6 local schools

Traffic fatalities reviewed
and recommendations
made for improvements

10

TRAFFIC SAFETY

1,896

COMMUNITY BENEFIT REPORT
Community Health Division
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The Division of Community Health was established by the Board of Health in 2006 to improve 
the health status of Erie County residents, and has evolved over the years to meet the needs 
of the community. The division leads multiple collaborative initiatives including the Community 
Health Assessment (CHA), the Community Health Improvement Plan, and the Roots of Prevention 
community coalition (formerly Partners for Prevention of Erie County). The division collaborates with 
community partners to implement policy, system, and environmental changes in the community 
with a focus on population health. 

In 2019, the Division of Community Health sought several new funding opportunities to expand 
programs and services to meet the needs of the community. The number of Public Health 
Educators doubled from three to six, and revenue in the division increased by 76 percent. New 
Community Health Programs include; Creating Healthy Communities, a five-year $100,000 per 
year grant program from the Ohio Department of Health which is focused on expanding access 
to nutritious food and active transportation; and Drug Overdose Prevention, a three-year $145,000 
per year program which aims to reduce the number of fatal overdoses in Erie County through the 
implementation of comprehensive, sustainable systems.

2019 COMMUNITY HEALTH ASSESSMENT

In 2019, the Erie County Health Department conducted a  
Community Health Assessment (CHA) of both adults 
and youth in Erie County to determine the current 
health status, identify emerging health issues,  
and measure the effectiveness of our initiatives. Paper surveys 
were mailed to 1,200 Erie County adults, and 486 youth in six 
local school districts were surveyed. The results of the CHA 
will allow our agency and partners to create a Community 
Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) which will integrate health 
considerations into policymaking across sectors to improve the 
health of our community. The full 2019 Erie County CHA is available 
on our website: 

The Erie County Health Department has trend data from Community Health Assessments dating 
back to 2005.

TO SEE THE 2019 COMMUNITY HEALTH 
ASSESSMENT SCAN THE QR CODE

FOR A FULL LIST OF COMMUNITY HEALTH 
ASSESSMENTS TRENDS SCAN THE QR CODE 
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DRUG FREE COMMUNITIES

Formed in 2010, the Drug-Free Communities coalition is comprised 
of nearly 300 members from over 12 community sectors, including 
130 members of SPARK (Students Preventing Abuse & Raising 
Knowledge). The objective of this initiative is to reduce the number 
of Erie County youth engaged in substance use through community 
collaboration, planning, and implementation of evidence-based 
prevention strategies. In 2019, Drug-Free Communities staff and 
partner agencies accomplished the following:

 • Conducted compliance checks at 48 retailers for underage sales of alcohol and tobacco  
  to minors.
 • Secured 30 new SPARK members & conducted skill development training for 80 Erie  
  County youth.
 • SPARK students designed and created multiple marketing campaigns for youth e-cigarette  
  use including a radio commercial and billboard ad.
 • Conducted educational presentations, such as Drug Recognition training and Hidden in  
  Plain Sight, within the schools and court system.
 • Organized drug take-back events at local senior living residences in partnership with local  
  law enforcement, and distributed Deterra drug disposal bags throughout the community.

For more information about Drug Free Communities and SPARK, 
call Devin Pollick at 419-626-5623 ext. 219

OLDER ADULT FALL PREVENTION

The Older Adult Fall Prevention Program is focused on establishing policy, system, and  
environmental changes to reduce the rate of falls resulting in injury or death in older adults. 
Accomplishments in 2019 include:

• 3,600 older adults participated in Tai Chi at 182 Tai Chi  
 classes at 11 different locations. 
• 29 older adults received home modifications such as grab  
 bars, raised toilet seats, and railings through the handyman  
 partnership with Serving Our Seniors.
• The in-home fall risk assessment program for homebound  
 older adults was expanded.  
• Created 38 marketing ads and campaigns reaching  
 42,091 individuals with 44,091 engagements.  
• Organized community events to educate residents on fall prevention, including the Erie County  
 Triad: Health, Safety, Community, and Walk It Out events. 
• Conducted two special events celebrating fall prevention: Older Americans Month and  
 National Fall Prevention Awareness Day.

Billboard created by SPARK student on 
Perkins Avenue

DID YOU KNOW?
From 2016 to 2018 there was 
a 14 percent decrease in fall 

related emergency room visits 
in Erie County, which can be 
attributed to our work in this 
important grant program.

For more information about the Erie County Health Department’s Older Adult 
Fall Prevention program, call Karen Kuprowski at 419-626-5623 ext. 189.
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SAFE COMMUNITIES

Safe Communities is a data-driven initiative to save lives and reduce 
injuries through collaboration with state, county, and local partners. The 
Safe Communities coalition accomplished the following in 2019:

 • Conducted 12 seat belt challenge events at local schools.     
 • Presented 5 educational trainings for motorcycle safety and  
  roadway hazards at EHOVE and Fox Cycle Works, LLC.
 • Conducted quarterly Traffic Fatality Review Board meetings to  
  review traffic crash fatalities and establish measures for the  
  reduction of crash factors.
 • Implemented two “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” campaign  
  events and one “Click It or Ticket” event to raise awareness.

For more information about Safe Communities, call Devin Pollick at 419-626-5623 ext. 219

THE OHIO HEALTHY PROGRAM

The Ohio Healthy Program (OHP) is a healthy eating, physical activity, and development training 
program for early childhood health professionals that promotes policy, system and environmental 
changes in the early care and education setting. The Erie County Health Department assists 
child care sites in becoming designated Ohio Healthy Programs by providing free trainings and 
technical assistance in aligning with OHP menu requirements, adopting a healthy policy, and 
engaging families on an OHP related topic. Accomplishments in 2019 include:

 • Assisted the first childcare providers in Erie County to become designated as an OHP 
 • Provided OHP training to multiple childcare providers in Erie County and technical assistance  
  to the childcare providers regarding healthy menu changes, healthy policy changes and  
  family engagement activities.                
 • Utilized the National After-School Association Healthy Eating  
  and Physical Activity (HEPA) Standards. It is a Self-Assessment  
  Tool to assess the accessibility of the community recreation  
  centers for youth, engagement of youth, activities, nutrition,  
  life plan goal setting, physical activity, and other needs  
  and barriers for youth.

SAFE SITTER® PROGRAM

Erie County Health Department was awarded grant funds from the Wightman Wieber Charitable 
Foundation to implement the Safe Sitter® program. Safe Sitter® prepares students in grades 6-8 to 
be safe when home alone or babysitting. The class is led by a Safe Sitter® Instructor, and students 
learn skills about safety, life and business, first aid and child care. In addition, students get to 
practice choking rescue and CPR. The Erie County Health Department held two classes in 2019 
and plans to offer more in 2020.

Safe Communities partners 
present motorcycle awareness 

at EHOVE

DID YOU KNOW?
33 pecent of Erie County 

youth are classified as 
overweight or obese.

Source: 2019 Erie County Community 
Health Assessment
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CRIBS FOR KIDS® AND SAFE SLEEP PROGRAM

The mission of Cribs for Kids® is to prevent infant sleep-related deaths by educating parents and 
caregivers on the importance of practicing safe sleep for their babies and by providing portable 
cribs to families who, otherwise, cannot afford a safe place for their babies to sleep. In 2019, the 
Erie County Health Department’s Cribs for Kids® program: 

 • Distributed 75 Cribs for Kids® Safe Sleep Survival Kits and safe sleep education to  
  eligible families.
 • Conducted follow-up calls with 92 percent of families to assess the impact of interventions. 
 • Participated in outreach events to distribute Cribs for Kids® Safe Sleep Survival Kits and  
  educate the public on the safe sleep.
 • Distributed Infant Safe Sleep Guides to area health care providers.    
                                                            

OHIO BUCKLES BUCKEYES

The goal of the Erie County Health Department’s Ohio Buckles 
Buckeyes (OBB) program is to increase the availability of child 
safety seats for families who could not otherwise afford them and 
to increase proper installation and use of car seats. In 2019, the Erie 
County Health Department distributed 123 car seats to families in Erie 
County. Each family attends a mandatory education class provided 
by Certified Child Passenger Safety Technicians to receive car seat 
education and participate in the installation of the car seats. 

TOBACCO USE PREVENTION AND CESSATION PROGRAM

The Erie County Health department was awarded a Tobacco Use Prevention and Cessation grant 
from the Ohio Department of Health to decrease the number of people exposed to secondhand 
smoke, and decrease accessibility and availability of tobacco to youth. In addition, the Erie 
County Tobacco program was expanded to include additional objectives aimed at increasing 
the availability and utilization of cessation services, and expand community awareness of 
E-cigarettes and vaping. Highlights from 2019 include:

 • Funding increased from $60,000 to $112,000.
 • Improving the smoke-free policies in local schools.
 • Implementing several mass media campaigns  
  focused on raising awareness of the dangers of  
  secondhand smoke, tobacco, and e-cigarettes.
 • Partnering with local media to eliminate local  
  e-cigarette advertising.
 • Data collection pertaining to local community readiness  
  for change. 
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VAPING

The Erie County Health Department was awarded $12,000 from the Ohio Department of Health to 
assist with our community response to the vaping epidemic. The Erie County Health Department 
has taken a pro-active approach to the vaping epidemic through mass media, education,  
and public awareness campaigns targeting youth, parents, healthcare providers, and  
community partners.

 • According to the Erie County Community Health Assessment, 18 percent of Erie County  
  youth in grades 6-12 used E-cigarettes in 2019.
 • 69 percent of Erie County youth did not believe there was great risk in harming themselves  
  physically or in other ways if they used e-cigarettes.
 • On October 17, 2019, the legal age to purchase tobacco products, including e-cigarettes,  
  was increased to 21 in the state of Ohio.
 • As of January 21, 2020, the CDC has reported a total of 2,711 hospitalized cases of E-Cigarette  
  or Vaping Associated Lung Injury (EVALI) or deaths.
 • 60 deaths have been confirmed in 27 states and the District of Columbia (as of January  
  21, 2020).
 • E-cigarettes contain nicotine; heavy metals such as lead, tin, and nickel; flavorings such as  
  diacetyl; ultrafine particles; volatile organic compounds and cancer causing chemicals. 
 • The Erie County Health Department’s Public Health Educators educated 1,163 students  
  about the dangers of e-cigarettes and vaping. 
 • Mass media campaigns including billboard, newspaper, radio, and social media ads were  
  launched to create awareness about the dangers of e-cigarettes and vaping.

“The Erie County Health Department stresses that E-cigarettes are dangerous to your health…they increase 
the likelihood of pulmonary disease and lifelong addiction to nicotine. We urge parents, teachers, and 

adults to speak to youth about the dangers of e-cigarettes and vapor products.”
– Press release issued August 23, 2019
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DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTHCOMMUNITY BENEFIT REPORT
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  H e a l t h  D i v i s i o n

FOOD SAFETY

Received through 4 food
grants funded by the FDA,
AFDO, and NACCHO

$85,000
Inspections of licensed
food facilities were
performed this year.

People received Person-in-
Charge and Food Protection
Manager training

223 1,500

REGIONAL RESPONSE WATER LABORATORY AND BATHING BEACH PROGRAM

Water samples were
collected through the
Bathing Beach Program

1,382
Water samples
processed & analyzed
through the Water Lab

2,700+
Analysts certified by the
Ohio EPA to run bacteria &
toxin tests on potable water

3

Sewage permits were
issued

69
SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEM PROGRAM

Sewage contractors
received training for
required education hours

40
Received from Ohio EPA to
repair/replace failing
systems

$150,000

Plumbing inspections
were performed this
year

420
Plumbing permits were
issued this year

Counties served: Erie,
Sandusky, Wyandot,
Seneca, & Hardin

5
PLUMBING

265

People attended the Pool
Operators Training
Course

21
Pool or spa inspections 
were performed in Erie
County

Pools or spas were
licensed in Erie County

150
POOL AND SPA PROGRAM

242

Larvicide was applied in
the county to reduce
mosquito populations

70 lbs.
Mosquito prevention tools
and educational materials
were distributed

Received from Ohio EPA
for mosquito control

$9,700
MOSQUITO CONTROL

1,500

Lead Safe housing units
were completed in the last
3-years

91
Was awarded to expand
the Lead Hazard Control
Program in Erie & Lorain
County

$3,828,430
Lead Safe homes will be
completed over the next
three and a half years

170
LEAD HAZARD CONTROL PROGRAM
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MOSQUITO CONTROL

The Division of Environmental Health has continued to improve efforts for treating for mosquitoes 
and for providing community education. Mosquitoes can be more than a general nuisance.   
In fact, mosquitoes are known to pass on numerous types of harmful diseases (i.e. West Nile 
Virus, Zika Virus, Chikungunya Virus, Malaria, Dengue, etc.). While a majority of these illnesses 
from mosquitoes are acquired from traveling, the most commonly occurring mosquito-borne 
diseases in Ohio are West Nile Virus, Eastern equine Encephalitis Virus, La Crosse Virus, and St. Louis 
Encephalitis Virus.  

The focus of the mosquito control program is to prevent mosquito-borne diseases through 
education, surveillance, and treatment. In 2019 this department received a grant from the Ohio 
EPA for over $9,000 to spend on mosquito surveillance and community outreach and education.  
The award was used to educate the public and to provide mosquito protection supplies to the 
community. Window repair screens for homes, mosquito repellent products, and educational 
toys for kids were distributed to county residents.  

Through our treatment efforts in 2019 eighty pounds of granular larvicide were applied in Erie 
County. This larvicide product is designed to target mosquitoes that are still in the larval stage 
prior to becoming adult mosquitoes.  The product, when ingested by the larvae, prevents the 
mosquito from completing its life cycle to an adult, biting, mosquito.  

To request larviciding, please contact Craig Ward at 419-626-5623 ext.118.

CAMPGROUNDS

Campgrounds are licensed and inspected by this agency.  In 2019, 26 inspections were performed 
at 21 campground facilities. This year 39 violations were documented and the most documented 
violation related to the improper spacing of campers. The purpose of this program is to ensure a 
safe and healthy environment is maintained through sanitary waste disposal, safety devices, and 
proper spacing. The overarching result is to prevent injury and illness at these recreational sites. 

POOL AND SPA PROGRAM

We license and inspect over 150 pools and spas in Erie County that are used by the public.  
This includes pools and spas at apartment complexes, schools, and hotels/motels. In 2019, 242 
inspections were completed at these licensed locations which recorded 381 violations. 25 of 
these violations posed an immediate hazard to swimmers, and resulted in the immediate closure 
of the pool or spa until the violation was corrected.  The 
purpose of this program is to ensure water chemistry of 
these bodies of water is being maintained with safe levels 
of disinfection and that safety devices are in place to 
prevent injuries.  

A missing, broken, or loose main drain 
cover is a critical violation that will 

results in immediate closure
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NUISANCES

The Environmental Health Division responds to hundreds of nuisances a year all across Erie County.  
Nuisance complaints handled by our division are ones that have a public health significance.  
In 2019, our agency received 202 nuisance complaints, with a majority of these complaints 
(64 percent) being about the improper storage of trash/garbage, food service complaints, or 
residential environment/safety concerns. 60 percent of the nuisances investigated this year were 
in the City of Sandusky or Perkins Township. Our division works closely with area officials (building/
zoning departments, fire officials, police agencies, and social services) to remedy situations in 
an effort to protect public health and safety. With the cooperation of operators, tenants, and 
landlords almost all of the nuisances reported to our office are resolved.

To report a public health nuisance, please call Craig Ward at 419-626-5623 ext. 118

BEACH PROGRAM 

Since the late 1980’s, the beach program has become a staple in Erie County for monitoring 
bacteria levels at our local beaches. Our program samples 25 beaches and recreational sites 
for Escherichia coli (E. coli). These samples are collected between Memorial Day and Labor Day, 
when recreational water activity is at its highest. In 2019, a total of 1,382 samples were analyzed 
for E. coli.

As a part of the beach program, we collect and maintain data on all of our locations. This allows 
us to recognize trends, such as those occurring at the Bay View West sampling site. Between the  
2016 and 2018 sampling seasons, this location had the highest number of bacterial advisories 
compared to other recreational sites. In 2019, this trend came to an end as the number of 
advisories for Bay View West dropped significantly. Improved water quality can be attributed  
to the construction of a sanitary sewer system in the Village of Bay View, which led to the  
abandonment of antiquated failing septic systems.

BAY VIEW WEST ADVISORIES (2016-2019)
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BEACH PROGRAM  
 
Since the late 1980’s, the beach program has become a staple in Erie County for 
monitoring bacteria levels at our local beaches. Our program samples 25 beaches and 
recreational sites for Escherichia coli (E. coli). These samples are collected between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day, when recreational water activity is at its highest. In 2019, 
a total of 1,382 samples were analyzed for E. coli. 
 
As a part of the beach program, we collect and maintain data on all of our locations. 
This allows us to recognize trends, such as those occurring at Bay View West sampling 
site. Between 2016 and 2018 sampling seasons, this location had the highest number of 
bacterial advisories compared to other recreational sites. In 2019, this trend came to an 
end as the number of advisories for Bay View West dropped significantly. Improved 
water quality can be attributed to the construction of a sanitary sewer system in the 
Village of Bay View, which led to the abandonment of antiquated failing septic systems. 

 

Bay View West Advisories (2016-2019): 
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Our Agency also records weather data to 
create predictive models for Nickel Plate 
Beach and Main Street Beach. Laboratory 
tests for E. coli require a minimum of 18 hours to 
process, but these models allow us to predict 
same-day results. We strive for accuracy, and 
both of our models had a great season. The 
model for Nickel Plate Beach was 93 percent 
accurate, which is the highest percentage 
ever recorded for this location. The model for 
Main Street Beach was 81 percent accurate.

BEACH SAMPLING LOCATIONS

2019 PREDICTIVE MODELING RESULTS

Predictive Model Beach Location Signage

All locations above correspond to the table below
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ERIE COUNTY REGIONAL RESPONSE WATER LABORATORY

Since its inception in January 2017, the Erie County Regional Response Laboratory continues 
to provide 24/7/365 biological and chemical analysis, including Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs), 
to local and regional municipal water facilities, county Health departments, private water and 
wastewater customers. In 2019, our certified analysts within the laboratory performed 1,600 
bacteria tests on drinking water sources and analyzed 200 HABs toxin tests on recreational water 
sources and drinking water sources. The agency also analyzed 900 wastewater test samples from 
area discharging package plants and household treatment systems. 

The tests we provide to our customers allow them to remain compliant with the Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency (OEPA) and the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) for safe drinking water and 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits for wastewater.

Our lab offers the following tests for wastewater, drinking water, and recreational water:

Total Coliform E. Coli Bluegreen Algae (HABs)

If you are interested in testing your potable private water system (well, cistern,  
hauled water storage tank), contaminated surface, or wastewater,  

please contact Jim Warner at 419-626-5623 ext. 105.

• E. coli
• Ammonia
• Carbonaceous Biological  
 Oxygen Demand (CBOD)

• Dissolved Oxygen (DO)
• Total Dissolved Solids (TDS)
• Total Suspended Solids(TSS)
• PH

• Total Coliform
• Chlorine
• Microcystin Toxin (HABs)            
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RABIES INVESTIGATIONS

All mammal exposures (bites or scratches) reported to the Erie County Health Department are 
investigated to ensure the animal involved is not a carrier of the rabies virus. The rabies virus is 100 
percent fatal without receiving post exposure treatment. If a person is exposed to the rabies virus, 
the treatment for rabies is highly effective, as long as they are treated in a timely manner before 
they begin to show symptoms of rabies.  

During 2019, we received 162 animal exposure reports that were investigated for rabies. For the 
first time since 2007, this agency received a positive result on an animal for rabies. Two bats tested 
this year came back positive for rabies. Animals that pose a higher risk for being carriers of rabies 
are wild animals like bats, raccoons, foxes, coyotes, and skunks. This year, 15 exposures were 
reported to this office as having an exposure to a wild animal. 
 

BODY ART

There are currently 17 licensed body art establishments in Erie County. A body art establishment 
provides either tattoo, piercing, permanent cosmetics or microblading or any combination of 
these services. Sanitarians ensure safe and clean conditions of the establishment are optimal to 
prevent bloodborne pathogens. Some items that are viewed during an inspection include, but 
not limited to: training records, sterilization procedures, clean needle techniques, proper jewelry 
used, clean procedure areas, customer record retentions and proper cleaning areas before and 
after obtaining procedures.  

If you are considering body art please contact us to make sure the location and artist are licensed 
with our agency, which will protect you from the risk of bloodborne pathogens and other illnesses.  

RABIES INVESTIGATIONS 

            All mammal exposures (bites or scratches) 
reported to the Erie County Health Department 
are investigated to ensure the animal involved is 
not a carrier of the rabies virus.  The rabies virus 
is 100% fatal without receiving post exposure 
treatment.  If a person is exposed to the rabies 
virus the treatment for rabies is highly effective, 
as long as you are treated in a timely manner 
before you begin to show symptoms of rabies.   
 

During 2019 we received 162 animal exposure reports that were investigated for rabies.  
For the first time since 2007 this agency received a positive results on an animal for 
rabies.  Two bats tested this year came back positive for rabies.  Animals that pose a 
higher risk for being carriers of rabies are wild animals like bats, raccoons, foxes, 
coyotes, and skunks.  This year 15 exposures were reported to this office as having an 
exposure to a wild animal.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
To report an exposure (bite and/or scratch) 
with a mammal please call 419-626-5623 
ext. 108 
 

 
 
PRIVATE AND SEMI-PUBLIC SEWAGE PROGRAM  
 
This year 69 sewage treatment systems (STS) permits were issued in our jurisdiction 
during 2019. Of those permits 29 were new installations, 26 were replacements, 5 were 
alterations, 7 were abandonments and 2 were for small-flow system. Supporting those 
inspections were 81 site and design reviews approvals during 2019.  
 

Animal Investigated 
for Rabies 

Number of 
Animals 

Dogs 102 

Cats 34 

Bats 6 

Raccoons 4 

Ferrets 1 

Skunks 1 

Foxes 1 

Rodent/Rabbits 1 

Other  1 

DID YOU KNOW? 
All dogs, cats, and ferrets 
require a rabies vaccine in 
the State of Ohio? 
Only a licensed 
veterinarian is qualified to 
give a pet a rabies 
vaccine? 

 
 

          DID YOU KNOW? 
 DID YOU KNOW?

All dogs, cats, and ferrets 
require a rabies vaccine 
in the state of Ohio. Only 
a licensed veterinarian is 
qualified to give a pet a 

rabies vaccine.

For more information, call  
Heather Hayes at 419-626-5623 ext. 104

To report an exposure (bite and/or scratch) with 
a mammal, please call Craig Ward

at 419-626-5623 ext. 118
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PRIVATE AND SEMI-PUBLIC SEWAGE PROGRAM 

This year 69 Sewage Treatment Systems (STS) permits were issued in our jurisdiction. Of those 
permits, 29 were new installations, 26 were replacements, five were alterations, seven were 
abandonments and two were for small-flow systems. Supporting those inspections were 81 site 
and design reviews approvals during 2019. 

Our department received a $150,000 grant from the Ohio EPA Water Pollution Control Loan Fund 
(WPCLF).These funds were awarded to qualifying applicants to replace failing Sewage Treatment 
Systems (STS), Repair STS or connect failing STS to public sanitary sewers where available. All of the 
grant funds were used during 2019 to install 10 replacement systems. Moving forward, we have 
been awarded another $150,000 to be utilized in 2020.

          

Our department, in conjunction with Huron and Seneca County Health Departments, conducted 
a Sewage Contractor Meeting on December 13, 2019. This meeting provided 40 sewage 
contractor participants with 6 hours of continuing education for their registration in 2020. Topics 
such as bloodborne pathogens, equipment, wastewater technologies and regulation updates 
were covered.  

The Semi-Public Sewage Program consists of 239 licensed locations of which all receive at least 
one inspection per year and some have two inspections per year. A semi-public is a location that 
is a commercial type of business that treats up to 25,000 gallons of sewage per day. Given the 
number of licensed locations in our jurisdiction, the ECHD conducts in excess of 290 inspections 
each year. 

LEAD HAZARD CONTROL

The use of lead-based paint was banned by the EPA in 1978 due to its detrimental health effects.  
When ingested or inhaled, lead paint or lead dust can cause permanent health issues in both 
children and adults.  Children under the age of six are much more susceptible to lead paint 
hazards due to crawling, putting their hands in their mouths, etc. These can cause irreversible 
health effects in children such as: developmental delay, nervous system damage, learning 
disabilities, and in extreme cases, death.  Adults can also be at risk of health issues associated 
with lead paint such as: high blood pressure, loss of memory, fertility problems  
and can even lead to premature births or miscarriages.  

Newly installed private septic system Private sewage inspection prior to final cover up

For more information, call Mark Janowich at 419-626-5323 ext. 108
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In 2019, the Erie County Health Department completed the third and final year of the three-year 
HUD Lead Hazard Control Grant. The purpose of the grant funding was to identify and control 
lead hazards in pre-1978 homes of families with children under six years of age. Upon finalizing 
the grant at the end of 2019, a total of 91 “Lead-Safe” housing units were completed during  
the course of the grant. Also in 2019, the Erie County Health Department was awarded another 
Lead Hazard Control Grant in the amount of $3,828,430, which will begin in 2020. A total of 170 
“Lead-Safe” housing units are projected to be completed during this new grant cycle. 

Protect your family today from lead poisoning by lead testing yourself - if you are pregnant -  
and your children by calling the Erie County Community Health Center at 419-626-5323 ext. 174 

PLUMBING 

The plumbing program is a regional program that covers commercial plumbing permits for Erie, 
Sandusky, Seneca, Wyandot, and Hardin counties.  This year saw a large amount of new projects 
from new schools in Sandusky County, new hotels in Erie County, a new nursing home in Seneca 
County, and a large medical gas expansion at a hospital in Hardin County.  The following chart is 
a breakdown of the number of permits and inspections per county.

Completed lead project Peeling lead paint hazard

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
THE HUD LEAD HAZARD 

CONTROL PROGRAM AND 
SUBMIT A PRELIMINARY 
APPLICATION SCAN THE 

QR CODE 
 
PLUMBING  
 
The plumbing program is a regional program that covers commercial plumbing permits 
for Erie, Sandusky, Seneca, Wyandot, and Hardin counties.  This year saw a large 
amount of new projects from new school in Sandusky County, new hotels in Erie 
County, a new nursing home in Seneca County, and a large medical gas expansion at a 
hospital in Hardin County.  The following chart is a breakdown of the number of permits 
and inspection per county. 
 
County Permits Inspections 
Erie* 185 249 
Sandusky 24 56 
Seneca 24 62 
Wyandot 14 26 
Hardin 18 27 
Total 265 420 
*Erie County also requires residential plumbing permits 

 
For plumbing related questions please call Wyatt Simons at 419-626-5623 ext. 209. 
 
ENVIORONMENTAL HEALTH EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT    

     
Heather Hayes is a Registered Sanitarian (RS) who has been with us for 2 years.  
Heather typically works performing food safety inspections, nuisance inspections, rabies 
investigations, pool/spa inspections, and body art facility inspections.   Since here 
appointment she has taken the lead in our food safety training and has taught food 
trainings to more than 350 operators working throughout Northwest Ohio.  

 

 

 

For plumbing related questions please call Wyatt Simons 
at 419-626-5623 ext. 209
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FOOD SAFETY

The food safety program focuses on the five Centers for Disease 
Control risk factors to prevent a foodborne illness during inspections 
within our locally licensed food establishments: ensuring foods are 
from approved sources, proper cooking temperatures of foods, 
proper cold holding and hot holding of foods, clean and sanitary 
food utensils and equipment and proper personal hygiene of 
food employees.  

We performed over 1,500 inspections in 2019 at the 876 licensed 
facilities in the health district. Our inspections range from a standard 
inspection, complaint inspection, and licensing inspection used 
to open up new, safe, and sanitary food facilities. In 2019, our 
department reviewed and approved the opening of 21 new 
facilities across Erie County.

In June of 2019, we started the last year of our 3 year FDA Grant 
($203,000). During this year we introduced public giveaway 
events. There were a total of five public giveaways where food 
safety tools were distributed after a spin on our “Wheel of Fortune." 
Cutting boards, sanitizer wipes, coolers, vegetable brushes and 
thermometers were among the items given away to the public.

DID YOU KNOW?
Most foodborne illnesses occur in the 

home from improper storage, cooking 
and holding temperatures of food. 

Mark Janowich RS, Anne Wells RS,  
Chris Stelzer RS and Heather Hayes RS  

Sanitarian staff conducting  
food inspections

For questions on food safety, please contact food program 
manager Nina Johannsen at 419-626-5623 ext. 148

DID YOU KNOW?
Hand washing is an important hygiene procedure 
that requires a specific procedure and is a common 
occurrence in establishments. To properly wash hands:

1. Vigorously wash hands in 100°F water for 10-15  
 seconds
2. Rinse hands and dry hands with a single use  
 paper towel
3. Turn the faucet of the hand sink off with a separate  
 clean paper towel while water is still running to not  
 re-contaminate clean hands

Vince Chuma RS, Registered Sanitarian
"Wheel of Fortune" Event  
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FOOD TRAINING

During 2019, the Erie County Health Department conducted quarterly trainings in both “Person-in-
Charge,” formerly Level 1 training and “Food Protection Manager’s Certification,” formerly Level 
2 training to operators within Erie County and surrounding counties. These courses are extremely 
important as they teach both food managers and food operator’s basic and advanced food 
safety concepts. Besides food safety knowledge the courses provide participants with best 
practices to take back to their operations to ensure foods are safe and are served under sanitary 
conditions.   

The Person-in-Charge course was conducted both in house and by request on-site at our licensed 
facilities. A total of 71 participants received the Person-in-Charge certification during 2019.  

To successfully pass the Food Protection Manager’s course and receive certification from the 
Ohio Department of Health, you have to pass a 90 question test with a score of 75 percent or 
higher. During the 2019 year: 152 students were taught with an average passing score of 86.7 
percent. The Food Protection Manager course is a requirement for a majority of cook and serve 
facilities per the Ohio Uniform Food Safety Code.  

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Heather Hayes is a Registered Sanitarian (RS) who has been with us for two 
years. Heather typically works performing food safety inspections, nuisance 
inspections, rabies investigations, pool/spa inspections, and body art facility 
inspections. Since her appointment, she has taken the lead in our food 
safety training and has taught food trainings to more than 350 operators 
working throughout Northwest Ohio. 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN TAKING THE FOOD 
PROTECTION MANAGER’S COURSE SCAN THE QR CODE
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CONTACT INFORMATION

HOURS OF OPERATION

 Monday – Friday    8:00 am – 5:00 pm
 Evening Hours Available By Appointment
 419-626-5623 |  www.eriecohealthohio.com

SERVICE NUMBERS.......................................................................... 419-626-5623

 Erie County Community Health Center................................................. Ext. 174
 Epidemiology and Surveillance.............................................................. Ext. 200
 WIC............................................................................................................. Ext. 137
 Environmental Health............................................................................... Ext. 115
 Construction Services/Plumbing............................................................. Ext. 115 
 Detox Facility............................................................................................. 419-624-3353

ERIE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF....... 419-626-5623 
 
 Peter T. Schade, MPH, RS......................................................................... Ext. 112
  Health Commissioner Cell: 419-656-2796
 Joseph Palmucci, CFO............................................................................ Ext. 116
  Chief Financial Officer
 Robert England, MSOH, RS...................................................................... Ext. 102
  Chief Environmental Public Health Officer
 Shari Greene, RN...................................................................................... Ext. 132
  Chief Health Planning Officer
 Trey Hardy, JD........................................................................................... Ext. 185
  Chief of Behavioral Health

TO VIEW OUR AGENCY SERVICES COMMERCIAL, PLEASE SCAN THE QR CODE



DO YOU NEED A DOCTOR?
CALL 419-626-5623 EXT. 174

DO YOU NEED A DENTIST?
CALL 419-626-5623 EXT. 174

DO YOU NEED WIC? 
CALL 419-626-5623 EXT. 137

ERIE COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT &
ERIE COUNTY COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER

420 Superior Street
Sandusky, Ohio 44870

www.eriecohealthohio.com

MANY SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS ARE AVAILABLE
WITH OUR DOCTORS AND DENTISTS


