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The 2015 Erie County Health Department/Erie County Community Health Center Annual Report reflects several 
important benchmarks for our combined agency.

The 2015 Annual Report contains services and program data; such as the number of hours devoted to epidemiological 
disease investigations, food service inspections and food safety time and resource utilization as well as other accountable 
information pertaining to all of our programs.

In May of 2015, the Erie County Health Department and our Erie County Community Health Center became a fully 
funded Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC). With this new status, we are now eligible for grant funding to help 
our citizens achieve a greater quality of life. For example, our Dental Clinic will be eligible for service expansion grants 
due to our fully funded FQHC status. This new expansion will yield more care to those in need of oral healthcare.

In November 2015, the Erie County Health Department was awarded national accreditation through the Public Health 
Accreditation Board (PHAB). We are proud to attest to our citizens that of the over 3,000 public health agencies in 
the nation; we are one of the first 100 health departments to become accredited! This was possible through strong 
support by our Board of Health, our staff commitment to prepare our agency for the accreditation process, and their 
continuous efforts in providing the highest level of service.

To date, the Erie County Health Department/Erie County Community Health Center is the only nationally accredited 
local health department and Federally Qualified Health Center in the United States of America.

Fiscally speaking, the Erie County Health Department/Erie County Community Health Center has again maintained 
our budget in a positive direction. We, through careful strategic planning, have once again ended 2015 in the “black”.  
This is an achievement marked by strong audit reports and a solid fiscal approach to our day-to-day operations. 
Part of being accredited is the “assurance” to our citizens that we are doing what they expect and what needs to be 
accomplished. This is very true for our fiscal administration as well. Thank you for the levy support, as you can be 
assured the dollars are being maximized toward disease prevention and our mission statements.

In closing, January 2016, we lost Mr. George L. Mylander. Mr. Mylander was a longtime Erie 
County Board of Health member and true mentor to our progressive leadership here at the Erie 
County Health Department/Erie County Community Health Center. George, of course, was 
very fond of public health and the successes we achieved over the years.  George’s impact on the 
quality of life in Erie County will be felt for generations. Thank you George.

As a resident, please feel free to call me anytime I can be of assistance to you or someone you 
know. My cell phone number is (419) 656-2796. 

Yours in good health,

Peter T. Schade, MPH, RS     
Health Commissioner
Erie County Health Department
Erie County Community Health Center

Message to the Community
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The purpose of the Erie County District Advisory Council is to elect its officers, appoint members to the Erie County 
Board of Health, receive and consider the annual or special reports of the Erie County Health Department and make 
recommendations to the Erie County Board of Health in regard to matters for the betterment of health and sanitation 
within the District, or for needed legislation.

The District Advisory Council membership consists of the President of the Erie County Board of Commissioners, the 
chief executive of each municipal corporation not constituting a city health district (mayors of cities and villages), and 
the chairperson of board of township trustees of each township in the Erie County General Health District or their 
designated representatives.  

The District Advisory Council met on March 9, 2015 at 12:00 noon.

The District Advisory Council consists of:

Mayor of the City of Huron    Chairperson of the Berlin Township Trustees 
Mayor of the City of Sandusky   Chairperson of the Florence Township Trustees 
Mayor of the City of Vermilion   Chairperson of the Groton Township Trustees
Mayor of the Village of Bay View   Chairperson of the Huron Township Trustees
Mayor of the Village of Berlin Heights  Chairperson of the Margaretta Township Trustees
Mayor of the Village of Castalia   Chairperson of the Milan Township Trustees
Mayor of the Village of Kelleys Island   Chairperson of the Oxford Township Trustees
Mayor of the Village of Milan    Chairperson of the Perkins Township Trustees
Erie County Commissioners    Chairperson of the Vermilion Township Trustees

Erie County District Advisory Council
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Erie County Board of Health
The Erie County Board of Health is a separate body politic. The Board of Health and the Erie County Health Department 
are an independent agency operating under Ohio Revised Code and Ohio Administrative Code in Erie County, Ohio.  
The Erie County Board of Health members are appointed by the three principal cities and the Erie County District 
Advisory Council. The Board of Health in turn appoints the Health Commissioner. The purpose of the Erie County 
Board of Health is to define the organization’s target populations to be served; evaluate the accomplishments of the 
program plan; hire the executive officer (Health Commissioner); take a lead in the development of financial resources 
and represent the public interest.

Board of Health Members     Appointing Authority
Mrs. Linda Miller-Moore, President    District Advisory Council
Mr. George Steinemann, President Pro-Tem   City of Sandusky
Dr. Dina C. Bauer, DPM     City of Vermilion
Mr. Richard Bulan      District Advisory Council
Dr. Marsha D. Cooper, MD     City of Sandusky
Mrs. Thelma Darden      City of Sandusky
Ms. Dawn DeMuth      District Advisory Council
Mr. Darwitt Garrett      City of Sandusky
Mr. Larry Holkenborg      District Advisory Council
Mr. George L. Mylander     City of Sandusky
Mrs. Nancy Thornhill      City of Huron

Board of Health meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month except the December meeting as posted, at  
6:00 PM in the Erie County Health Department Board Room located at 420 Superior Street, Sandusky and are 
open to the public.

The Board of Health met on the following dates in 2015:
January 27    July 28
February 24    August 25
March 31    September 29
April 28    October 27
May 26     November 24
June 30     December 8 & 23

The Finance Committee of the Erie County Board of Health met on July 28, 2015 to discuss the preparation of the  
2016 Agency Budget, administrative roles, statutory administrative expense, and the role of the board of health, 
financial management of grants, and the costs involved with the implementation of a new organizational chart.

The Personnel Committee of the Erie County Board of Health met on August 25, 2015 to review the existing personnel 
policies and suggested revisions to current edition of the Erie County Health Department Personnel Policies discuss 
the implementation of a new organizational chart.
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Erie County Community Health Center
Erie County Health Center Board
Mr. Timothy Horgan, MPH; President
Mrs. Melissa Hacker, Vice President
Ms. Flora Irby, Secretary
Mr. Robert Carter, Treasurer
Mr. Randall A. Smith
Mrs. Shirley Langdon
Mrs. Frankie Byrd
Mrs. Marva Jackson
Ms. Chris Ferguson
Mrs. Shelisa Johnson

Erie County Community Health Center Board meetings are held on the second Monday of each month, at 5:00 
PM in the Erie County Health Department Board Room.

Human Resources & Compliance
The year 2015 was a period of growth for the Erie County Health Department and Erie County Community Health 
Center as the Agency expanded services.  The Agency employs 60 full-time employees and 24 part-time employees.  
In 2015, 20 new employees were hired and four employees were promoted to fill vacancies within the department.   
The Erie County Health Department and Erie County Community Health Center job vacancies and employment 
applications are available on our website at www.ecghd.org/About Us/Job Opportunities.  

1 – Health Commissioner      4 – Certifying Health Professional
6 – Directors       1 – Plumbing Inspector II 
1 – Medical Director       1 – Account Clerk II
1 – Physician        2 – Public Health Educator I
1 – Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner    1 – Patient Access Navigator
1 – Dentist        3 – Licensed Practical Nurse II
10 – Supervisor       6 – Licensed Practical Nurse
2 – Program Coordinator      3 – Dental Assistant
6 – Program Manager      1 – Registrar
2 – Dental Hygienist      7 – Clerk Specialist
4 – Public Health Sanitarian      3 – Clerk II
2 – Public Health Nurse II     1 – Peer Counselor
13 – Public Health Nurse I      1 – Public Health Aide  
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Contracted Professionals
Brian Baxter, MD     Rick Krafty    
Terry L. Griffith, Esq.     Rick Visci, DO     
Kyle Knight      Marianne Socha, DVM    
John Ramey, DO     Jeffrey Garman, DO   
Elizabeth Musolf, MSN, PNP    John Imm, MD
Michael Blank, MD     Ronald Luchini, DDS
Ed Henderson, ESI     G. Robert Kaftan, DO

The personnel policies were reviewed and revisions made to reflect public entity policy and provide employees with 
information useful in getting answers to questions concerning benefits, programs, and operational policies during 
employment at the Erie County Health Department.  All of the position descriptions have been reviewed and revised 
to meet the requirements for public health accreditation while assuring a competent public health and personal 
healthcare workforce. 

In September, 2015, the Erie County Board of Health approved the implementation of the organizational chart which 
includes the addition of three Chief Officers that will report to the Health Commissioner.  The Chief Environmental 
Public Health Officer oversees the Construction Services Division and the Environmental Health Division.  The Chief 
Health Planning Officer will oversee the Public Health Nursing Division, Primary Care & Clinical Services Division, 
and the Community Health Division.  The Chief Financial Officer will oversee the Finance, Administration, Grants, 
and Accreditation Division.

Agency compliance enforces laws and regulations that protect health and ensure safety of the Agency’s employees 
and the Erie County community with the development of policies and plans that support individual and community 
health efforts.
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                  The 10 Essential Public Health Services 
& Public Health Accreditation

The 10 Essential Public Health Services were identified by the Centers for Disease Control as part of their National 
Public Health Performance Standards.  The 10 Essential Public Health services are considered to be the activities that 
a public health agency must undertake in order to fully serve and support their community’s needs.  

Public Health Accreditation was developed to improve service, value, and accountability to stakeholders. Public Health 
Accreditation is based on a set of high standards, and is a system used for measuring health department attainment 
and performance against those standards.  Accreditation is a method for rewarding the health departments who 
meet these high standards.  The standards used for accreditation are comprised of the 10 Essential Public Health 
Services. Accreditation documents the ability of the health department to provide these services at a high level, and 
the assurance to the community that the essential services are provided.  



7

The Erie County Health Department has been providing and facilitating the 10 Essential Services for Erie County 
for many years and was thusly awarded full accreditation through the Public Health Accreditation Board (PHAB) 
in November of 2015. The national accreditation program works to improve and protect the health of the public by 
advancing the quality and performance of the nation’s Tribal, state, local and territorial public health departments. The 
national accreditation program, jointly supported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation, sets standards against which the nation’s more than 3,000 governmental public health 
departments can continuously improve the quality of their services and performance. To receive accreditation, a health 
department must undergo a rigorous, multi-faceted, peer reviewed assessment process to 
ensure it meets or exceeds a set of quality standards and measures. The Erie County Health 
Department (ECHD) is an elite agency that is one of the first 100 health departments 
to achieve accreditation. With over 3,000 health departments across the country that 
are preparing to seek accreditation through PHAB, the non-profit organization that 
administers the national public health accreditation program, ECHD is truly a leader in 
public health. The Erie County Health Department an Erie County Community Health 
Center is the only agency in the nation that has the distinction of being both: a PHAB 
accredited health department and a full Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC).

The pursuit of accreditation has further encouraged and stimulated continuous quality and performance improvements 
within the Health Department and Health Center. It has also provided for greater accountability and transparency to 
our stakeholders.  

This annual report is comprised of reports from all of the program areas that constitute the Health Department and 
Health Center.  The reports will highlight the services provided by those program areas. Although all program areas go 
above and beyond, many of these services directly support the 10 Essential Services listed below. The health department 
performs these services in many ways and through many different program areas.  Look for the essential services to be 
highlighted throughout this report!

1. Monitor health status to identify and solve community health problems.
2. Diagnose and investigate health problems and health hazards in the community.
3. Inform, educate, and empower people about health issues.
4. Mobilize community partnerships and action to identify and solve health problems.
5. Develop policies and plans that support individual and community health efforts.
6. Enforce laws and regulations that protect health and ensure safety.
7. Link people to needed personal health services and assure the provision of health care when otherwise unavailable.
8. Assure competent public and personal health care workforce.
9. Evaluate effectiveness, accessibility, and quality of personal and population-based health services.
10. Research for new insights and innovative solutions to health problems.
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ODH Profiles – Performance Database
Ohio Department of Health Profile and Performance Database contains twelve domains that each local health 
department has to answer.  These domains mirror the requirements of PHAB.  This database demonstrates to the Ohio 
Department of Health what we are doing as an Agency.  The Erie County Health Department has met 215 of the 215 
standards.

Strategic Planning, Workforce Development, and Quality Improvement
In late 2014 the Erie County Board of Health approved the new Erie County Health Department Strategic Plan. The 
Strategic Plan serves as the road map for the Health Department’s endeavors from 2015 through 2019. The Strategic 
plan was thoughtfully created with input from all Health Department staff members, data from Community Health 
Assessment, the Erie County Community Health Improvement Plan. The input of the staff was enormously important 
as they interact daily with the citizens of our community and they understand their needs. All of this input was 
distilled into a grouping of strategic priorities, goals and objectives. These items were chosen as the key areas that 
must be addressed by the Health Department in order to provide the 10 Essential Public Health Services, expand our 
services to our community and region, and to maintain fiscal responsibility so that we continue to offer our services 
at a high level.  

In conjunction with the 2015 Strategic Plan; a Performance Management System has been developed to track the Health 
Department, divisions, programs, and individual staff member’s progress toward achieving the goals and objectives 
detailed in the strategic plan. The Performance Management System consists of work plans for each staff member, 
program, and division within the Health Department and acts as a checklist of activities that must be completed 
sequentially. When these individual activities are completed the goals and objectives within the Strategic Plan are met.  

The Health Department has also developed a Workforce Development Plan. This basic function of this plan is to ensure 
that a properly trained staff is available to deliver the 10 Essential Public Health Services. Beyond this, the Workforce 
Development Plan serves to address succession needs for the future of the Health Department. Training curriculums 
have been developed for position descriptions to maintain the minimum qualifications and knowledge for that 
position as well as additional training for potential service expansion and/or promotion within the agency.  The Health 
Department utilizes a web-based platform for many of these training requirements. This service schedules, tracks, and 
retains all training actives conducted with it. In addition, staff members at all levels of the organizational structure are 
encouraged to attend training events, educational conferences, and to participate in their professional associations.  

ECHD has embraced the practice of continuous quality improvement and strives to incorporate quality improvement 
(QI) into all programs and process. ECHD uses QI to make processes and service delivery more efficient, to address 
poor service delivery, and to address lacking of performance as indicated by the reports generated by the Performance 
Management System. QI training is a standard requirement in the curriculum for management staff in the Workforce 
Development Plan. Beyond the Workforce Development Plan’s QI training requirement the Erie County Health 
Department hosted three Lean Ohio Bootcamp Trainings and enrolled thirty-five staff members in these training 
events in 2015. This intensive week-long training provided instruction and the implementation of Lean methods and 
tools. The entire program is tailored to the public-sector workplace and public-sector processes. Included is an in-depth 
simulation involving a prototypical agency, so participants build their toolkits by the way of real-world situations. This 
is practical training aimed at generating results. Participants have been able to use their new knowledge and skills 
immediately - to make government simpler, faster, and less costly. Continuing into 2016, the Erie County Health 
Department is committed to hosting more trainings and enrolling more staff to provide our health district better and 
more efficient customer service.
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                  Erie County Health Department         
2015 Financial Report

The Administrative Services Division within the Erie County Health Department has an important role to fulfill. This 
division is charged with the financial planning and all of the details surrounding the fiscal management of the agency 
including billing, accounts receivable, accounts payable, purchasing, logistics, facilities management, work force training, 
vital statistics, payroll, and various departmental programs. Daily attention is given to the most efficient and appropriate 
use of limited revenue funds. A “good governance” philosophical approach guides our decision making process. 

The division develops policies and plans to ensure the delivery of public health services is at the highest level possible.  
This is done through extensive planning of a realistic and balanced budget to allow the department to operate efficiently.  
This, coupled with the use of proper accounting and bookkeeping practices, enables the agency to prioritize and 
manage expense decisions, keep the budget on track, and meet our stakeholders’ expectations for fiscal performance.

The Erie County Health Department operates from three separate levies, a .2, .3, and .5 mill levy. These levies account 
for just 28.5% of our annual budget. Conversely, a full 71.5% comes from outside funding through grants and other 
sources. As we continue to use financial guideposts to plan our service expansions, our county residents can expect 
to see this trend of decreased reliance on levy funding continue into the future. We are proud of this conservative 
management and our ongoing ability to provide service excellence in these tough times.

The Health Department’s .5 mill replacement levy was placed on the ballot in November 2015. This levy passed in all 
62 Erie County precincts and the Lorain County portion of Vermilion. Additional information on your taxes is also 
available by visiting the Erie County Auditor’s website http://erie.iviewtaxmaps.com.

Within the vital statistics unit, real time data is obtained to monitor conditions of mortality to better understand 
causes of death within Erie County. This monitoring ranges from acute or chronic diseases to infant mortality that 
would indicate health risks in our community. Vital Statistics is also responsible for tracking births in Erie County.

Through Human Resources, the Erie County Health Department diligently monitors and evaluates the skill sets of 
employees to assure the highest level of public health delivery possible.

The Administrative Services Division also provides linkage to the community as well as multiple other entities through 
information technology. The information technology unit oversees large amounts of data that not only provides the 
public with vital information regarding the Erie County Health Department programs, but also potential lifesaving 
information.  

The Administrative Services Division continues to mobilize the community through multiple facets to ensure sound 
delivery of public health programs. With this commitment by the community to identify the need for public health 
in Erie County, the Administrative Services Division will continue to place a large emphasis on working with our 
stakeholders. 
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The Erie County Health Department/Erie County Community Health Center undergoes three separate financial 
audits each year. These audits ensure that we meet or exceed federal, state, and local requirements for reporting and 
documenting the financial data of the organization.

 •  The Local Government Services division of the Auditor of State reviews our records and compiles our  
  general purpose external financial statements.

 • The Auditor of State conducts a general annual audit to ensure compliance with state and federal laws  
  and principles.

 • A private firm conducts an audit of our health center related cost report to verify compliance with the  
  standards in Medicaid State Plan Amendment 10-014.  A health center cost report is submitted to the Ohio  
  Department of Medicaid for reimbursement of excess expenses over revenue incurred to provide Medicaid  
  services. We request reimbursement using an Alternative Payment Methodology, which is a voluntary means  
  of payment above and beyond the normal payment structure.

The health department is responsible for scheduling and paying for these audits. These audits reaffirm our use of 
proper accounting and bookkeeping practices, which enables the agency to meet our stakeholders’ expectations for 
fiscal performance. We continually receive clean audit ratings and received an Auditor of State Award. 

Medicaid Administrative Claiming (MAC)
By participating in the Medicaid Administrative Claiming (MAC) Program, the Erie County Health Department/
Erie County Community Health Center (ECHD/ECCHC) receives reimbursement for administrative activities that 
directly support efforts to identify and enroll eligible clients into Medicaid, to bring them services covered by Medicaid, 
to remove barriers to accessing Medicaid services and to reduce gaps in Medicaid services.  

ECHD/ECCHC and the Medicaid Program share a focus on improving access to health care for low income individuals.  
A lack of health insurance, limited availability of providers, limited transportation, language barriers and the complex 
health care system pose challenges to many.  Through MAC, ECHD/ECCHC is reimbursed, in part, for our efforts that 
assist low income individuals in enrolling in Medicaid and accessing appropriate Medicaid-covered services.  

Statutory Administrative Expense
The Erie County Health Department is required by state statute to remit a portion of collected license and permit 
fees in mandated environmental health programs and a portion of sales of birth and death certificates of the Vital 
Statistics department back to the Ohio Department of Health, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, or Ohio EPA. 
The remitted portion is recorded both as revenue and expense to the Agency.  The following areas are programs in 
which a submittal back to the state is obligated.
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 Program License/Permit/ Statutory Administrative Percentage of Revenue
  Sales Revenue Expense Remitted to the State
 Food Protection $359,380 $20,392 6%
 Pools and Spa Program $40,344 $11,520 29%
 Campground Program $7,007 $1,880 27%
 Private Sewage $54,442 $930 2%
 Private Water $1,162 $258 22%
 Solid Waste $69,000 $60,000 87%
 Vital Statistics $190,790 $100,837 53% 
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Grants Summary
Opportunities to secure funding that help support the Health Department’s strategic priorities are pursued 
on a continual basis. Funds are made available from federal and state agencies, national organizations, and local 
foundations. Awarded grant funds make up 23% of the Health Department’s annual operating budget and are an 
important source of external funding to help us implement programs and services that meet the public health needs of  
community residents.   

 Grant Applications   Number
 Submitted    34

 Awarded Funding   28 (82%)

 Denied Funding   6 (18%)

 Type Of Application   Submitted (Result)
 Federal     6 (4 Awarded. 2 Denied)

 State     17 (16 Awarded, 1 Denied)

 Local     6 (5 Awarded, 1 Denied)

 National    5 (3 Awarded, 2 Denied)

 Funding     Dollar Amount
 Requested In All Applications  $2,733,339

 Awarded    $2,281,832

 Denied     $396,987

Did you know? The community health assessment process 
provides the data for the Erie County Health Department to 
apply for grants that assist our community toward achieving 

an improved quality of life.
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Federal, State and Local Grants Summary

Title Award Funding Source Purpose
Drug Free Communities $125,000 U.S. Dept. of Health and Human 

Services
Establishes a community coalition for prevention activities 
regarding youth drug use.

CFHS $62,998 Ohio Department of Health Provides community-wide health planning and child nutrition and 
Infant Safe Sleep message/education campaigns.

Public Health Emergency 
Preparedness

$86,512 Ohio Department of Health Develops and maintains emergency preparedness within the local 
community.

Happiest Baby on the Block $2,502 Wightman-Wieber Foundation of 
Erie County

Conduct new parent and infant care giver classes to include 
discussion of infant behavior and safe sleep.

Sewage Treatment Systems $70,000 ODH/EPA Assists eligible households with cost of repairing/replacing 
household sewage treatment systems.

2-1-1 Information & Referral $8,500 Sandusky Community 
Development Block Grant

Provides for a free phone/website information and referral service 
for Erie County residents searching for assistance.

Sandusky Wellness $10,000 Sandusky Community 
Development Block Grant

Engages targeted residents in wellness education and preventive 
health activities.

Opioid Reversal for Rural 
Areas

$100,000 U.S. Dept. of Health and Human 
Services

Provides training to first responders and family members for 
administration of a reversal drug used in the event of opioid 
overdose

Beach Water Monitoring $32,400 Ohio Department of Health Provides assessment of water quality at all bathing beaches in 
Erie County along with public notification.

Safe Communities $35,000 Ohio Department of Public 
Safety - Traffic Safety Office

Establishes a local coalition to reduce fatal motor vehicle crashes 
and injuries through impaired driving, seat belt, motorcycle 
awareness campaigns.

Women, Infants & Children 
(WIC)

$689,362 Ohio Department of Health Provides supplemental foods, nutrition education and 
breastfeeding support to women, infants and children in Erie and 
Huron Counties.

Infant Mortality $20,000 RCHN Community Health 
Foundation

Addresses disparities in local infant mortality rates through 
education and awareness activities.

Local Conversations $5,000 Ohio Commission on Minority 
Health

Determine priorities and create a strategic plan to address local 
health disparities.

Minority Health Month $3,000 Ohio Commission on Minority 
Health

Conduct educational community forums regarding safe sleep and 
infant mortality in the African American population in April.

Injury Prevention $77,000 Ohio Department of Health Establishes a local community coalition to focus on prevention of 
falls among older adults.

Moms Quit for Two – Tobacco $46,847 Ohio Department of Health Implements Baby & Me, Tobacco Free program with prenatal/new 
mom smokers to eliminate this health concern for mom and baby.

Outreach & Enrollment $68,460 U.S. Dept. of Health and Human 
Services

Provides assistance to clients in order to gain access to health 
services and eligibility for insurance coverage.

Food Safety $6,000 Association of Food and Drug 
Officials

Expands staff training and professional development within the 
food inspection program.

Indoor Radon $7,545 Ohio Department of Health Promotes awareness of risks of exposure to indoor radon gas, 
radon testing, and risk reduction methods for homeowners.

Immunization Action Plan $26,590 Ohio Department of Health Conducts activities to increase infant immunization rates in Erie 
County.
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Vital Statistics - 2015
The Vital Statistics office in the Administrative Services Division can issue certified copies of most birth certificates for 
those born in Ohio from 1908 through the present. Death certificates can be issued for those who have died in Erie 
County. The cost per copy is $25.00 and a request can be made by mail, by telephone order, or in person by visiting our 
office from Monday – Friday, 8:00 am – 5:00 pm (excluding holidays).

 Erie County Births
     Male   Female  Total 
 Resident    268  255  523
 Non-Resident   124  107  231    
 Total     392  362  754

 Erie County Deaths
     Male   Female  Unknown  Total
 Resident   428  369  1  798
 Non-Resident   214  160  0  374     
 Total     642  529  1  1172

 Causes Of Death In Erie County (All Ages)
 Cause of Death   Resident  Non-Resident  Total 
 Circulatory    281  112  392
 Neoplasm    156  108  264
 Respiratory    111  45  158
 Mental Disorder   90  51  141
 Digestive    28  13  41
 Natural Causes   31  8  39
 Accident/Injury/Poisoning 30  9  39
 Genitourinary  26  11  37
 Nervous System  17  7  24
 Fetal    10  2  12
 Pending   6  3  9
 Suicide   4  4  8
 Endocrine   2  1  3
 Musculoskeletal  3  0  3
 Could Not Be Determined 2  0  2
 Homicide   1  0  0
 SIDS    0  0  0
 Infant    0  0  0
 Unknown   0  0  0       
 Total    798  374  1172
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Erie County Child Fatality Review Board
Child deaths are often regarded as an indicator of the health of a community. While mortality data provide us with an 
overall picture of child deaths (by number and cause), a careful study of every child’s death can help us to learn how 
best to respond to a death and prevent another.  

Recognizing the need to better understand why children die, the Ohio General Assembly passed Substitute House 
Bill Number 448 (HB 448) in July 2000, mandating Child Fatality Review (CFR) Boards in each of Ohio’s counties to 
review the deaths of children under eighteen years of age.

The ultimate purpose of the Erie County review board is to reduce the incidence of preventable child deaths. Infant 
mortality rates are exceptionally high in Ohio and our region specifically. To address this the Erie County Health 
Department works to:

 1. Promote cooperation, collaboration, and communication among all groups that serve families  
  and children;
 2.  Maintain a database of all child deaths to develop an understanding of the causes and incidence of  
  those deaths;
 3. Recommend and develop plans for implementing local service and program changes and advise the  
  department of health of aggregate data, trends, and patterns found in child deaths.
 
 
 2015 Child Fatality Review Cases
 Age  Cause of Death
 10 Years Positional Asphyxia
 1 Month Multi Organ Failure
 17 Years Acute Hemoperitoneum
 15 Years Multiple Blunt Force Injury
 5 Months  Necrotizing Enterocolitis 
 3 Months Diffuse Anoxic Encephalopathy and Cerebral Edema
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Erie County Demographic Profile
 Variable   Erie County Census 2009-2013  Ohio Census 2013
     (5 year estimate) 
Age
20-29     10.9%     13.2%
30-39     10.7%     11.9%
40-49     13.4%     13.2%
50-59     16.1%     14.7%
60 plus     24.9%     21.3%
  
Race/Ethnicity
White     87.3%     82.5%
Black or African American  8.1%     12.1%
American Indian and Alaska Native 0.4%     0.2%
Asian     0.5%     1.8%
Other     0.6%     0.8%
Hispanic Origin (may be of any race) 3.5%     3.3%
  
Marital Status†
Married Couple   52.3%     47.8%
Never been married/
     member of an unmarried couple  26.3%     31.8% 
Divorced/Separated   12.0%     14.0%
Widowed    7.5%     6.4%
  
Education†
Less than High School Diploma 10.8%     11.0%
High School Diploma   39.5%     34.2%
Some college/College graduate 49.8%     54.8%
  
Income (Families)
$14,999 and less   7.1%     8.7%
$15,000 to $24,999   7.2%     8.2%
$25,000 to $49,999   26.2%     23.4%
$50,000 to $74,999   19.8%     20.3%
$75,000 or more   39.6%     39.4%
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Primary Care and & Clinical Services
The Erie County Community Health Center is a FQHC (Federally Qualified Health Center), providing health care 
services to individuals in Erie County and the surrounding areas. The Erie County Health Department/Erie County 
Community Health Center is the only nationally accredited local health department and Federally Qualified Health 
Center in the nation. The Erie County Community Health Center serves as a Patient Centered Medical Home (PCMH), 
providing primary care and a variety of additional healthcare services to patients with a focus on meeting the basic 
health care needs and informing, educating and empowering the community about health issues. The Health Center 
maintains an open-door policy, providing treatment regardless of an individual’s income or insurance coverage.  
All insurances, Medicare and Medicaid plans are accepted. All health center services and programs offered at the 
Erie County Community Health Center are focused on wellness, disease prevention, health promotion, and chronic  
disease management.

The mission of the Health Center is: To provide affordable, quality, comprehensive primary and preventative 
health care across all life cycles in a patient centered medical home environment.

The Erie County Community Health Center focuses on a Patient Centered Medical Home model of care. The Patient 
Centered Medical Home is an approach to providing comprehensive primary care, while enhancing care coordination 
with specialty care providers and resources. The Health Center mobilizes community partnerships to identify and 
solve health problems that are directly linked to the target area within Erie County’s Community Health Improvement 
Plan. Our clinicians and staff will:

 • Take personal responsibility and accountability for the ongoing care of our patients;

 • Be accessible to our patients on short notice for expanded hours and open scheduling;

 • Utilize the latest health information technology and evidence-based medical approach, as well as maintain updated  

  electronic medical records;

 • Conduct regular check-ups with patients to identify looming health crises, and initiate treatment/prevention measures  

  before costly, last minute emergency procedures are required;

 • Advise patients on preventative care based on environmental and genetic risk factors they face;

 • Help patients make healthy lifestyle decisions; and

 • Coordinate care, when needed, making sure procedures are relevant, necessary and performed efficiently.

In April 2015, the Erie County Community Health Center 
received full funding and recognition as a Federally 

Qualified Health Center.
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                  Erie County Community Health Center 
Services and Programs

Service Hours by Appointment    
 Monday - Friday:  8 am - 5 pm
 Evening appointments are available. 
 
Health Center Services
 • Breast and Cervical Cancer Program (BCCP) Partner
 • Family Planning Services
 • Flu Clinics for community members, businesses, employers and organizations
 • Immunizations
 • Individual Health Assessments and wellness programs for area businesses and employers
 • Kelleys Island Public Health Clinic
 • Lead Testing for Children and Adults
 • Men’s Health Services
 • Pediatrics
 • Physicals-Work, School and Sports
 • Primary Care (Family Practice)
 • Pregnancy Tests
 • Prenatal/Postpartum Care
 • Preventative Care
 • 12 Public Health Outreach Clinics
 • Senior Clinics at Vermilion and Bayshore Towers
 • Sexually Transmitted Infection (STI) Clinic
 • Tuberculosis (TB) testing
 • Travel Vaccine Clinic
 • Women’s Health Services
 • Dental Care (Preventative and ongoing)

Did you know the Health Center provides 
evening appointments and services 

throughout Erie County?

Did you know that the Travel Vaccine Clinic located at the 
Erie County Community Health Center and our 12 Public 
Health Outreach Clinics is the area’s one stop source to 

receive all your vaccines needed for travel?
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Services We Provided in 2015

Each year, the Erie County Community Health Center expands and grows, providing increased numbers of services 
to our community! 

Health Center Team
Medical Director      Chief Health Planning Officer(RN)
Board Certified Family Practice Physician   Clinical Director (RN)
Board Certified Infectious Disease Physician   Clinical Supervisor (RN)
Board Certified OB/GYN Physician    Registered Nurses
Certified Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner   Licensed Practical Nurses
Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioner    Public Health Aide
Dentist        Registered Dental Hygienists (RDH)
Dental Assistants      Clerical/Billing Staff

Our Providers:
Competent, compassionate, quality care is provided by our Medical and Dental practitioners at the Erie County 
Community Health Center. During 2015, Dr. W. Craig Eldridge and Susan Rice, MSN, WHNP joined our team at the 
Erie County Community Health Center.  Additionally, Elizabeth Musolf, MSN, PNP provides services to our Pediatric 
patients and is working with our team to grow and expand our Pediatric Services available to our communities.    

Each year, the Erie County Community Health Center expands and grows, providing increased numbers of 
services to our community! 
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Dental Clinic Program
The Erie County Community Health Center provides dental and oral health care services to Erie County residents and 
surrounding communities of the region, specifically targeting those who are uninsured, under insured and have limited 
access to oral health care. These residents are able to establish a dental and medical home for ongoing and preventative 
oral health and primary care services. The Erie County Community Health Center is committed to improving the 
overall health of the undeserved population and assuring care for current and future health center patients.

Throughout 2015, dental staff participated in multiple community outreach events such as the Give Kids a Smile 
program.  This nationally recognized program takes place annually to help children in need of dental care and access 
to quality oral health care.  The outreach programs educate and inform our community about the importance of a 
dental visit by a child’s first birthday and providing a dental home for those most in need. Community outreach and 
oral health education is an integral part of our dental program. The goal is to increase oral health education and 
prevention programs targeted toward increasing optimal oral health care services for our community.

Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention Program  (BCCP)
The Erie County Community Health Center is a BCCP provider and partner in Ohio’s Breast and Cervical Cancer 
Project. The Erie County Community Health Center assists in connecting patients to valuable BCCP resources and 
provides clinical exams and services to patients enrolled in the BCCP.

LEEP Services (Loop Electrosurgical Excision Procedure)
In 2015, the Erie County Community Health Center added a new service to the breadth of gynecology services available 
to patients.  The LEEP (Loop Electrosurgical Excision Procedure) is a treatment for abnormal cells of the cervix.  
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Prevention of Infant Mortality 
The State of Ohio has one of the worst infant mortality rates in the nation. Additionally our area has been identified 
as one of the areas of highest concern for infant mortality in the State of Ohio. Erie County Community Health 
Center works in collaboration with the Ohio Department of Health, Ohio Association of Community Health Centers 
and other various quality improvement collaboratives and organizations to reduce Ohio’s Infant Mortality rates. All 
medical staff working in the Health Center have attended seminars on infant mortality and safe sleep practices and are 
trained to properly educate our community to prevent infant mortality. The Erie County Community Health Center 
educates and offers services including preconception health, prenatal and postnatal care, smoking cessation education, 
vaccinations and well child exams to reduce infant mortality rates.

The Erie County Community Health Center is providing the leadership in our region to reduce the incidence of infant 
mortality and improve positive birth outcomes. This leadership involves building partnerships, improving access 
to early prenatal care, improving preconception health, reducing risk factors associated with infant mortality and 
increasing awareness within our community.

The Erie County Community Health Center was awarded a grant from the Ryan Community Health Network 
(RCHN) Foundation to lead a population health initiative focused on improving birth outcomes and reducing infant 
mortality (specifically targeted in the African American population) in our area. This initiative will provide for the 
formation of a work group to facilitate change toward improved outcomes, the distribution of an Infant Mortality 
assessment questionnaire and data analysis, and the presentation of a regional educational summit for the healthcare 
and community members that focuses on improving birth outcomes.  

The Erie County Community Health Center conducted a multi-county/regional specialized community health 
assessment focusing on African American women of child bearing age to obtain information to assist in identifying 
factors contributing to infant mortality in the African American population. This information will be shared with our 
community and utilized to promote positive birth outcomes and reduce infant mortality.  

The Erie County Community Health Center is collaborating with the Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio to bring 
a coordinated model of care to our community. The Health Center is implementing the Pathways HUB care model 
to improve birth outcomes in our area. This care model uses Community Health Workers and Care Coordinators 
to connect at risk pregnant women to medical care, remove social barriers and provide health education through 
regular home visits. The Erie County Community Health Center is the area’s first healthcare provider to adopt this care 
coordination model which has demonstrated success in improving birth outcomes.  

Prevention of Infant Mortality 
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Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Program
This program works with the Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) Network of Ohio and offers information, 
counseling, referral and other supportive services.

Flu Clinics 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that all 
individuals age six months and older receive a flu vaccine each year. Flu is a contagious 
respiratory illness caused by several strains of flu viruses. It can cause mild to severe 
illness, and at times can lead to death. Some people are at higher risk for serious flu 
complications. This includes young children, pregnant women, and adults 65 years and 
older, or anyone with certain chronic medical conditions (such as asthma, diabetes or 
heart disease). The best way to prevent the flu is to get vaccinated each year. The Erie 
County Community Health Center provided flu vaccines throughout the county at 
our Public Health Outreach Clinics, main campus, schools, churches, senior centers 
and numerous businesses and organizations in our community. During 2015-2016 
flu season, the Erie County Community Health Center provided the quadrivalent 
flu vaccine to provide greater protection against four strains of the influenza virus. 
Additionally, the high dose flu vaccine was provided to all individuals age 65 and older to provide greater protection 
from the flu virus for our senior population. This flu season, we have offered flu vaccine at all 12 Public Health 
Outreach Clinics, at the Erie County Community Health Center and on the Mobile Health Vehicle.

If your friends and family ask you about the best way they can protect themselves from flu, please let them know that 
getting their flu shot is still an important step in preventing the flu. Washing your hands frequently and thoroughly 
and staying away from others who are sick are important preventative measures. Remember, “Cover your Cough!”

Do you know the 
ABC’s of Safe Sleep?

Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Program

This program works with the Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) Network of Ohio and offers information, 
counseling, referral and other supportive services. 

Flu Clinics 

Did you know that the Erie County Community Health Center is a 
surveillance site through the Ohio Department of Health for flu? 
(Meaning ECCHC actively participates in reporting the strains of 

flu viruses that are seen in our area) 
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Immunizations
The Erie County Health Department/Erie County Community Health Center is the area’s long standing provider of 
Vaccines for Children (VFC). The Vaccines For Children (VFC) program is a federally funded program that provides 
vaccines at no cost to children who might not otherwise be vaccinated because of inability to pay.  Vaccines for all 
ages, from birth through the senior years, are provided at the Erie County Community Health Center and the Public 
Health Outreach Clinics. Recommended vaccines for infants and children begin at two months of age (after receiving 
their first vaccination of Hepatitis B at birth) to prevent and protect against diseases such as Tetanus, Diphtheria, and 
Pertussis (Whooping Cough), Pneumococcal and Respiratory Diseases, Meningitis, Mumps, Measles, Rubella, Varicella 
(Chicken Pox), Polio, Hepatitis A and B and Influenza. It is recommended that adolescents receive vaccinations to 
protect against HPV (Human Papilloma Virus), Meningitis, including Meningococcal B and Tetanus, Diphtheria and 
Pertussis and Influenza. It is also recommended adults receive routine vaccines to protect against Hepatitis A and B, 
Shingles, Pneumonia, Tetanus, Diphtheria and Pertussis and Influenza.

2015 Total Immunizations Given:  13,488

Immunization Action Plan
The Erie County Health Department was awarded funding to support activities that raise infant immunization rates in 
Ohio so at least 90% of children will be up-to-date on immunizations by two years of age. This goal will be accomplished 
primarily through the assessment of current immunization status rates, education activities and promoting effective 
public and private practice changes to improve immunization rates. The goals established for our agency include 
increasing our children’s up-to-date rates by implementing a patient recall system and decreasing missed opportunity 
rates. The Erie County Health Department achieved success not only in improving the region’s up-to-date rates for 
children but also decreasing missed opportunity rates for children. Our immunization staff has been trained to provide 
workshops to area medical practices that focus on maximizing office based immunizations and tools which assess the 
medical practice’s immunization rates. Area healthcare providers are trained in immunizations by Erie County Health 
Department’s immunization experts.

Consult the Immunization experts at the Erie County 
Health Department/Erie County Community Health 

Center for all immunization needs. 

Did you know that the Erie County 
Community Health Center is a “One 
Stop Shop” for all of your family’s 

vaccination needs?
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Traveler’s Health – Our Area’s Only Provider of Travel Vaccines
All individuals planning to travel outside of the country can call 
and speak with a member of the immunization staff at the Erie 
County Community Health Center. These professionals will assist 
in determining the protection needed for visiting any area of the 
world and can set up an appointment to receive the recommended 
or required vaccines. These vaccines are recommended to protect 
travelers from illnesses present in other parts of the world and to 
prevent the importation of infectious diseases across international 
borders. The vaccinations required for travelers are dependent upon 
several factors such as the destination, seasons of the year, duration of 
stay, and whether time will be spent in rural areas. The Erie County 
Health Department is an approved Yellow Fever Vaccination Center 
and can assist and provide you with all of your travel vaccine needs.

Traveler’s Health – Our Area’s Only Provider of Travel Vaccines

All individuals planning to travel outside of the country can call and speak with a member of the 
immunization staff at the Erie County Community Health Center. These professionals will assist in 
determining the protection needed for visiting any area of the world and can set up an appointment to 
receive the recommended or required vaccines. These vaccines are recommended to protect travelers from 
illnesses present in other parts of the world and to prevent the importation of infectious diseases across 
international borders. The vaccinations required for travelers are dependent upon several factors such as the 
destination, seasons of the year, duration of stay, and whether time will be spent in rural areas. The Erie 
County Health Department is an approved Yellow Fever Vaccination Center and can assist and provide you 
with all of your travel vaccine needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Health Outreach Clinics

The Erie County Community Health Center provides services to our community throughout Erie County at 12 
convenient locations.  These services link people to needed personal health services and assure the provision 
of healthcare when otherwise unavailable. Visit our website www.eriecohealthohio.org for the Public Health 
Outreach Clinic schedule. Public Health Outreach Clinic services are provided by appointment. Call the Erie 
County Community Health Center at 419-626-5623 Ext. 174 to schedule an appointment at a location near 
you. 

• Bay View Village Hall  • Berlin Township Hall 
• Florence Township Hall • Groton Township Hall 
• Huron Township Hall • Kelleys Island Public Library 
• Margaretta Township Hall • Milan Village Administration Offices 
• Oxford Township Hall • Perkins Township Hall 

Did you know that the Erie County Community Health Center has 
Yellow Fever, Japanese Encephalitis, Typhoid and Rabies vaccines 

available for your travel needs? 

Commented [EE1]: Greg to revise 

Did you know that the Erie County Community 
Health Center has Yellow Fever, Japanese 

Encephalitis, Typhoid and Rabies vaccines available 
for your travel needs?
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Public Health Outreach Clinics
The Erie County Community Health Center provides services to our community throughout Erie County at 12 
convenient locations. These services link people to needed personal health services and assure the provision of 
healthcare when otherwise unavailable. Visit our website www.eriecohealthohio.org for the Public Health Outreach 
Clinic schedule. Public Health Outreach Clinic services are provided by appointment. Call the Erie County Community 
Health Center at 419-626-5623 Ext. 174 to schedule an appointment at a location near you.
 • Bay View Village Hall • Berlin Township Hall
 • Florence Township Hall • Groton Township Hall
 • Huron Township Hall • Kelleys Island Public Library
 • Margaretta Township Hall • Milan Village Administration Offices
 • Oxford Township Hall • Perkins Township Hall
 • Vermilion Township Hall • Vermilion-on- the- Lake

Healthcare Services provided at all sites include:
 • Adolescent Immunizations • Adult Immunizations
 • Health Referrals • Hemoglobin A1C Screening
 • Blood Pressure Screening • Blood Lipid Profiles
 • Blood Glucose Screenings • Child and Adult Lead Screenings
 • Height/Weight/BMI Screenings • Individual Health Assessments
 • Information and Referral Resources • Healthy Lifestyle and Safety
 • Infant Immunizations • Travel Immunizations (with Advance Notice)

• Vermilion Township Hall • Vermilion-on- the- Lake 
 

Healthcare Services provided at all sites include: 
  

• Adolescent Immunizations • Adult Immunizations 
• Health Referrals • Hemoglobin A1C Screening 
• Blood Pressure Screening • Blood Lipid Profiles 
• Blood Glucose Screenings • Child and Adult Lead Screenings 
• Height/Weight/BMI Screenings • Individual Health Assessments 
• Information and Referral Resources 
•  Infant Immunizations 

• Healthy Lifestyle and Safety 
• Travel Immunizations (with Advance 

Notice) 
  

Senior Clinics 
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Did you know that the Erie County Community Health Center’s Public Health 
Outreach Clinic on Kelleys Island provides primary care services, vaccinations and 

more? 

Did you know that the Erie 
County Community Health 

Center’s Public Health Outreach 
Clinic on Kelleys Island 

provides primary care services, 
vaccinations and more?

Senior Clinics 
Nurses from the Erie County Community Health Center provide weekly public health nursing visits and services 
through senior clinics located in Vermilion, at Bayshore Towers and the Erie County Senior Center. These clinics link 
community members to healthcare professionals and services.
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School Based Health Centers
The Erie County Community Health Center initiated conversations and the planning and development phase of 
the establishment of school based health centers within the area’s school districts. School based health centers are 
a partnership between a school and a community health center in which a full range of healthcare services (both 
medical and dental) are provided within a school building by the partner healthcare provider.

Erie County Community Health Center Initiatives, Collaborations, and Affiliations
The Erie County Community Health Center has several ongoing initiatives, collaborations and affiliations to enhance 
the number of services available in the community to improve overall health outcomes.

The Erie County Community Health Center was an active participant with the Ohio Department of Health in Smoke 
Free Families Quality Initiative (to reduce tobacco use) and Healthy Weight program to encourage a healthy, nutritious 
and active lifestyle.

The Erie County Community Health Center works in collaboration with the Erie County Adult Probation Department 
and Bayshore Counseling to integrate behavioral health with primary care and provide Vivitrol injections for 
community members with opioid addictions. Vivitrol is an injectable medication that aids in blocking “cravings to 
get high” and the effect of opioid drugs. This service we provide to the community links opioid addicts with critical 
resources in our area in order to transition the addict into an addiction free lifestyle. 

The Erie County Community Health Center also boasts countless affiliation agreements with local medical facilities 
and providers to link our patients to healthcare resources and specialty care. 

The Erie County Community Health Center uniquely serves as a clinical site of learning and training for various 
medical professions.  Additionally, the Health Center participates with the Ohio Association of Community Health 
Centers in the Ohio Primary Care Workforce Initiative (OPCWI).  This initiative serves to expose medical, dental and 
nurse practitioner students to primary care and to enrich their clinical experiences to include a Community Health 
Center.  Our Health Center provides valuable clinical experiences for Medical Residents, Medical Students, Dental 
students, Nurse Practitioner students, Nursing students, etc.  The Erie County Community Health Center serves as a 
clinical site for 16 schools involved in the Health Professions.    

Patient Access Navigator
The Erie County Community Health Center added a specialized nursing position to the Health Center team to focus 
this staff member’s time and activities on assisting patients to access critical resources. This valued team member also 
provides the following functions and services to any patient in need:  
 • Assists in reducing barriers to care for patients; 
 • Coordinates and manages the referral management;
 • Provides follow-up to ER visits; 
 • Works with patients to identify and resolve any potential barriers to meeting health care goals; 
 • Identifies life and health goals with the individual and coordinates services and community resources to  
  work with the individual toward better health outcomes.  
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Enhanced Laboratory Services
In September 2015, the Erie County Community Health Center partnered with Labcorp to bring quality and inclusive 
Laboratory Services to the Health Center patients. In addition, the Health Center and Labcorp worked together 
to implement an interface that allows for the electronic sending of laboratory orders and the electronic receipt of 
patient’s laboratory results into their individual medical record.  This electronic transmission of information improves 
efficiencies and decreases opportunities for errors.  The benefits of this partnership to our patients includes increased 
accessibility to laboratory tests without financial burden. This partnership with Labcorp also offered cost savings to the 
Erie County Community Health Center.

Health Center Quality and Clinical Measures
The Erie County Community Health Center integrates quality throughout 
many of the activities and services within the Health Center. A formal Quality 
Improvement plan supports our approach to monitoring performance and 
outcomes. The Quality Improvement Committee monitors and ensures 
compliance with the Quality Improvement Plan. The Quality Improvement 
Committee supports the ongoing evaluation of patient outcomes, patient safety 
and patient satisfaction. Effective, evidence- based practices are the hallmark 
of the care delivered within the Erie County Community Health Center.

During 2015, the Erie County Community Health Center staff participated in a number of state initiatives to promote 
health (Ohio Department of Health-Healthy Weight Initiative), reduce risk factors for disease (Smoke Free Families), 
and to improve clinical outcomes (Infant Mortality reduction).

The Erie County Community Health Center reports our Health Center’s clinical, demographic and financial 
performance measures data and information to the federal Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA).  
This process is used by HRSA to assess our Health Center’s progress and compliance with program requirements in 
addition to providing information on clinical and financial performance measures.   In June of 2015, the Erie County 
Community Health Center was recognized by the Ohio Association of Community Health Centers as a Top Performer 
in 2 Quality measures:  #1- Early entry into Prenatal care and #2-Tobacco Use Screening and Cessation Intervention.  
Congratulations were extended to the Erie County Community Health Center on leading Ohio’s Health Centers in 
high quality care.  Additionally, the Erie County Community Health Center demonstrated improved patient outcomes 
in 10 out of 15 indicators of care through the delivery of effective, quality care. The Erie County Community Health 
Center exceeded state and national benchmarks for quality of care in the following indicators: Tobacco usage and 
cessation intervention; Lipid therapy; Asthma treatment; Aspirin therapy; Entry into Prenatal care; cervical cancer 
screening; Adult weight screening and follow-up; Diabetic patients with controlled Hemoglobin A1C less than 8; and 
low-birth weight infants.

The Erie County Community Health Center enhanced the services of the Health Center and our Outreach services 
through the addition of new services, programs, and staff; improvements in processes; implementation of technology 
and a focus on quality patient care delivered through competent and compassionate healthcare professionals and staff.  
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Technology and Information
 • Meaningful Use - The Erie County Community Health Center participates in the Meaningful Use  
  program established by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). Meaningful Use is using  
  certified electronic health record technology to:  improve quality, safety, efficiency; reduce health disparities;  
  engage patients and families; improve care coordination, population and public health; and maintain  
  privacy and security of health information.  

 • ICD-10 - On October 1, 2015, the Erie County Community Health Center successfully transitioned to  
  the ICD-10 coding system, demonstrating compliance with the guidelines mandated by the Centers for  
  Medicare and Medicaid Services.

 • NextGen Share - The Erie County Community Health Center implemented NextGen Share as a new  
  component to the Electronic Health Record software.  This functionality facilitates the secure exchange of data and 
  information among healthcare providers which in turn promotes quality, timely and efficient patient care. 

 • Patient Portal - The Erie County Community Health Center added a self-serve service for established  
  patients in the Health Center. The Patient Portal allows patients to communicate with the practice  
  electronically, request appointments or medication refills, access their personal health record and much more.

 • Immunization Registry Interface - The Erie County Community Health Center initiated the process to  
  implement an interface between the practice’s electronic health record and the State of Ohio’s Immunization  
  Registry. This interface promotes real-time documentation of administered vaccines in the state-wide  
  database which improves efficiency and ensures timely and accurate information regarding the vaccines an  
  individual has received.  

   
                 

Outreach and Enrollment – Connecting Our Community to Healthcare Coverage Resources
The Affordable Care Act of 2010 expanded Medicaid eligibility to more low-income Americans beginning in January 
2014.  Additionally, the federal Healthcare Marketplace was created to provide a portal for Americans to obtain 
health insurance.   The Erie County Community Health Center and several area partners are assisting individuals 
through outreach activities and strategies to access many of the new healthcare benefits available and to navigate the 
processes to become enrolled in Medicaid or insurance plans through the Healthcare Marketplace.  Assistance with 
these application processes by a Certified Application Counselor is available by appointment here at the Erie County 
Community Health Center.  This Certified Application Counselor is providing valuable 
services to our community members and assisting in significantly decreasing the number 
of community members who are uninsured.

Did you know that the Erie County Community Health Center 
provides onsite assistance by appointment to help individuals 

enroll in Medicaid or the Healthcare Marketplace?

Benefits.Ohio.Gov
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Division of Public Health Nursing
Our nurses spend a majority of their time monitoring the health and well-being of the people they care for. Their 
assessment and referrals help to diagnose different health problems occurring in our urban and rural communities. 
They spend time educating and informing clients and their families with regard to many health issues that could be 
affecting their daily lives. They are a strong link between the community and the healthcare field. Many of these nurses 
mobilize peers in their work places to improve health and wellness while they are making sure to provide proper care 
on a day to day basis. The nurses are constantly evaluating the effectiveness, accessibility and quality of services. 

School Nursing Programs
 In the typical school population, students have health concerns such as seizures, asthma, diabetes, 
severe allergies (food and environmental), infections, injuries, and emotional difficulties related to 
these health conditions that may lead to absences from school and, in some cases, academic failure 
if left unattended or not addressed properly.  

Our nurses provide many different types of health education and counseling that promotes healthy 
activities and lifestyles. They also assist in providing an overall safe school environment. School 
nurses involve parents, school staff and the community into the health and well-being of their 
students. When necessary, school nurses train and delegate nursing tasks to appropriate staff in 
order to care for the school district as efficiently as possible. School nurses are an integral part of 
the team who work to improve the well-being of school-aged children.  

School Nursing Program Staffing

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Health Nursing 
 
Our nurses spend a majority of their time monitoring the health and well-being of the people they care for. Their 
assessment and referrals help to diagnose different health problems occurring in our urban and rural communities. 
They spend time educating and informing clients and their families with regard to many health issues that could be 
affecting their daily lives. They are a strong link between the community and the healthcare field. Many of these 
nurses mobilize peers in their work places to improve health and wellness while they are making sure to provide 
proper care on a day to day basis.   The nurses are constantly evaluating the effectiveness, accessibility and quality of 
services.  

School Nursing Programs 

 In the typical school population, students have health concerns such as seizures, asthma, diabetes, severe allergies 
(food and environmental), infections, injuries, and emotional difficulties related to these health conditions that may 
lead to absences from school and, in some cases, academic failure if left unattended or not addressed properly.   

Our nurses provide many different types of health education and counseling that promotes healthy activities and 
lifestyles.  They also assist in providing an overall safe school environment. School nurses involve parents, school staff 
and the community into the health and well-being of their students.  When necessary, school nurses train and 
delegate nursing tasks to appropriate staff in order to care for the school district as efficiently as possible. School 
nurses are an integral part of the team who work to improve the well-being of school-aged children.   

 

 

School District
Hours Per 

Week
Days Per Week Staff (Nurse)

Students 
Seen

Medications 
Given

Vision And Hearing  
Screenings

EDISON LOCAL SCHOOLS 25 5 (M-F) 1 RN 2,600 337 1,004

EHOVE 37.5 5 (M-F) 1 RN 2,535 1,124 267

HURON LOCAL SCHOOLS 47.5 5 (M-F) 2 RN’s 5,383 1,434 1,251

HURON ST. PETER 1.5 1 1 RN

KELLEYS ISLAND LOCAL 

SCHOOLS
As needed As needed 1 RN

MARGARETTA LOCAL 

SCHOOLS
35 5 (M-F) 2 RN’s 5,772 1,429 1,395

NORTHPOINT (Classrooms 

in Huron, Erie, & Ottawa 

Counties)

32 Varies 1 RN

VERMILION ST. MARY 4 1 1 LPN/RN 34 0 46

VERMILION LOCAL 

SCHOOLS
80 5 (M-F) 2 RN’s 15,338 3,842 747
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School Nursing Program Staffing:  

SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

HOURS 
PER 

WEEK 

DAYS 
PER 

WEEK 

STAFF STUDENTS 
SEEN 
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GIVEN 

VISION AND 
HEARING 

SCREENINGS 
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25 5 (M-F) 1 RN 2,600 337 1,004 
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47.5 5 (M-F) 2 RN’s 5,383 1,434 1,251 

HURON ST. 
PETER 

1.5 1 1 RN       

KELLEYS 
ISLAND LOCAL 
SCHOOLS 

As 
needed 

As 
needed 

1 RN       

MARGARETTA 
LOCAL 
SCHOOLS 

35 5 (M-F) 2 RN’s 5,772 1,429 1,395 

NORTHPOINT 
EDUCATIONAL 

SERVICE 
CENTER 

32 Varies 1 RN’s       

VERMILION 
ST. MARY 

4 1 1 
LPN/RN 

34 0 46 

VERMILION 
LOCAL 
SCHOOLS  

80 5 (M-F) 2 RN’s  15,338 3,842 747 
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Nearly 100 health and wellness presentations were given to students and school staff. Some classroom topics include 
nutrition, hand washing (personal hygiene), and prevention of illness. School staff received presentations on first 
aid/CPR, administering medications, and information on specific medical conditions, such as asthma, diabetes and 
seizures. Nurses contribute to the school-based websites, providing information on illnesses, prevention, and other 
current medical information. 

In Vermilion, the school nurse has formed a club for diabetics, which meets monthly in the evening, and provides 
hands on information on diabetes and nutrition and other related topics. 

In addition, the school nurses have spent approximately 320 hours as preceptors to college nursing students.  

Nurses keep their education current by attending conferences. Some topics this year include human trafficking, 
autism, diabetes, allergies and cultural diversity.  Nurses also attended the Regional School Nurse Conference, and 
shadowed pediatric physicians.   

Children with Medical Handicaps (CMH) Program 

 This program has been formally known as Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps Program. The program serves 
children with special health needs and their families.  Children with Medical Handicaps Program pay for certain 
services for children who have specific chronic physical conditions/illnesses.   

The Children with Medical Handicaps Program nurse will help to evaluate families to determine if a child has an 
eligible condition, and assist with applying for these programs. In addition the nurse will monitor the health status of 
the child throughout the year.   

 The Children with Medical Handicaps Program nurse also serves as a resource for the families and assists to link 
them to other needed personal health services. 

 Currently, there are 128 families within Erie County receiving services from the Children with Medical Handicaps 
Program.   

For more information, call the Erie County Health Department at (419)626-5623 and ask for the Children with 
Medical Handicaps Program nurse. 

Erie County Institutions: Juvenile Justice Center and Erie County Jail  
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Nearly 100 health and wellness presentations were given to students and school staff. Some classroom topics include 
nutrition, hand washing (personal hygiene), and prevention of illness. School staff received presentations on first 
aid/CPR, administering medications, and information on specific medical conditions, such as asthma, diabetes and 
seizures. Nurses contribute to the school-based websites, providing information on illnesses, prevention, and other 
current medical information.

In Vermilion, the school nurse has formed a club for diabetics, which meets monthly in the evening, and provides 
hands on information on diabetes and nutrition and other related topics.

In addition, the school nurses have spent approximately 320 hours as preceptors to college nursing students. 

Nurses keep their education current by attending conferences. Some topics this year include human trafficking, autism, 
diabetes, allergies and cultural diversity.  Nurses also attended the Regional School Nurse Conference, and shadowed 
pediatric physicians. 
 
Children with Medical Handicaps (CMH) Program
This program has been formally known as Bureau for Children with Medical Handicaps Program. The program serves 
children with special health needs and their families. Children with Medical Handicaps Program pay for certain 
services for children who have specific chronic physical conditions/illnesses.  

The Children with Medical Handicaps Program nurse will help to evaluate families to determine if a child has an 
eligible condition, and assist with applying for these programs. In addition the nurse will monitor the health status of 
the child throughout the year.  

The Children with Medical Handicaps Program nurse also serves as a resource for the families and assists to link them 
to other needed personal health services.

Currently, there are 128 families within Erie County receiving services from the Children with Medical Handicaps Program. 

For more information, call the Erie County Health Department at (419)626-5623 and ask for the Children with 
Medical Handicaps Program nurse.
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Erie County Institutions: Juvenile Justice Center and Erie County Jail 
The Nursing Division of the Erie County Health Department provides nursing care to the youth at the Erie County 
Juvenile Justice Center and the Northern Ohio Community Correctional Center, as well as the adults at the Erie County 
Jail.  These nursing services include: health assessments and monitoring; administration of prescribed medications 
and medical treatments; identification of medical needs; emergency care management; and health promotion and 
education.  During 2015, the nurses at these facilities provided the following services:

 Juvenile Justice Center:      Erie County Jail
 2 LPNs provided: 2,837 Nursing Hours   2 LPNs provided: 4,519 Nursing Hours

Juvenile Justice Center 2015
   Number of Nursing Sick Visits Doctor Visits
   Residents Assessments
 Year Totals 17,950  840  2,940  240

Erie County Jail
   Number of Nursing Sick visits Treated for drug/ Doctor Visits
   Inmates Assessments   Alcohol withdrawal     
 Year Totals 50,139  2,757  6,218  1,474 *   566
         *This is an increase of 1413 from last year

Circle of Care
Circle of Care is a unique initiative that supports individuals seeking to help those struggling with addiction. This 
program helps with the treatment, counseling, employment and recovery housing, which are all critical pieces in 
successful recovery. Individuals heal and learn to cope in their path to recovery through counseling, intensive outpatient 
treatment, specialized support groups, crisis intervention, case management and community outreach support 
and referrals.  

The Circle of Care provides a framework for partnerships between the medical community, law enforcement, judges, 
families, counseling services and others to achieve recovery for individuals with addiction.

Behavioral health services within the Circle of are provide the continuum of services that promote an integrated holistic 
care approach in meeting the needs of individuals with substance abuse and mental health issues. The outpatient 
substance abuse disorder treatment services are provided by Northern Ohio Recovery Association (NORA) located at 
here at the Erie County Community Health Center.

Genesis by the Lake, a sober living community, is one part of the circle of care. Recovery housing supports sobriety by 
providing a safe drug and alcohol free living environment for individuals to build a foundation for lifelong recovery.  
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 Saving Lives Erie County
More Americans now die every year from drug overdoses than they do in motor vehicle crashes and the majority of 
those overdoses involve prescription for opioid pain medication. Opioids are a class of prescription pain medications 
that include hydrocodone, oxycodone, morphine, and methadone. Heroin belongs to the same class of drugs, and four 
in five heroin users started out by misusing prescription opioid pain medications.

The most recent national data from 2014 state, the five states with the highest rates of drug overdose deaths were West 
Virginia (35.5 deaths per 100,000), New Mexico (27.3), New Hampshire (26.2), Kentucky (24.7) and Ohio (24.6). 

To address the opioid overdose epidemic our agency has partnered with local law enforcement and first responders 
agencies to provide Naloxone (Narcan) administration and training. In partnership with the Ohio Department of 
Health and Health Resource Services Administration (HRSA) we have secured funding to expand training and Narcan 
kits to other first responders. The federal grant, Rural Opioid Overdose Reversal funds our project Saving Lives Erie 
County will increase naloxone administration in Erie County by increasing law enforcement agency participation.  
Coming in 2016, the Erie County Health Department is establishing a community distribution program for first 
responders such as a family member of an individual experiencing an opioid overdose.

Law Enforcement Agency Naloxone
LEAN/Narcan Training to law enforcement agencies or other first responders in Erie County:
 • Number of law enforcement agencies trained/provided kits to: 179 
 • Number of other first responder agencies (fire, EMS) trained/provided kits to: 8
 • Number of other first responders trained: 7
 • Number of overdose reversals/lives saved through law enforcement administration of naloxone: 54 saves
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Circle of Care 

Circle of Care is a unique initiative that supports individuals seeking to help those struggling with addiction. This 
program helps with the treatment, counseling, employment and recovery housing, which are all critical pieces in 
successful recovery. Individuals heal and learn to cope in their path to recovery through counseling, intensive 
outpatient treatment, specialized support groups, crisis intervention, case management and community outreach 
support and referrals.   

The Circle of Care provides a framework for partnerships between the medical community, law enforcement, judges, 
families, counseling services and others to achieve recovery for individuals with addiction. 

Behavioral health services within the Circle of are provide the continuum of services that promote an integrated 
holistic care approach in meeting the needs of individuals with substance abuse and mental health issues. The 
outpatient substance abuse disorder treatment services are provided by Northern Ohio Recovery Association (NORA) 
located at here at the Erie County Community Health Center. 

Genesis by the Lake, a sober living community, is one part of the circle of care.  Recovery housing supports sobriety 
by providing a safe drug and alcohol free living environment for individuals to build a foundation for lifelong 
recovery.   
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Division of Community Health
The Division of Community Health’s role is to address issues related to the Population Health of Erie County. It is a 
necessary part of any successful local public health department. Population health has been defined as “the health 
outcomes of a group of individuals”. It is an approach that aims to improve the health of an entire population, such as 
Erie County. A priority considered important in achieving this aim is to reduce health inequities or disparities among 
different population groups due to social structures, environment, and cultural and physical factors which potentially 
have a measurable impact on health. 

To fully understand the health issues that affect Erie County residents, it is necessary to gather data at regular intervals. 
The Community Health Assessment includes anonymous, confidential data collected every two years. This data serves 
to direct programs and projects based on the current health of our population.

The Health Education program provides information on identified health issues to Erie County residents, including 
sub-sets of the population such as youth, parents, and individuals with disabilities, seniors, and neighborhoods. In 
2015, we focused on improving our infant mortality rate by providing education on Safe Sleep. This will continue to be 
a priority in 2016. The “Erie County Chooses Healthy Living” initiative is focused on addressing chronic disease risk 
factors and the impact on health.

Community Health Needs Assessment 2015
The Erie County Health Department leads the process for conducting an Erie County 
Community Health Needs Assessment every two years. The first step of this process 
is to ask Erie County residents about their health, health behaviors, and risk factors. 
The information collected by anonymous survey allows us to track changes, both good 
and bad, in the overall health and wellness of Erie County residents. Adult surveys 
were randomly mailed to Erie County residents in the fall of 2015. Youth surveys were 
conducted, with parental permission, in randomly chosen 6th – 12th grade classrooms in all public school districts in Erie 
County.  This data is then released in a public event on February 16, 2016. 

The second step of the process is to gather other sources of Erie County data to help get a more complete, well-rounded 
picture of our community. Other sources may include school enrollment and health data, census data, death records, 
accident and injury reports, and emergency department visits, among others.

The third step is to look at all of the available information and identify the key issues for Erie County. After the health 
issues are identified, the Erie County Community Health Improvement Plan is established to address the top health 
needs community wide.

The Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP) Steering Committee is a coalition of stakeholders in who represent 
different sectors of the community.  The committee is charged with community implementation of the improvement 
plan.  The committee experienced a year of change focused on organization, goal setting and stakeholder awareness 
of the Erie County Chooses Healthy Living initiative.  In 2016, the steering committee will be tasked with preparing a 
new health improvement plan encompassing new health assessment data and community health priorities. 

Information from the assessment and the health improvement plan can be used by anyone in Erie County to help identify 
current issues, apply for grant funding for projects, track progress or develop individual or group improvement plans. 

The full process for completion of the data assessment, the results of the survey and the improvement plan can be 
found on our website at www.eriecohealthohio.org.
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different sectors of the community.  The committee is charged with community implementation of the improvement 
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Partners for Prevention of Erie County (PPEC)
Formed in 2009 to address the issues of alcohol, tobacco and other drug use in Erie County, the coalition and its 
members have made an impact on our youth. In September of 2014, the coalition received a federal Drug Free 
Communities Support Program Grant of $125,000 annually for 5 years.  The coalition expanded its mission to include 
Safe Communities activities related to traffic safety, and Injury Prevention related to falls in older adults. The Partners 
for Prevention of Erie County meets quarterly in March, June, September, and December.

Drug Free Communities 
The Drug Free Communities Program seeks to prevent and reduce youth drug use through policy and environmental 
change strategies.  The program requires each grantee to have a coalition comprised of 12-sectors representing different 
backgrounds throughout the community including: health care, law enforcement, behavioral health, youth, education, 
and faith-based groups.  Here are results of our coalition’s efforts during 2015.

 • Collected 1,040 pounds of prescription medications in the four drug take back boxes located in Erie County
 • Met with all the pharmacies in Erie County to discuss the drug take back boxes and provide updated  
  flyers for consumers
 • Law enforcement conducted alcohol compliance checks on 25 businesses - 10 sold to minors (40% failure rate) 
 • Students from Bowling Green State University Firelands Campus and coalition staff together conducted  
  60 alcohol environmental scans on bars, restaurants, and retail stores
 • Collected over 200 surveys from youth and parents  
  regarding drug use in Erie County
 • There were five (5) local trainings held by subject matter  
  experts on prescription medication, marijuana, and alcohol
 • Conducted a community assessment, logic model, action  
  plan, sustainability plan, and evaluation plan
 • Coalition staff completed a three week training to learn  
  how to implement best practices to reduce drug use
 • Created a logo for the coalition

LifeSkills Prevention Program
In 2015, the 6th grade health classes at Margaretta Middle School participated in the 15 week Botvin’s LifeSkills Training 
program provided by the Erie County Health Department in collaboration with the Partners for Prevention of Erie 
County and Drug Fee Communities. Botvin’s LifeSkills Training is an evidence-based curriculum that is available for 
any school grade level.

The purpose of the LifeSkills program is to arm students with the knowledge and skills necessary to make better decisions 
with their lives, particularly when exposed to drugs, alcohol, and tobacco use. LifeSkills program is comprehensive, 
dynamic, and developmentally designed to promote positive youth development. In addition to helping kids resist 
drug, alcohol, and tobacco use, the LifeSkills program also effectively supports the reduction of violence and other 
high-risk behaviors.

plan.  The committee experienced a year of change focused on organization, goal setting and stakeholder awareness 
of the Erie County Chooses Healthy Living initiative.  In 2016, the steering committee will be tasked with preparing a 
new health improvement plan encompassing new health assessment data and community health priorities.  

Information from the assessment and the health improvement plan can be used by anyone in Erie County to help 
identify current issues, apply for grant funding for projects, track progress or develop individual or group 
improvement plans.  

The full process for completion of the data assessment, the results of the survey and the improvement plan can be 
found on our website at www.eriecohealthohio.org. 

 

Partners for Prevention of Erie County (PPEC) 

Formed in 2009 to address the issues of alcohol, tobacco and other drug use in Erie County, the coalition and its 
members have made an impact on our youth.  In September of 2014, the coalition received a federal Drug Free 
Communities Support Program Grant of $125,000 annually for 5 years.  The coalition expanded its mission to include 
Safe Communities activities related to traffic safety, and Injury Prevention related to falls in older adults. The 
Partners for Prevention of Erie County meets quarterly in March, June, September, and December. 

Drug Free Communities  

The Drug Free Communities Program seeks to prevent and reduce youth drug use through policy and environmental 
change strategies.  The program requires each grantee to have a coalition comprised of 12-sectors representing 
different backgrounds throughout the community including: health care, law enforcement, behavioral health, youth, 
education, and faith-based groups.  Here are results of our coalition’s efforts during 2015. 

• Collected 1,040 pounds of 
prescription medications in the four 
drug take back boxes located in Erie 
County 

• Met with all the pharmacies in Erie 
County to discuss the drug take back 
boxes and provide updated flyers for 
consumers 

• Law enforcement conducted alcohol 
compliance checks on 25 businesses- 
10 sold to minors (40% failure rate)  

• Students from Bowling Green State 
University Firelands Campus and 
coalition staff together conducted 60 
alcohol environmental scans on bars, 
restaurants, and retail stores 

• Collected over 200 surveys from youth and parents regarding drug use in Erie County 
• There were five (5) local trainings held by subject matter experts on prescription medication, marijuana, and 

alcohol 
• Conducted a community assessment, logic model, action plan, sustainability plan, and evaluation plan 
• Coalition staff completed a three week training to learn how to implement best practices to reduce drug use 
• Created a logo for the coalition 

 

1,040 lbs off medication taken 
off the streets of Erie County 
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Injury Prevention and Safety                                                                     
The Erie County Older Adults Falls Coalition is comprised of over 12 agencies in Erie County. The mission is to reduce 
falls and fall-related injuries through collaboration, awareness, education and evidence-based strategies. During 
2015, the Coalition made significant strides in increasing awareness and developing the capacity to make necessary 
environmental and policy changes. 

 • Activities and Impacts - The Coalition held four meetings in 2015 with 88 individuals in attendance. The  
  Coalition leveraged over $11,000 to support injury prevention activities and engaged over 12 local  
  organizations in Coalition activities. 

 • Home Modifications - The Erie County Health Department and Serving Our Seniors have partnered  
  together to complete 155 home modifications during 2015. A total of 58 structures were modified based  
  upon the assessments. The Home Modification program has also distributed over 90 Home Safety  
  Modification supplies, including raised toilet seats, nightlights, shower chairs, bath mats, and grab bars. 

 • Physical Activity Programs - In 2015, Erie County offered three Matter of Balance programs impacting  
  over 50 residents as well as three Tai Chi programs reaching over 100 individuals!  Yoga and Silver Sneakers  
  are also offered in Erie County. 

 • Education, Training and Professional Development - Six Falls Prevention trainings occurred reaching  
  over 88 individuals. The trainings included Matter of Balance and Tai Chi, Home Modification and the  
  STEADI Toolkit. Two Erie County Primary Care Physicians have begun using the STEADI Toolkit with  
  their patients!

Importance of Injury Prevention
Falls are the leading cause of injury-related hospitalization and death among Ohioans aged 65 and older. For each year 
since 2012, more than 1,000 Erie County adults age 65 and older reported to an emergency department with an injury 
caused by a fall.

Safe Communities 

The Erie County Safe Communities grant program is funded by the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s Traffic Safety 
Office. The purpose of the program is to help reduce vehicular injury and fatal crashes in Erie County through 
impaired driving, distracted driving, seat belt, and motorcycle safety awareness initiatives.   

The Erie County Safe Communities Coalition is comprised of local law enforcement agencies, local organizations, 
businesses, schools, and the Erie County Health Department. The coalition has continued to grow, and now has 
approximately 30 active collaborators and supporters. The aim is to continue building relationships within the 
community to strengthen the coalition and the program, bringing more resources and coordinated efforts to prevent 
vehicle injuries and fatal crashes. 

The Erie County Safe Communities program was extremely active in the 
community in 2015 providing the community with education in seat belt 
safety, distracted driving awareness, and impaired driving awareness. 
Education and awareness at community events and schools, radio/media 
broadcasts, material distribution to local bars, restaurants, and carry-outs, 
highway banner postings, coalition strengthening, training, and meetings 
were all a part of the Erie County Safe Communities aggressive approach to 
help reduce traffic crash related injuries, and deaths.   

Activities included: 

• Driving Simulator Events at Schools (700 students 
reached) 

• Mock Crash/Impaired Driving Awareness Events at 
Schools  (750 students reached) 

• Seat Belt Challenge Events at Schools  (1,288 students 
reached) 

• Erie County Sober Driving Pledges (200) 
• Radio/Media Broadcasts (113,000 impressions) 

 

Community Gardens 

In 2015, the Community Development Block Grant Garden project continued at five different locations in the City of 
Sandusky through June 30th to provide underserved areas with fresh vegetables. The community gardens are located 
at McArthur Park, Viewpoint Senior Living Apartments, Harborview Senior Living Apartments, Erie County Senior 
Center and Hancock Street.  A new 12’ X 8’ raised bed was added to the Harborview Senior Living garden. 
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Safe Communities
The Erie County Safe Communities grant program is funded by the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s Traffic Safety 
Office. The purpose of the program is to help reduce vehicular injury and fatal crashes in Erie County through impaired 
driving, distracted driving, seat belt, and motorcycle safety awareness initiatives.  

The Erie County Safe Communities Coalition is comprised of local law 
enforcement agencies, local organizations, businesses, schools, and the 
Erie County Health Department. The coalition has continued to grow, and 
now has approximately 30 active collaborators and supporters. The aim 
is to continue building relationships within the community to strengthen 
the coalition and the program, bringing more resources and coordinated 
efforts to prevent vehicle injuries and fatal crashes.

The Erie County Safe Communities program was extremely active in the 
community in 2015 providing the community with education in seat belt 
safety, distracted driving awareness, and impaired driving awareness. 
Education and awareness at community events and schools, radio/media 
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safety, distracted driving awareness, and impaired driving awareness. 
Education and awareness at community events and schools, radio/media 
broadcasts, material distribution to local bars, restaurants, and carry-outs, 
highway banner postings, coalition strengthening, training, and meetings 
were all a part of the Erie County Safe Communities aggressive approach to 
help reduce traffic crash related injuries, and deaths.   

Activities included: 

• Driving Simulator Events at Schools (700 students 
reached) 

• Mock Crash/Impaired Driving Awareness Events at 
Schools  (750 students reached) 

• Seat Belt Challenge Events at Schools  (1,288 students 
reached) 

• Erie County Sober Driving Pledges (200) 
• Radio/Media Broadcasts (113,000 impressions) 
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Sandusky through June 30th to provide underserved areas with fresh vegetables. The community gardens are located 
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Center and Hancock Street.  A new 12’ X 8’ raised bed was added to the Harborview Senior Living garden. 
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Community Gardens
In 2015, the Community Development Block Grant Garden project continued at five different locations in the City of 
Sandusky through June 30th to provide underserved areas with fresh vegetables. The community gardens are located 
at McArthur Park, Viewpoint Senior Living Apartments, Harborview Senior Living Apartments, Erie County Senior 
Center and Hancock Street.  A new 12’ X 8’ raised bed was added to the Harborview Senior Living garden.

 Total Number of Garden Projects    5  
 Total Number of Garden Beds    50
 Estimated Total Number of Residents Who Benefited  140 
 Average Cost to Start a Community Garden Project $1,500.00  
 CDBG Funding Expiration     June 30, 2015

Health and Wellness Outreach and Education
A variety of health and wellness events, programs and presentations were conducted or attended by community health 
staff throughout the county reaching over 37,000 individuals.  

Walk with a Doc
Just Walk, a Walk with a Doc community walking program is a community collaboration providing residents and 
visitors weekly opportunities to enjoy safe, convenient group walking events.  Local physicians volunteer their time 
to provide brief health information and lead the walkers in their physical activity session. From May through August, 
thirteen scheduled walks encouraged 82 participants to become more active and get moving.
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Nutrition Education
The Discover MyPlate curriculum was presented to 185 students in area 
elementary schools.  The nutrition sessions included fun, interactive activities 
teaching children the fundamentals to healthy eating.  Students learned about 
the five food groups and why eating healthy is important.  Each student received 
their own plate to take home and practice what they learned.

Healthy Life Styles
The Healthy Life Styles Program was presented to two different groups in 2015.  The members of Erie Shore Network 
in Sandusky participated in weekly sessions where they learned about appropriate preventive screenings, healthy 
eating, physical activity tips and recommendations, and much more.  Erie Shore Network and the Healthy Life Styles 
Program were recognized by the Erie – Ottawa Mental Health and Recovery Board for the Outstanding Group Award.  
The second group was an open forum held twice a month at the Sandusky Artisans Recovery Resource Center.  
Participants set healthy life style goals, learned about nutrition labeling, physical activity and stress reduction.  Positive 
outcomes have included weight loss, increase physical activity and healthier eating.  

Infant Safe Sleep 
Infant Mortality Prevention awareness and education continued to be 
a priority within the health department and community health center.  
Outreach and education focused on safe to sleep presentations and 
messaging reaching at least 1,200 individuals. Funding from the Ohio 
Commission on Minority Health provided five community events 
during the month of April where education staff presented safe sleep 
information and provided new parents, grandparents and caregivers 
sleep sacks to help ensure safe sleep practices in the home. 

American Red Cross Babysitter’s Training
The Erie County Health Department will offer a Babysitter’s Training 
Course to provide youth ages 11-15 who are planning to babysit with 
the knowledge and skills necessary to safely and responsibly give 
care for children and infants.  The Erie County Health Department 
will follow the curriculum of the American Red Cross Babysitter’s 
Training, which includes how to develop leadership skills, how to 
develop a babysitting business, how to keep themselves and others 
safe, basic child care, and how to perform first aid, including infant 
and child CPR/AED.  We plan to hold four Babysitter’s Trainings in 
2016 and serve approximately 40 youth.

The Healthy Life Styles Program was presented to two different groups in 2015.  The members of Erie Shore Network 
in Sandusky participated in weekly sessions where they learned about appropriate preventive screenings, healthy 
eating, physical activity tips and recommendations, and much more.  Erie Shore Network and the Healthy Life Styles 
Program were recognized by the Erie – Ottawa Mental Health and Recovery Board for the Outstanding Group Award.   

The second group was an open forum held twice a month at the Sandusky Artisans Recovery Resource Center.  
Participants set healthy life style goals, learned about nutrition labeling, physical activity and stress reduction.  
Positive outcomes have included weight loss, increase physical activity and healthier eating.   

Infant Safe Sleep  

Infant Mortality Prevention awareness and education continued 
to be a priority within the health department and community 
health center.  Outreach and education focused on safe to sleep 
presentations and messaging reaching at least 1,200 individuals. 
Funding from the Ohio Commission on Minority Health 
provided five community events during the month of April 
where education staff presented safe sleep information and 
provided new parents, grandparents and caregivers sleep sacks 
to help ensure safe sleep practices in the home.  

 

American Red Cross Babysitter’s Training

The Erie County Health Department will offer a Babysitter’s Training Course to provide youth ages 11-15
who are planning to babysit with the knowledge and skills necessary to safely and responsibly give care for 
children and infants.  The Erie County Health Department will follow the curriculum of the American Red 
Cross Babysitter’s Training, which includes how to develop leadership skills, how to develop a babysitting 
business, how to keep themselves and others safe, basic child care, and how to perform first aid, including 
infant and child CPR/AED.  We plan to hold four Babysitter’s Trainings in 2016 and serve approximately 40 
youth.

 

 

Program Number of Participants Total Encounters/Reach 

Walk with a Doc 82 452 

Gardens 140 300 

Healthy Lifestyles Classes 34 347 

LifeSkills Prevention  189 2,835 

Nutrition Education 185 622 

Health Fairs/Outreach 11,689 11,689 

Physical Activity 150 1,040 
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 Program   Number of Participants Total Encounters/Reach
 Walk with a Doc  82    452
 Gardens   140    300
 Healthy Lifestyles Classes 34    347
 LifeSkills Prevention   189    2,835
 Nutrition Education  185    622
 Health Fairs/Outreach 11,689    11,689
 Physical Activity  150    1,040
 Safe Communities  3,000    18,000
 Safe Sleep Education  196    1,200
 Sun Safety Education  712    712

Smoke-Free Workplace Program
The Community Health Division staff monitor reports and investigate potential violations to the Smoke-Free Workplace 
laws.  Since 2007 when the law was passed, reports of violations have continued to decrease.  In 2015, 12 reports were 
filed based on suspected violations.  After investigation, none of these reports resulted in violations.

211 Information and Referral Program
211, the county information and referral program received 1,197 calls for 
individuals in need of assistance in 2015. Of those calls, the top reasons for assistance 
included electric payment assistance, rent payment assistance, gas service payment 
assistance, food pantries and homeless shelters.  Approximately 85% of calls came 
from individuals in need of assistance within the city of Sandusky.

What is WIC?
WIC is the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children.  It is a fundamental 
part of Ohio’s public health system. WIC services address WIC’s most important goal: prevention of 
nutrition-related health problems. WIC is a proven effective health care program, and has provided 
significant health benefits to participants:
 • Improves pregnancy outcomes by referring participants to support services necessary for full-term pregnancies. 
 • Reduces infant mortality by reducing the incidence of low birth weight babies. 
 • Provides infants and children with a healthier start in life by improving poor or inadequate diets through  
  nutrition education, and the provision of nutritious foods to support a healthy diet.

The Erie-Huron WIC Program serves families in Erie and Huron Counties as a dual-county project.  There are offices 
in Sandusky and Norwalk that operate Monday-Friday 8 am to 5 pm.  Each Wednesday, WIC provides services at the 
Vermilion YMCA.  

Safe Communities 3,000 18,000 

Safe Sleep Education 196 1,200 

Sun Safety Education 712 712 
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WIC Services Include:
 • Nutrition and breastfeeding education and support from a Registered Dietitian or Registered Nurse.
 • Height and weight checks as well as other health screenings to inform, educate and empower participants  
  about their health issues.
 • Referral to health care providers and community programs. WIC collaborates within the Erie County  
  Community Health center to link participants to a medical and dental home, and encourage parents and  
  caregivers to keep up-to-date with immunizations.
 • Highly nutritious foods providing key nutrients to supplement a healthy diet, such as milk, eggs, juice,   
  fruits and vegetables, cereals and whole grains.
 • Access to the Farmers Market Nutrition Program to obtain fresh produce from our local Farmers Markets.

Research has shown that there is no better food than breastmilk for a baby’s first year of life. Breastfeeding provides 
many health, nutritional, economical, and emotional benefits to mother and baby. Since a major goal of the Ohio WIC 
program is to improve the nutritional status of infants and children, women participating in the WIC program are 
encouraged to exclusively breastfeed their infants.  For women who are unable to breastfeed their infants, WIC can 
provide formula to infant’s birth to one year of age.

Who is Eligible?
Pregnant and breastfeeding women; non-breastfeeding postpartum women; infants, birth through 12 months; and 
children 1 to 5 years of age who are:
 • Present at the clinic appointment, and able to provide proof of identity
 • Residents of the State of Ohio
 • Income eligible – 185% of Federal Poverty Income Guidelines
 • At medical/nutrition risk based on health and diet information assessed by a health professional at the time  
  of certification.

A Snapshot of WIC in 2015
 Average monthly number of WIC participants
  Erie County  1,455     (Sandusky clinic: 1,291) (Vermillion clinic: 164)
  Huron County  1,391
  Erie/Huron WIC  2,846

 Breastfeeding rate among WIC participants: 56.8%

 Pregnant women who received breastfeeding education: 350
  Families that utilized the Farmers Market Nutrition Program (FMNP)
  Erie County: 572     Huron County: 323
  Total FMNP participation: 895

 Erie County vendors received $830,052.87 for redeemed WIC foods.

 Huron County vendors received $875,847.35 for redeemed WIC foods. 
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Epidemiology and Surveillance
The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance is responsible for monitoring the patterns, causes, and 
effects of health conditions throughout the community.  The purpose of epidemiologic surveillance 
is to observe the health status of the community by investigating and containing emerging health 
problems. The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance routinely monitors several electronic databases 
in order to detect unusual increases of disease in the community. The rates of school absenteeism, 
emergency room department visits, and over-the-counter pharmaceutical purchases within the 
community are most commonly used for this purpose. In 2015, Erie County Health Department 
received 63 alerts of unusual emergency room activity, leading to 42 follow-up investigations.

The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance is also responsible for reporting and investigating infectious diseases 
that pose a major public health concern to the community. Hospitals, laboratories, and local doctors and nurses 
are required by Ohio law to notify the Erie County Health Department when a reportable disease is diagnosed or 
suspected. Erie County Health Department then investigates the case(s) and takes the necessary follow up action 
required. Law enforcement regarding isolation, informing and educating people about their illness, linking people 
to appropriate health services, and conducting research regarding risk factors and transmission are all examples of 
common follow up actions. 

A total of 847 cases of reportable infectious disease were reported and investigated by the Erie County Health 
Department in 2015. The three most commonly reported infectious diseases in 2015 were chlamydia, gonorrhea, and 
hepatitis C; all of which increased from the reported number of cases in 2014. Chlamydia and gonorrhea are both 
sexually transmitted bacterial infections while hepatitis C is a viral infection spread by blood-to-blood contact with 
an infected person. In 2015, the Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance was also involved in an investigation of a 
reported case of syphilis, another sexually transmitted bacterial infection, which was the first seen in Erie County 
since 2011.
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In 2015, the Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance investigated 25 confirmed cases and 34 suspected cases of 
gastrointestinal illness from people who ate or swam in Erie County. Two person-to-person outbreak investigations 
were conducted for suspected norovirus-like illnesses in partnership with the Environmental Health Division. 

The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance continued to participate in the prevention and awareness of emerging 
health threats. The 2014-2015 flu season generated 63 cases of influenza-associated hospitalizations, compared to the 
eight cases from the previous season, which was a result from the drift of the flu virus. In 2015, we monitored a traveler 
from an Ebola-affected country for symptoms by conducting daily observations and communications. Additionally, 

Erie County Health Department is a partner in the development of the Northwest Ohio Regional 
Ebola Response Plan. The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance began to monitor the Zika 
virus for global activity with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The Erie County 
Health Department uses an emergency notification system to send urgent public health alerts to 
health care providers and other public health professionals.

infection spread by blood-to-blood contact with an infected person. In 2015, the Office of Epidemiology and 
Surveillance was also involved in an investigation of a reported case of syphilis, another sexually 
transmitted bacterial infection, which was the first seen in Erie County since 2011.

In 2015, the Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance investigated 25 confirmed cases and 34 suspected 
cases of gastrointestinal illness from people who ate or swam in Erie County. Two person-to-person 
outbreak investigations were conducted for suspected norovirus-like illnesses in partnership with the 
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The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance continued to participate in the 
prevention and awareness of emerging health threats. The 2014-2015 flu season 
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cases from the previous season, which was a result from the drift of the flu virus. In 
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Surveillance was also involved in an investigation of a reported case of syphilis, another sexually 
transmitted bacterial infection, which was the first seen in Erie County since 2011.

In 2015, the Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance investigated 25 confirmed cases and 34 suspected 
cases of gastrointestinal illness from people who ate or swam in Erie County. Two person-to-person 
outbreak investigations were conducted for suspected norovirus-like illnesses in partnership with the 
Environmental Health Division.

The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance continued to participate in the 
prevention and awareness of emerging health threats. The 2014-2015 flu season 
generated 63 cases of influenza-associated hospitalizations, compared to the eight
cases from the previous season, which was a result from the drift of the flu virus. In 
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Public Health Emergency Preparedness
The Office of Epidemiology and Surveillance is responsible for preparing for and responding to public health 
emergencies in Erie County such as natural disasters, pandemics, bioterrorism, radiation emergencies, and  
chemical spills. 

ECHD has developed and maintains many plans and policies related to disaster preparedness. 
 • ECHD Community Containment Plan • ECHD Epidemiology Response Plan
 • ECHD Mass Dispensing Plan • ECHD Continuity of Operations Plan
 • ECHD Emergency Response Plan • ECHD Exposure Control Plan
 • ECHD Public Health Hazard Profile • ECHD Tuberculosis Control Plan
 • Erie County Emergency Management Plan:  • Northwest Ohio Regional Epidemiological
  Mass Fatality and Radiological Annex  Response Plan
 • ECHD Standard Operating Procedure for • ECHD Interoperable Communication 
  Davis Besse Nuclear Power Station  and Health Alert Network Plan

In 2015, ECHD facilitated multi-agency table top exercises to determine the County’s preparedness for a potential 
mass fatality event.  Based on the outcomes of these events and feedback gathered from partner agencies, ECHD 
created a Mass Fatality Response Plan.  The plan was presented to our partner agencies for review and comment, and 
was approved as an annex to the Erie County Emergency Management Plan.

ECHD also conducts and participates in numerous other drills, exercises, and training events to ensure our workforce 
is prepared at all times for an emergency response. In 2015, over 20 employees participated in functional exercises 
testing our response to a widespread pandemic with a high mortality rate. Several other community partners joined 
us at the health department to act out their role in the event including funeral directors, the American Red Cross, 
local businesses, and the Emergency Management Agency. ECHD also performs routine after-hours drills to ensure 
a rapid response from our staff in the event of a public health emergency. In 2015, successful response times on these 
drills were 100%. 
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Division of Environmental Health
During 2015 the Environmental Health Division actively engaged in public health inspections, investigations and 
health district trainings that support the 10 Essential Public Health Services.  Protecting public health, and our 
environmental resources remains our most critical obligation to the public we serve. 

Over the last year this division has sought out and received funding that has supported our goal to improve program 
services by meeting nationally recognized standards.  This effort has promoted a culture that is motivated to take on 
large public health challenges.  The Bay View Sewer project exemplifies how our focus on the elimination of public 
health nuisances can result in hugely positive outcomes.  

Moving forward we will continue our work to address Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB) on Lake Erie by seeking support 
for expansion of our existing water lab services.   The expansion of our current laboratory services will create a local 
presence on the Northwest shore of Lake Erie that will provide a regional resource for environmental raw water 
sampling that includes Harmful Algal Blooms. 

motivated to take on large public health challenges.  The Bay View Sewer project exemplifies how our focus 
on the elimination of public health nuisances can result in hugely positive outcomes.  

Moving forward we will continue our work to address Harmful Algal Blooms (HAB) on Lake Erie by 
seeking support for expansion of our existing water lab services.   The expansion of our current laboratory 
services will create a local presence on the Northwest shore of Lake Erie that will provide a regional 
resource for environmental raw water sampling that includes Harmful Algal Blooms. 

Food Protection

The Food Protection Program is the largest program in the Environmental Health Division, with a total of 
5,830 hours spent in 2015.  It comprises of a total of 806 licensed food service facilities that include 99 
vending locations. In addition, there are 140 seasonal facilities, including 60 mobile food establishments. 
The remaining 507 licensed facilities are your typical food service operations with annual or biannual 
inspections, such as restaurants, grocery stores, gas stations, schools, hospitals, nursing homes, and hotel 
kitchens. Besides the 806 licensed food facilities, our agency also inspected 121 Temporary Food Service 
Operations.  Temporary Food Services are licensed for one to five days and are typically seen at fairs, 
festivals, and sporting events.  

Sanitarians inspect for health and safety hazards, perform complaint inspections, and analyze the facility for 
potential risk factors and processes that may contribute to possible foodborne illnesses including: verifying 
that food comes from approved sources, appropriate personal hygiene, sanitized equipment or utensils, 

proper cooking temperatures, and proper cold/hot holding 
temperatures.  During inspections procedures and processes for 
preparing, cooking, and holding food are reviewed with the operators.  
This is done to ensure that the operator is educated and 
knowledgeable to provide food to the public in a safe and sanitary 
manner.  Additionally, we monitor and communicate with operators 
and establishments regarding recalled foods that may pose a risk to 
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Food Protection
The Food Protection Program is the largest program in the Environmental Health Division, with a total of 5,830 
hours spent in 2015.  It comprises of a total of 806 licensed food service facilities that include 99 vending locations. 
In addition, there are 140 seasonal facilities, including 60 mobile food establishments. The remaining 507 licensed 
facilities are your typical food service operations with annual or biannual inspections, such as restaurants, grocery 
stores, gas stations, schools, hospitals, nursing homes, and hotel kitchens. Besides the 806 licensed food facilities, our 
agency also inspected 121 Temporary Food Service Operations.  Temporary Food Services are licensed for one to five 
days and are typically seen at fairs, festivals, and sporting events.  

Sanitarians inspect for health and safety hazards, perform complaint inspections, and analyze the facility for potential 
risk factors and processes that may contribute to possible food-borne illnesses including: verifying that food comes 
from approved sources, appropriate personal hygiene, sanitized equipment or utensils, proper cooking temperatures, 
and proper cold/hot holding temperatures.  During inspections procedures and processes for preparing, cooking, and 
holding food are reviewed with the operators.  This is done to ensure that the operator is educated and knowledgeable 
to provide food to the public in a safe and sanitary manner.  Additionally, we monitor and communicate with operators 
and establishments regarding recalled foods that may pose a risk to health district residents. 

The food protection program has taken a proactive role in providing food safety 
training for food employees. In 2015, 88 food service employees received training 
in English and Spanish through our Level One Food Safety Course, and 63 food 
service employees received ServSafe Certification.  In 2015 the agency received grant 
funding from NACCHO (National Association of County and City Health Officials) 
for the food safety program, which brought $6,000 grant dollars to the food program 
for staff training, self-assessment and inspection standardization tools. This effort 
will ensure that our sanitarians will be performing inspections in a uniform and 
consistent fashion that fully protects public health.  
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health district residents. 

The food protection program has taken a proactive role in providing food safety training for food employees. 
In 2015, 88 food service employees received training in English and Spanish through our Level One Food 
Safety Course, and 63 food service employees received ServSafe Certification.  In 2015 the agency received 
grant funding from NACCHO (National Association of County and City Health Officials) for the food safety 
program, which brought $6,000 grant dollars to the food program for staff training, self-assessment and 
inspection standardization tools.    This effort will ensure that our sanitarians will be performing inspections 
in a uniform and consistent fashion that fully protects public health.  

Public Pool Spa and Special Use Program

The Environmental Health Division staff has oversight of over 159 public swimming pools and spas in the 
district. In 2015, sanitarians invested 369 hours in this program and performed 378 routine inspections and 
consultations.  During these visits, health department staff enforce regulations that focus on protecting the 
public’s health and safety which include items related to water quality, indoor air quality, equipment 
maintenance, and facility safety. The department also investigates and responds to potential recreational 
waterborne illnesses that may occur at these licensed facilities. The department assisted in the inspection and 
licensing of multiple newly constructed pool facilities.  In 2015, the department’s pool/spa program was 
found to be in good standing during a program audit that was conducted by the Ohio Department of Health.

The Environmental Health staff must take into consideration that each facility possesses unique factors 
which often influence how a facility operates including: environmental setting (indoor vs. outdoor), function 
of the facility (water park/hotel/school), and unique designs (special features). These factors are taken into 
consideration during inspections and discussed with pool/spa operators during inspections. Department staff 
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Public Pool Spa and Special Use Program
The Environmental Health Division staff has oversight of over 159 public swimming pools and spas in the district. In 
2015, sanitarians invested 369 hours in this program and performed 378 routine inspections and consultations.  During 
these visits, health department staff enforce regulations that focus on protecting the public’s health and safety which 
include items related to water quality, indoor air quality, equipment maintenance, and facility safety. The department 
also investigates and responds to potential recreational waterborne illnesses that may occur at these licensed facilities.  
The department assisted in the inspection and licensing of multiple newly constructed pool facilities.  In 2015, the 
department’s pool/spa program was found to be in good standing during a program audit that was conducted by the 
Ohio Department of Health.

The Environmental Health staff must take into consideration that each facility possesses unique factors which often 
influence how a facility operates including: environmental setting (indoor vs. outdoor), function of the facility (water 
park/hotel/school), and unique designs (special features). These factors are taken into consideration during inspections 
and discussed with pool/spa operators during inspections. Department staff also provides educational opportunities 
to operators of licensed pool/spa facilities to inform them any potential regulations changes or to discuss other 
emerging issues that are pertinent to their industry.  In 2015, field staff began using a new computer software system 
(HealthSpace) to enter inspection reports. Data retrieved from HealthSpace reports show that the most prevalent 
violations were associated with (1) inadequate water quality, (2) maintenance of equipment, and (3) maintenance of 
physical facilities at the pool.

also provides educational opportunities to operators of licensed pool/spa facilities to inform them any 
potential regulations changes or to discuss other emerging issues that are pertinent to their industry.  In 2015, 
field staff began using a new computer software system (HealthSpace) to enter inspection reports. Data 
retrieved from HealthSpace reports show that the most prevalent violations were associated with (1) 
inadequate water quality, (2) maintenance of equipment, and (3) maintenance of physical facilities at the 
pool.

Water Quality Programs

During the 2015 bathing beach sampling season the Erie County 
Health Department continued to sample 25 bathing beach locations 
four times per week starting May 18, 2015 and ending September 
3, 2015.  In 2015 our department collected 1,490 beach samples 
which was the most samples our agency has ever collected in a 
single year.  

Our agency was able to accomplish this program through grant 
funding from the Ohio Department of Health in the amount of 

$32,913 and the Erie County Community Foundation in the amount of $4,000.

We continue to run predictive models using weather data at Huron West (Nickel Plate Beach) and Vermilion 
West (Main Street Beach).  In 2015 we were able to predict the water quality results correctly at Huron West 
71% percent of the time and at Vermilion West 80% of the time.  Predictive models allow for same day 
results versus the traditional E. coli laboratory test which takes a minimum of 18 hours.  

The Erie County Health Department works with local political 
subdivisions, and the Erie Soil Water Conservation District to meet certain 
Environmental Protection Agency rules and regulations to protect 
watersheds and minimize the impact from stormwater runoff. Some activities 
we perform include the mapping of stormwater outfalls and catch basins, 
identification and correction of illicit discharges, and providing 
education to increase awareness on the impacts of stormwater.  We also assist the Erie Soil and Water 
Conservation District by helping the local political subdivisions complete these tasks so that jurisdictions 
throughout the county can meet stormwater regulation requirements. In 2015 we continued to work with the 
Erie County Auditor’s Office to release a mobile and web based application that will allow users to perform 
re-inspections on pipes in the stormwater system, this will be released in 2016.
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Water Quality Programs
During the 2015 bathing beach sampling season the Erie County Health Department 
continued to sample 25 bathing beach locations four times per week starting May 18, 
2015 and ending September 3, 2015. In 2015 our department collected 1,490 beach 
samples which was the most samples our agency has ever collected in a single year.  

Our agency was able to accomplish this program through grant funding from the Ohio 
Department of Health in the amount of $32,913 and the Erie County Community Foundation in the amount of $4,000.  

We continue to run predictive models using weather data at Huron West (Nickel Plate Beach) and Vermilion West 
(Main Street Beach).  In 2015 we were able to predict the water quality results correctly at Huron West 71% percent of 
the time and at Vermilion West 80% of the time.  Predictive models allow for same day results versus the traditional  
E. coli laboratory test which takes a minimum of 18 hours.  

The Erie County Health Department works with local political subdivisions, and the Erie 
Soil Water Conservation District to meet certain Environmental Protection Agency rules and 
regulations to protect watersheds and minimize the impact from storm water runoff. Some 
activities we perform include the mapping of storm water outfalls and catch basins, identification 
and correction of illicit discharges, and providing education to increase awareness on the impacts 
of storm water. We also assist the Erie Soil and Water Conservation District by helping the local political subdivisions 
complete these tasks so that jurisdictions throughout the county can meet storm water regulation requirements. In 
2015 we continued to work with the Erie County Auditor’s Office to release a mobile and web based application that 
will allow users to perform re-inspections on pipes in the storm water system, this will be released in 2016.

In April of 2015 our agency was the host of a regional workshop on Communications for Water 
Supplies.  This workshop was intended to unify our regional response from community stakeholders 
during a water emergency. The event was attended by utility operators, emergency responders 
and regulated entities.  The workshop exercise consisted of a scenario where a water supply was 
contaminated by toxins from a Harmful Algal Bloom.  

During the summer months in 2015 we had another severe Harmful Algal Bloom of microcystis that spread across the 
western basin of Lake Erie. 2015 was the largest algal bloom on record for Lake Erie according to National Oceanic 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). The bloom was concentrated west of the Lake Erie Islands and was not as 
noticeable on the shores of Erie County as it had previously been in 2011. On Kelleys Island we monitored the algal 
bloom closely and worked with the local water utilities to ensure the toxin produced 
by the bloom was not posing a risk to the drinking water on the island. Late July was 
the peak of the bloom around Kelleys Island where a highly visible layer of green was 
observed. Algal toxin samples were taken on the island from recreational waters on all 
sides of the island as well as some private drinking water wells.  Some recreational water 
samples were elevated with microcystin toxin, but all of the drinking water wells were 
negative for the toxin.  Monitoring and testing of drinking water and recreational waters 
for this harmful toxin will continue in 2016.  
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retrieved from HealthSpace reports show that the most prevalent violations were associated with (1) 
inadequate water quality, (2) maintenance of equipment, and (3) maintenance of physical facilities at the 
pool.
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In April of 2015 our agency was the host of a 
regional workshop on Communications for Water 
Supplies.  This workshop was intended to unify 
our regional response from community 
stakeholders during a water emergency.  The
event was attended by utility operators, 
emergency responders and regulated entities.  The 
workshop exercise consisted of a scenario where 
a water supply was contaminated by toxins from a Harmful Algal Bloom.  

During the summer months in 2015 we had another severe Harmful Algal Bloom of microcystis that spread 
across the western basin of Lake Erie.  2015 was the largest algal bloom on record for Lake Erie according to 
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  The bloom was concentrated west of the Lake Erie 
Islands and was not as noticeable on the shores of Erie County as it had previously been in 2011.  On Kelleys 
Island we monitored the algal bloom closely and worked with the local water utilities to ensure the toxin 
produced by the bloom was not posing a risk to the drinking water on the island.  Late July was the peak of 
the bloom around Kelleys Island where a highly visible layer of green was observed. Algal toxin samples 
were taken on the island from recreational waters on all sides of the island as well as some private drinking 
water wells.  Some recreational water samples were elevated with microcystin toxin, but all of the drinking 
water wells were negative for the toxin.  Monitoring and testing of drinking water and recreational waters for 
this harmful toxin will continue in 2016.  

Manufactured Home Park Inspection Program

In 2015, the Environmental Health Division continued to maintain a memorandum of understanding with the 
Ohio Manufactured Homes Commission to conduct inspections of 22 manufactured home parks in the 
district. Employees performed 22 inspections, and/or consultations in Erie County. This year we spent 32 
working hours in this program.

In 2015, the Erie County Health Department inspections identified issues related to property and building 
maintenance, solid waste storage and collection, water service line maintenance, sewage system operation 
and maintenance, and other issues related to public health and safety.
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In April of 2015 our agency was the host of a 
regional workshop on Communications for Water 
Supplies.  This workshop was intended to unify 
our regional response from community 
stakeholders during a water emergency.  The
event was attended by utility operators, 
emergency responders and regulated entities.  The 
workshop exercise consisted of a scenario where 
a water supply was contaminated by toxins from a Harmful Algal Bloom.  

During the summer months in 2015 we had another severe Harmful Algal Bloom of microcystis that spread 
across the western basin of Lake Erie.  2015 was the largest algal bloom on record for Lake Erie according to 
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  The bloom was concentrated west of the Lake Erie 
Islands and was not as noticeable on the shores of Erie County as it had previously been in 2011.  On Kelleys 
Island we monitored the algal bloom closely and worked with the local water utilities to ensure the toxin 
produced by the bloom was not posing a risk to the drinking water on the island.  Late July was the peak of 
the bloom around Kelleys Island where a highly visible layer of green was observed. Algal toxin samples 
were taken on the island from recreational waters on all sides of the island as well as some private drinking 
water wells.  Some recreational water samples were elevated with microcystin toxin, but all of the drinking 
water wells were negative for the toxin.  Monitoring and testing of drinking water and recreational waters for 
this harmful toxin will continue in 2016.  

Manufactured Home Park Inspection Program

In 2015, the Environmental Health Division continued to maintain a memorandum of understanding with the 
Ohio Manufactured Homes Commission to conduct inspections of 22 manufactured home parks in the 
district. Employees performed 22 inspections, and/or consultations in Erie County. This year we spent 32 
working hours in this program.

In 2015, the Erie County Health Department inspections identified issues related to property and building 
maintenance, solid waste storage and collection, water service line maintenance, sewage system operation 
and maintenance, and other issues related to public health and safety.
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In April of 2015 our agency was the host of a 
regional workshop on Communications for Water 
Supplies.  This workshop was intended to unify 
our regional response from community 
stakeholders during a water emergency.  The 
event was attended by utility operators, 
emergency responders and regulated entities.  The 
workshop exercise consisted of a scenario where 
a water supply was contaminated by toxins from a Harmful Algal Bloom.  

During the summer months in 2015 we had another severe Harmful Algal Bloom of microcystis that spread 
across the western basin of Lake Erie.  2015 was the largest algal bloom on record for Lake Erie according to 
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).  The bloom was concentrated west of the Lake Erie 
Islands and was not as noticeable on the shores of Erie County as it had previously been in 2011.  On Kelleys 
Island we monitored the algal bloom closely and worked with the local water utilities to ensure the toxin 
produced by the bloom was not posing a risk to the drinking water on the island.  Late July was the peak of 
the bloom around Kelleys Island where a highly visible layer of green was observed. Algal toxin samples 
were taken on the island from recreational waters on all sides of the island as well as some private drinking 
water wells.  Some recreational water samples were elevated with microcystin toxin, but all of the drinking 
water wells were negative for the toxin.  Monitoring and testing of drinking water and recreational waters for 
this harmful toxin will continue in 2016.  

Manufactured Home Park Inspection Program

In 2015, the Environmental Health Division continued to maintain a memorandum of understanding with the 
Ohio Manufactured Homes Commission to conduct inspections of 22 manufactured home parks in the 
district. Employees performed 22 inspections, and/or consultations in Erie County. This year we spent 32 
working hours in this program.

In 2015, the Erie County Health Department inspections identified issues related to property and building 
maintenance, solid waste storage and collection, water service line maintenance, sewage system operation 
and maintenance, and other issues related to public health and safety.
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Manufactured Home Park Inspection Program
In 2015, the Environmental Health Division continued to maintain a memorandum of understanding with the Ohio 
Manufactured Homes Commission to conduct inspections of 22 manufactured home parks in the district. Employees 
performed 22 inspections, and/or consultations in Erie County. This year we spent 32 working hours in this program.

In 2015, the Erie County Health Department inspections identified issues related to property and building maintenance, 
solid waste storage and collection, water service line maintenance, sewage system operation and maintenance, and 
other issues related to public health and safety.
 

Campgrounds Inspection Program
Erie County’s 17 campground facilities provide county residents and visitors the opportunity to connect with unique 
resources available in the form of multiple rivers, Sandusky Bay and Lake Erie. During 2015 Erie County Health 
Department Sanitarians performed 27 inspections totaling 70.5 hours spent in the program. This department, through 
a state licensure program, inspects R.V. Parks, Recreational Camps and Combined Park Camps. These inspections 
primarily focus on issues related to injury and disease prevention, such as disposal of solid or liquid wastes, protection 
of water used for drinking or cooking purposes and elimination of any hazardous conditions. During the past year, 
this department reviewed back flow prevention device requirements with our campground operators to ensure proper 
operation, design and placement to protect the main water supply from contamination. Our department continues to 
monitor plans that have been submitted by camp owners to address the removal of individual gray water drains. Gray 
water drains do not have the capability to properly treat black water (toilet) and gray water (sink/shower); therefore 
they pose a potential threat to surface and ground water resources.  
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Nuisance and Complaint Investigation Program
The Erie County Health Department nuisance program enforces the laws and regulations of the International Property 
Maintenance Code. We use this code to enforce, as well as educate, our community on violations that can lead to a 
public health nuisance. A wide variety of nuisances are inspected by this agency annually. In 2015 our department 
investigated 213 nuisance complaints. The type of nuisances investigated by this agency are typically the improper 
storage of garbage and bulky waste at homes and business,  vector complaints, interior and exterior housing complaints, 
loss of utilities, and sewage related complaints.

Rabies Control Program
This agency investigates all animal bites, scratches, and other exposures involving domestic, wild, and exotic species of 
mammals in Erie County.  The purpose of this program is to ensure that a person who has an exposure to one of these 
animals does not contract the rabies virus. The rabies virus infects the central nervous system and is fatal.  However, 
the disease is 100% treatable if treatment is given before the onset of symptoms. All animals quarantined in 2015 
survived the mandatory 10-day quarantine period and were not suspected of carrying the rabies virus.  Our office will 
send animal specimens to the Ohio Department of Health laboratory for rabies testing if the animal is considered high 
risk or was ill at the time the exposure occurred. All viable specimens tested in 2015 were negative for the rabies virus.  
One animal which was a bat came back inconclusive for rabies testing. Unfortunately, because of the condition of the 
animal a conclusive rabies test was not achievable, and the victim received post exposure treatments for the rabies 
virus as a precaution. 

Campgrounds Inspection Program

Erie County’s 17 campground facilities provide county residents and visitors the opportunity to connect with 
unique resources available in the form of multiple rivers, Sandusky Bay and Lake Erie. During 2015 Erie 
County Health Department Sanitarians performed 27 inspections totaling 70.5 hours spent in the program.
This department, through a state licensure program, inspects R.V. Parks, Recreational Camps and Combined 
Park Camps.  These inspections primarily focus on issues related to injury and disease prevention, such as 
disposal of solid or liquid wastes, protection of water used for drinking or cooking purposes and elimination 
of any hazardous conditions.  During the past year, this department reviewed backflow prevention device 
requirements with our campground operators to ensure proper operation, design and placement to protect the 
main water supply from contamination.  Our department continues to monitor plans that have been submitted 
by camp owners to address the removal of individual gray water drains.  Gray water drains do not have the 
capability to properly treat black water (toilet) and gray water (sink/shower); therefore they pose a potential 
threat to surface and ground water resources.  
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Rabies Control Program

This agency investigates all animal bites, scratches, and other exposures involving domestic, wild, and exotic 
species of mammals in Erie County.  The purpose of this program is to ensure that a person who has an 
exposure to one of these animals does not contract the rabies virus.  The rabies virus infects the central 
nervous system and is fatal.  However, the disease is 100% treatable if treatment is given before the onset of 
symptoms.  All animals quarantined in 2015 survived the mandatory 10-day quarantine period and were not 
suspected of carrying the rabies virus.  Our office will send animal specimens to the Ohio Department of 
Health laboratory for rabies testing if the animal is considered high risk or was ill at the time the exposure 
occurred.  All viable specimens tested in 2015 were negative for the rabies virus.  One animal which was a
bat came back inconclusive for rabies testing. Unfortunately, because of the condition of the animal a 
conclusive rabies test was not achievable, and the victim received post exposure treatments for the rabies 
virus as a pre-caution.  
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species of mammals in Erie County.  The purpose of this program is to ensure that a person who has an 
exposure to one of these animals does not contract the rabies virus.  The rabies virus infects the central 
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occurred.  All viable specimens tested in 2015 were negative for the rabies virus.  One animal which was a
bat came back inconclusive for rabies testing. Unfortunately, because of the condition of the animal a 
conclusive rabies test was not achievable, and the victim received post exposure treatments for the rabies 
virus as a pre-caution.  
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School Inspection Program
The purpose of this program is to improve school environmental health. The sanitarians from the health department 
perform indoor and outdoor inspections at the schools and make recommendations when a potential safety  
concern is observed. In 2015 the sanitarians performed 66 school safety inspections and spent 109 hours working  
in this program. All local private and public schools, learning centers, and vocation/career centers are inspected  
twice per year.   

Private and Commercial Sewage Inspection Program
The sewage treatment system (STS) program is comprised of private STS, small-flow 
STS and semi-public STS. The purpose of the STS program is to ensure all STS that are 
newly installed, repaired, altered, replaced or existing do not represent a significant 
contamination hazard for our surface water or groundwater. This is accomplished 
through inspections, education and enforcement of laws and regulations to protect 
health and ensure safety.  Inspections are used to ensure compliance, diagnose health 
concerns and investigate possible nuisances. Program education is provided through 
public meetings, site evaluations and one-on-one consultations with the public. 

During 2015 this department conducted 45 site reviews and issued 41 sewage permits for new, replacement or altered 
STS and 246 operational permits were issued for the semi-public program. The department obtained a grant in 
conjunction with the State of Ohio for a total of $245,000 to help low income property owners replace approximately 
25 failing STS.  
  
On June 1, 2015 the Erie County Health Department passed resolution 2015-02.  This resolution is geared toward the 
operation and maintenance of new and existing household sewage treatment systems in Erie County.  This resolution 
was passed in response to the Ohio Department of Health’s new household sewage treatment rules that were passed 
on January 1, 2015.  The purpose of this resolution is to provide operational oversight for STS newly installed, altered, 
or replaced after June 1, 2015.  Additionally, this legislation requires that existing household STS designed to discharge 
off-lot also be annually registered with this agency.  These types of systems have the greatest potential to discharge 
untreated or partially treated sewage to Lake Erie, ditches, streams, and storm sewers.  

 Private Sewage      Site Reviews    Semi-Public
 Permits Issued   41    Site Reviews Conducted 45 Operational Permits Issued 246
 Inspections  35    Phone Consultations 153 Inspections    289
 Re-Inspections  19    Other Consultations  20 Re-Inspections  5
 Phone Consultations 285      Phone Consultations  47
 Other Consultations 9       Other Consultations  20

School Inspection Program

The purpose of this program is to improve school environmental health.  The sanitarians from the health 
department perform indoor and outdoor inspections at the schools and make recommendations when a 
potential safety concern is observed.  In 2015 the sanitarians performed 66 school safety inspections and 
spent 109 hours working in this program.  All local private and public schools, learning centers, and 
vocation/career centers are inspected twice per year.

Private and Commercial Sewage Inspection Program

The sewage treatment system (STS) program is comprised of private STS,
small-flow STS and semi-public STS. The purpose of the STS program is 
to ensure all STS that are newly installed, repaired, altered, replaced or 
existing do not represent a significant contamination hazard for our
surface water or groundwater. This is accomplished through inspections, 
education and enforcement of laws and regulations to protect health and 
ensure safety.  Inspections are used to ensure compliance, diagnose health 
concerns and investigate possible nuisances. Program education is 
provided through public meetings, site evaluations and one-on-one 
consultations with the public. 

During 2015 this department conducted 45 site reviews and issued 41 sewage permits for new, replacement 
or altered STS and 246 operational permits were issued for the semi-public program.  The department 
obtained a grant in conjunction with the State of Ohio for a total of $245,000 to help low income property 
owners replace approximately 25 failing STS.    

On June 1, 2015 the Erie County Health Department passed resolution 2015-02.  This resolution is geared 
toward the operation and maintenance of new and existing household sewage treatment systems in Erie 
County.  This resolution was passed in response to the Ohio Department of Health’s new household sewage 
treatment rules that were passed on January 1, 2015.  The purpose of this resolution is to provide operational 
oversight for STS newly installed, altered, or replaced after June 1, 2015. Additionally, this legislation 
requires that existing household STS designed to discharge off-lot also be annually registered with this 
agency. These types of systems have the greatest potential to discharge untreated or partially treated sewage 
to Lake Erie, ditches, streams, and storm sewers.
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Solid Waste Program
The Erie County Health Department is approved by Ohio EPA to license and register solid waste facilities in Erie 
County. These solid waste facilities consist of compost facilities, landfills, and solid waste transfer stations. Most 
facilities require a quarterly inspection for compliance with solid waste rules. As an approved Health Department 
we can perform inspections and respond to complaints in a timely manner. In 2015, 25 standard inspections were 
performed at these facilities as well as several complaint inspections and on-site consultations.

The Erie County Health Department has also continued to partner with the City of Sandusky to inspect solid and 
bulky waste haulers who service the city. In 2015 our agency performed 30 inspections for six companies who are 
registered to haul solid waste in Sandusky City.

Tattoo and Body Piercing
Essential public health services addressed through this program include enforcement of the laws and regulations 
pertaining to tattoo and body piercing operations. The State of Ohio Tattoo and Body Piercing Rules mandate that 
these operations be inspected at least once per year.  During inspections sanitarians inform, educate, and empower 
the operators of the tattoo and piercing operations of changes in the rules and ensure that they are in compliance to 
operate in a safe and sanitary manner. During these interactions it is also verified that the operations are informing, 
educating, and empowering their clients about proper aftercare and infection prevention issues pertaining to the 
tattoo and piercing procedures that are undertaken in their shop.  Inspections are also used to diagnose and investigate 
health problems and health hazards in the community. The inspection process is a tool that the department uses to 
prevent health problems such as infections and disease transmission from developing in the community.  

 In 2015 the health department invested 46 hours in the tattoo and body piercing program spread between  
56 interactions with licensed operators and the public. The majority of that time was used to conduct comprehensive 
inspections of the nine permanently licensed operations in Erie County, and the five temporary operations that  
were a part of Ohio Bike Week. Additional time was used when performing complaint investigations, on-site 
consultations with operations, correspondence with operators and the community, performing plan review, and other 
administrative functions.  
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Vector Control Program
Sanitarians that are Certified Pest Control Applicators provide several methods for controlling disease vectors within 
the county. The vectors we aid in controlling are primarily mosquitoes and rats. Mosquitoes are controlled using a 
granular larvicide that can be hand applied to low lying areas that retain water for extended periods of time during 
the mosquito season. This product interrupts the life cycle of the larval form of the mosquito and prevents them from 
maturing into adult mosquitoes capable of feeding off of humans.  This product is only harmful to the targeted insect 
species and causes no adverse health reactions to people or pets.  

Ninety-seven pounds of larvicide were broadcast across 1,529,248 square feet 
(approximately 35 acres) of Erie County between June and September. The goal of 
larviciding is to help control mosquito populations to prevent mosquitoes borne 
diseases such as West Nile Virus and different forms of encephalitis. To control rat 
populations our agency uses rat bait that withstands harsh weather conditions which 
allows outside application in approved areas. The need to control rat populations is 
to prevent a wide variety of diseases that can be spread by these animals.  

 
Private Water System Program
Private homeowners who do not have access to a public water utility rely on a private 
water system like a hauled water storage tank, well, or cistern to provide water for 
their dwellings. These types of private water systems are permitted and regulated by 
our agency to ensure the systems are properly installed and capable of supplying safe 
potable water for consumption.  In 2015 only three permits were issued for private water 
systems. Upon request we do provide real estate inspections and bacterial sampling of 
existing water systems to ensure they meet current rules and standards.  Thirty-one 
potable drinking water samples were collected by our agency for bacterial testing.  

A majority of the time spent in this program is office activity including phone calls, records 
requests, and correspondence with property owners and contractors. In October, the 
Erie County Health Department partnered with the Ohio Rural Community Assistance 
Program (RCAP) to provide a well water education seminar to residents.  This program 
highlighted how property owners can properly operate and maintain their well water 
supply and how certain geological factors affect well water quality.
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private water systems.  Upon request we do provide real estate 
inspections and bacterial sampling of existing water systems to ensure 
they meet current rules and standards.  Thirty-one potable drinking 
water samples were collected by our agency for bacterial testing.  

A majority of the time spent in this program is office activity 
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property owners and contractors.   In October, the Erie County Health Department partnered with the Ohio 
Rural Community Assistance Program (RCAP) to provide a well water education seminar to residents. This 
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Division of Construction Programs
The Division of Construction Programs is designed to provide immediate response and solutions to our 
residential and commercial building industries. This division offers on-site training, assistance, consultations 
and inspections for residential plumbing, commercial plumbing and manufactured home installation 
inspections and the emerging “healthy homes” program, which works to eliminate lead poisoning, radon, 
mercury, mold, moisture and asthma triggers. 

In 2015, the division entered into contracts with Seneca County General Health District, Wyandot County 
General Health District and Kenton–Hardin Health Department to provide commercial plumbing inspections 
within those jurisdictions, this type of mutually beneficial agreement makes fiscal sense for all agencies. 
With the increased territory added to our jurisdiction it was necessary to implement new permitting software. 
Installation began in October 2015 and is expected to be completed and fully functional by July 2016. It will 
provide real time updates to the plumbing contractors on the status of permit applications and site 
inspections. The division continues to work with other county departments in the protection of the potable 
water system within Erie County. The staff in this division prides themselves on working with our 
communities using good governance and sound decision making.

The first Board of Health established in Erie County was on January 21, 1882. The multiple cholera 
epidemics combined with typhoid fever and small pox prior to 1882 established the need for the control of 
epidemic disease. Many of the diseases are associated with poor sanitation and water conditions. The 
plumbing system in a structure consists of two systems, drainage/venting and water supply. The 
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Division of Construction Programs
The Division of Construction Programs is designed to provide immediate response and solutions to our residential 
and commercial building industries. This division offers on-site training, assistance, consultations and inspections for 
residential plumbing, commercial plumbing and manufactured home installation inspections and the emerging “healthy 
homes” program, which works to eliminate lead poisoning, radon, mercury, mold, moisture and asthma triggers. 

In 2015, the division entered into contracts with Seneca County General Health District, Wyandot County General 
Health District and Kenton–Hardin Health Department to provide commercial plumbing inspections within those 
jurisdictions, this type of mutually beneficial agreement makes fiscal sense for all agencies. With the increased territory 
added to our jurisdiction it was necessary to implement new permitting software. Installation began in October 2015 
and is expected to be completed and fully functional by July 2016. It will provide real time updates to the plumbing 
contractors on the status of permit applications and site inspections. The division continues to work with other 
county departments in the protection of the potable water system within Erie County. The staff in this division prides 
themselves on working with our communities using good governance and sound decision making.

The first Board of Health established in Erie County was on January 21, 1882. The multiple cholera epidemics combined 
with typhoid fever and small pox prior to 1882 established the need for the control of epidemic disease. Many of the 
diseases are associated with poor sanitation and water conditions. The plumbing system in a structure consists of two 
systems, drainage/venting and water supply. The drainage/venting systems protect us from the disease causing waste and 
the water supply system ensures that the potable water delivered to the fixtures is safe for consumption. The plumbing 
program ensures the systems installed in structures comply with state codes, which protects the health of the citizens.

Plumbing Program
 2015 - Permits Issued 
 118 Commercial Plumbing Permits Issued
 82 Residential Plumbing Permits Issued
 45 Residential Water Heater Replacement Permits Issued
 245 Total Plumbing Permits Issued in 2015

 2015 - Revenue
 $107,342.00 Total Commercial Plumbing Permit Revenue
 $29,595.00 Total Residential Plumbing Permit Revenue
 $3,792.00 Payments for Backflow Services from Erie County Department of Environmental Services
 $8,500.00 Total Revenue from Contractor Registration & Continuing Education
 $149,229.00   Total Plumbing Program Revenue for 2015 

 2015 - Inspections Performed
 793 Commercial Plumbing Inspections Completed
 286 Residential Plumbing Inspections Completed
 195 Backflow Inspection Completed
 1,274 Total Plumbing & Backflow Inspections Completed in 2015
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2015 - Inspections Performed
793 Commercial Plumbing Inspections Completed
286 Residential Plumbing Inspections Completed
195 Backflow Inspection Completed

1,274 Total Plumbing & Backflow Inspections Completed in 2015
Miscellaneous Program Information

85 Plumbing Contractors Registered with Erie County Health Department
345 Trade Contractors Received Over 690 Hours of Education Training

1,857
2,486

246,733

Total Hours Invested in Plumbing Program Activities in 2015
Square Miles of Plumbing Inspection Territory Served (01/01/2016)
Total Population Served within the Plumbing Inspection Territory (01/01/2016)

Manufactured Home Installation Inspection Program
2015 - Permits & OMHC Seal Information

County Permits 
Issued

Final OMHC Placement 
Seals

Erie County 2 6
Huron County 2 2
Lorain County 8 8
Totals 12 16

Miscellaneous Program Information
$9,470.85 Total Permit Revenue in 2015

73 Total Hours Invested in Manufactured Home Installation Activities

Healthy Homes Program
Miscellaneous Program Information

60,554 Residents Informed Through Radio, TV, Newspaper or Staff Presentations
37 Hours Invested in Healthy Homes Activities - Excluding Radon & Lead Based Paint 

230 Total Hours Invested in Healthy Homes Activities for Erie County Residents
Lead Based Paint Hazard Control
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 Miscellaneous Plumbing Program Information
 85 Plumbing Contractors Registered with Erie County Health Department
 345 Trade Contractors Received Over 690 Hours of Education Training
 1,857 Total Hours Invested in Plumbing Program Activities in 2015
 2,486 Square Miles of Plumbing Inspection Territory Served (01/01/2016)
 246,733 Total Population Served within the Plumbing Inspection Territory (01/01/2016)

Manufactured Home Installation Inspection Program
 2015 - Permits & OMHC Seal Information
 County   Permits  Final OMHC
    Issued  Placement Seals
 Erie County  2  6
 Huron County  2  2
 Lorain County  8  8   
 Totals   12  16

 Miscellaneous Program Information
 $9,470.85 Total Permit Revenue in 2015
 73  Total Hours Invested in Manufactured Home Installation Activities

Healthy Homes Program
 Miscellaneous Program Information
 60,554 Residents Informed Through Radio, TV, Newspaper or Staff Presentations
 37 Hours Invested in Healthy Homes Activities - Excluding Radon & Lead Based Paint 
 230 Total Hours Invested in Healthy Homes Activities for Erie County Residents

 Lead Based Paint Hazard Control
 9 Public Health Lead Investigations Conducted on behalf of Ohio Department of Health
 96 Total Hours Invested in Lead Based Paint Activities
 
 Radon Testing & Education
 136 Radon Test Kits Distributed, 41 Received Results
 8 Homes Received Additional Testing with Continuous Radon Monitor
 18 Radon Outreach & Education Activities Conducted
 97 Total Hours Invested in Radon Testing & Education Activities

The surgeon general has reported that “preventing lead exposure among children has been estimated to improve their 
intelligence and behavior, resulting in increased earning potential and lower health care costs, which in turn results in 
economic benefits ranging from $110 to $319 billion dollars annually”. Radon is the 2nd leading cause of lung cancer 
in the United States. We recommend testing your home for radon initially, periodically and after any changes to the 
exterior envelope of the structure (new windows, siding, etc.).
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that the potable water delivered to the fixtures is safe for consumption. The plumbing program ensures the 
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345 Trade Contractors Received Over 690 Hours of Education Training

1,857
2,486

246,733

Total Hours Invested in Plumbing Program Activities in 2015
Square Miles of Plumbing Inspection Territory Served (01/01/2016)
Total Population Served within the Plumbing Inspection Territory (01/01/2016)

Manufactured Home Installation Inspection Program
2015 - Permits & OMHC Seal Information

County Permits 
Issued

Final OMHC Placement 
Seals

Erie County 2 6
Huron County 2 2
Lorain County 8 8
Totals 12 16

Miscellaneous Program Information
$9,470.85 Total Permit Revenue in 2015

73 Total Hours Invested in Manufactured Home Installation Activities

Healthy Homes Program
Miscellaneous Program Information

60,554 Residents Informed Through Radio, TV, Newspaper or Staff Presentations
37 Hours Invested in Healthy Homes Activities - Excluding Radon & Lead Based Paint 

230 Total Hours Invested in Healthy Homes Activities for Erie County Residents
Lead Based Paint Hazard Control

9 Public Health Lead Investigations Conducted on behalf of 
Ohio Department of Health

96 Total Hours Invested in Lead Based Paint Activities
Radon Testing & Education

136 Radon Test Kits Distributed, 41 Received Results
8 Homes Received Additional Testing with Continuous Radon Monitor

18 Radon Outreach & Education Activities Conducted
97 Total Hours Invested in Radon Testing & Education Activities

The surgeon general has reported that “preventing lead exposure among children has 
been estimated to improve their intelligence and behavior, resulting in increased earning 
potential and lower health care costs, which in turn results in economic benefits ranging 
from $110 to $319 billion dollars annually”. Radon is the 2nd leading cause of lung 
cancer in the United States. We recommend testing your home for radon initially, 
periodically and after any changes to the exterior envelope of the structure (new 
windows, siding, etc.).

Commented [EE3]: Add all trainings offered from all divisions 
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Contracts

Ability Works     Nursing Services
The Acuity Team    Recruitment Service/Fee Agreement
ADR & Associates   Feasibility Study – Berlin Heights – Sanitary Sewer Service
Ahlers Software    Family Planning – Data Entry Of CVR (Client Visit Record)
ARC (AIDS Resource Center)  AIDS Referrals
Athena Career Academy   Clinical Experience For Medical Students
Barton Associates    Locum Tenens Agreement – Clinician to Provide Services at the Erie County Community Health Center
Bayshore Counseling Services  Coordinate Three Separate Trainings for the Partners for Prevention Coalition of 
     Erie County and Provide Continuing Education Units
Bayshore Counseling   Drug & Alcohol Outreach & Counseling
Beckker, Kent    Environmental Impact Study Recommendations
Behavioral Health Consultants  Consultation, Assistance
Blank, Michael    Public Health Infrastructure (Medical Direction/Consult – Public Health Emergencies)
Bowling Green State University  Social Work Internship
Bureau of Workers’ Compensation  Workers’ Compensation
Case Western Reserve University  Clinical Experiences For Undergraduate and/or Graduate Students 
 Frances Payne Bolton 
 School of Nursing 
Centerprise, Inc. (HealthSource Ohio) Billing/Collection Services
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services Certified Application Counselor 
Chamberlain College of Nursing  Supervision Of Practical Learning & Clinical Experience 
City of Huron    Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination Monitoring Program
City of Sandusky    Solid & Bulky Waste Hauler Inspection Services
City of Sandusky    Wellness Outreach & Prevention
City of Sandusky    211 Services
City of Sandusky    Community Gardens
Cities of Sandusky, Huron & Vermilion Creating A Combined Health District
City of Vermilion    Health Assessments For Employees
Commission on Minority Health  Infant Mortality Prevention/Safe Sleep Program
CAC (Community Action Commission) Fruit & Veggie Club
April Davis, DMD   Provide Dentist Services
DentaQuest    On And Off-Site Dental Management Consultation
Dorn Foundation    Parent Chat – November 21, 2015
Eastern Michigan University/ Board of Regents Preceptor For Dietician Program
ECP (Electronic Commerce Processing) Claims Processing
Edison School District   Provide School Nursing Services
EHOVE Career Center   Provide School Nursing Services
W. Craig Eldridge, MD   Physician Services – Erie County Community Health Center
Craig Eldridge, MD   Meaningful Use Electronic Health Record (EHR)
Erie County Board of Health  Health Commissioner
Erie County Commissioners  Lead-Based Paint Hazard Control (HUD Funding)
Erie County Commissioners  General Dentistry – Jail Inmates
Erie County Commissioners  Provide Nursing Services At The Jail
Erie County Commissioners  Mobile Health Vehicle Lease
Erie County Commissioners  Occupancy & Maintenance
Erie County Commissioners  Ohio Telecom
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Erie County Commissioners  GIS (Geographical Information System)
Erie County Community Foundation 2015 Internship Initiative
Erie County Community Health Center  Referral Arrangement
and Erie County Health Department 
Erie County Court of Common Pleas –  Nursing & Medical Oversight at Erie County Jail and Erie County Juvenile Justice Center
 Juvenile Division/NOMS (Northern 
 Ohio Medical Specialists)/Erie 
 County Commissioners 
Erie County Department of Environmental  Reducing and/or Eliminating Potable Water Issues
 Services (DOES)
Erie County Health District  Plumbing Regulations
Erie County Juvenile Court – Judge DeLamatre Provide Nursing Services At The Juvenile Detention Center
Erie County Soil & Water Conservation District Provide Consultative Services for the Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination Program to the  
     Erie County Storm Water Program
Erie Metro Parks    Just Walk
Erie Shore Network   Community Health Education Sessions Weekly for One Year
Jennifer Erpenbeck, MSN, FNP  Meaningful Use Electronic Health Record (EHR)
Fairway Capital Recovery, LLC  Collection & Payment Programs
Family Health Services (Firelands  Oral Health/Dental Referrals 
 Regional Medical Center) 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Deployment Of Supplies & Medication
Federal Office of Rural Health Policy Rural Opioid Overdose Reversal Program
FDA (Food & Drug Administration) Food Safety Standardization
FDA (Food & Drug Administration) Travel To The 2016 National Conference
Firelands Animal Hospital   Veterinary Services
Firelands Montessori Academy  Provide School Nursing Services
Firelands Physician Group (DBA  Sexually Transmitted Disease Physician Services Provided By Dr. Blank
  Northcoast Professional Co.) 
Firelands Regional Medical Center   Kelleys Island Medical Center Public Health Outreach Clinic
Firelands Regional Medical Center  Patient Transfers To Firelands Regional Medical Center
Firelands Regional Medical Center  Prenatal Education
Firelands Regional Medical Center  Clinical Experience For Medical Students
 School of Nursing
Fisher-Titus Medical Center  Agreement To Provide Medical Care
Fulton County Health Department  BCCP (Breast & Cervical Cancer Prevention) Program
GBS (NextGen)    Immunization Hl7 Interface
GIS (Geographical Information System) Accurate & Current Geographical Information System
Goodwill Industries of Erie, Huron,  Employee Health Promotion And Prevention Services
 Ottawa & Sandusky Counties
Terry Griffith     Legal Services
Hardin County Board of Health  Enforcement of the Provisions of the Ohio Basic Building Code Relating to Plumbing 
     Within the Limits of Hardin County
Health Resources & Services Administration Outreach & Enrollment
 (HRSA) Health Center Program
Henderson, Ed    Conducting Electrical Inspections On Manufactured Home Installations
Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio Community Health Assessment
Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio Disaster Preparedness
Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio Project Coordinator Injury Prevention Older Adults
Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio Pathways Care Coordination (Breast Health Outreach)
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Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio Infant Mortality Assessment
Huron County Department of Job &  WIC Office Lease
 Family Services
Huron County General Health District Manufacturing Housing Inspection Fees
Huron School District   Provide School Nursing Services
Huron St. Peter School   Provide School Nursing Services
John Imm, MD    Physician Peer Review Services
Kalahari Resorts & Conventions  Infant Mortality Conference
Kelleys Island School   Provide School Nursing Services
Kent State University   Internship/Practicum Site Experience For College Of Public Health Students
Krafty, Richard    Smoke-Free Workplace Program
Kyle Knight Media   2016 Website Updates
Lab Corp    Lab Services 
Lamar Advertising   Advertising
LGS (Local Government Services)  Software – Financial Statements For Board Of Health
Lorain City Health Department  Manufactured Housing Inspection Fees
Lorain Community College  Clinical Experience For Medical Students
Lorain County Health Department  Manufactured Housing Inspection Fees
Lourdes College    Clinical Experience For Medical Students
Lucas County Regional Health District Ebola Operations Plan
Ronald Luchini, DDS   Dental Consultant & Direct Care Dentist
Ronald Luchini, DDS   Meaningful Use Electronic Health Record (EHR)
Margaretta Local Schools   Provide School Nursing Services
Margaretta Local Schools   Health Promotion & Prevention Services
Merritt Hawkins    Physician Recruitment – Erie County Community Health Center Family Practice Physician
Milan Village    Plumbing Services
NACHO (National Association of City &   Accreditation Support Initiative
 County Health Officials)
North Point Educational Services Center Provide School Nursing Services
Northern Ohio Medical Specialists (NOMS) Erie County Community Health Center – Specialty Care – OB/GYN (Treatment/Transfer)
Northern Ohio Medical Specialists (NOMS) OB/GYN/Women’s Health – Part Time Physician Services
Northern Ohio Medical Specialists (NOMS) Physician – Part Time Primary Care/Family Practice
Northern Ohio Medical Specialists (NOMS) Technical Training Support For NextGen Software
Northern Ohio Medical Specialists (NOMS) Erie County Jail/Juvenile Center Part-Time Physician Onsite
Northern Ohio Medical Specialists (NOMS) Implement The Centers for Disease Control & Prevention’s (CDC) STEADI (Stopping Elderly  
 Dr. Jeffery A. Garman, DO  Accidents, Deaths, & Injuries) Toolkit into his practice
Northern Ohio Recovery Association (NORA) Office Space For Alcohol And Drug Addiction Outpatient Services
Office of National Drug Control Policy Drug Free Communities Support (PFP)
Ohio Association of Community Health Centers Facilitate Clinical Education Placements and Training of Students in Federally Qualified   
     Health Centers
Ohio Commission on Minority Health Infant Mortality Prevention
Ohio Department of Health  Data Use & Services Agreement With University Of Pittsburgh
Ohio Department of Health  Chlamydia/Gonorrhea Screening Project – Sexually Transmitted Disease Medications Program
Ohio Department of Health   Complete Lead Investigations For Medicaid-Enrolled Children Whose Lead Levels Are   
 Child & Family Services  Between Five Micrograms/Deciliter & Ten Micrograms/Deciliter
Ohio Department of Health  Maternal & Child Health Block Grant
Ohio Department of Health  Beach Monitoring
Ohio Department of Health  Child & Family Health Services
Ohio Department of Health  General Revenue Fund – Uninsured Clients 
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Ohio Department of Health Ohio Infertility Prevention Project
Ohio Department of Health Medicaid Reimbursement
Ohio Department of Health Partners For Prevention
Ohio Department of Health Public Health Emergency Preparedness
Ohio Department of Health Reproductive Health And Wellness
Ohio Department of Health Reproductive Health And Wellness – Healthy Weight Collaborative
Ohio Department of Health Smoke-Free Workplace
Ohio Department of Health WIC Administration
Ohio Department of Health School Environment
Ohio Department of Health Injury Prevention Program
Ohio Department of Health Purchase Of Vaccines
Ohio Department of Health XRF Equipment – Performing Public Health Lead Investigations of Lead-Poisoned Children or any  
    Other Lead-Related Testing Services Required by the General Public
Ohio Department of Health Active monitoring & direct active monitoring of all travelers who reside within this jurisdiction and  
    have traveled to Ebola-affected countries
Ohio Department of Health  Lead risk investigations
Ohio Department of Health  Ryan White Part B Program offers people living with HIV/Aids to receive local medical care
Ohio Department of Human Services Paternity Enhancement – Vital Stats
Ohio Department of Medicaid Presumptive Eligibility Determination
Ohio Department of Public Safety Erie County Safe Communities
Ohio Environmental Protection Authority to conduct inspections, permit conditions, and guidance regarding semi-public 
 Agency (OEPA)  sewage disposal systems
Ohio Environmental Protection Implementation of National Pollutant Discharge System
 Agency (OEPA)
Ohio Manufactured Home  Annual Inspections of manufactured home parks
 Commission
Ohio University    Clinical experience for nursing and clinician students
Ohio University College of  Clinical experience for medical students
 Health Sciences
Ottawa County   Epi Stats
Ottawa County Board of  Contingent plumbing inspector services – back-up plumbing inspector
 Commissioners
Ottawa County Board of Health Beach Water Sample Testing
Otterbein College   Clinical experience for nursing students
Owens Community College Clinical experience for medical students
Perkins Local Schools  Registered Nurse oversight of school nursing program
QUEST Diagnostics  Lab Services
Raison Group (Business  Services to extend access to healthcare services – Erie County Community Health Center
 Development Consultants)
Raison Group   Prepare HRSA-16-076 Competing Supplement Application for oral health expansion
RCHN Community Health Foundation Infant Mortality Prevention
Susan Rice, MSN/WHNP  Women’s Health Services
Susan Rice, MSN/WHNP  Meaningful Use Electronic Health Record (EHR)
Sandusky Area Health Education Clinical experience for medical students
 Center (SAHEC)
Sandusky Career Center –   Clinical experience for medical students
 Sandusky City Schools
Sandusky City Schools  Provide school nursing services
Sandusky County Health Department Immunization Action Plan
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Sandusky County Health Department Plumbing Inspection Services for commercial projects
Sandusky/Erie County Community Foundation Dental Clinic Equipment
Sandusky State Theatre   Room Rental – Community Health Assessment Release
Sawmill Creek Lodge   Erie County Parent Symposium
Seneca County General Health District Enforcement of the provisions of the provisions of the Ohio Basic Building Code relating to  
     plumbing within the limits of Seneca County
Seneca County General Health District Implementation of Indoor Radon Project
Serving Our Seniors   Perform minor home safety modifications for adults aged 60 and older, who are residents 
     of Erie County
Serving Our Seniors   Oral Health Care Assistance in the 60+ age group who live in Erie County
Standard Care Agreement   Dr. Kaftan/Dr. Baxter/Jennifer Erpenbeck
Stautzenberger College   Student Externship – Dental Assistant Program
Stericycle Specialty Waste   Drug disposal services for Prescription Drug Take-Back Boxes
Sterling PC Maintenance Solutions  Server and workstation support and maintenance
Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Drug Free Communities – funds environmental strategies to reduce youth substance abuse  
 Administration (SAMSA)  and conducting alcohol compliance checks by the Erie County Sheriff ’s Office.
Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Drug Free Communities – funds environmental strategies to reduce youth substance abuse  
 Administration (SAMSA)   and conducting alcohol compliance checks by the Perkins Township Police Department.
Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Drug Free Communities – funds environmental strategies to reduce youth substance abuse  
 Administration (SAMSA)   and conducting alcohol compliance checks by the City of Sandusky Police Department.
Terra Community College   Clinical experience for medical students
Text4Baby    Mobile Information Services
Toledo United Way 2-1-1   211 Information & Referral
TransforMED    Patient-Centered Medical Homes
Tri-County SANE (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner) Provide acute care to victims of sexual assault – Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners
 /SART (Sexual Assault Response Team)
Tuscarawas County, Erie County, &   Deputization of vaccine-for-children providers of vaccines for children
 Ohio Department of Health
United Way of Greater Cleveland  Manage 211 service calls for Erie County
United Way of Greater Toledo  Cancel 211 service calls for Erie County
University of Pittsburgh   Data Use – RODS (Real-time Outbreak Disease Surveillance System – National Retail Data Monitor)
University of Toledo – College of Medicine Clinical experience for medical students
Vermilion Local Schools   Provide school nursing services
Vermilion Local School District  Vermilion Branch Office Lease
Vermilion St. Mary Catholic School  Provide school nursing services
Richard Visci, D.O.   Medical Director and provide colposcopy services
Richard Visci, D.O.   Provide independent mid-level oversight/collaboration for women’s health services
Volunteers of America (VOA)–Northwest Ohio Nursing services
Walden University   Clinical experience for medical students
WENS      Wireless Emergency Notification System
Wightman-Wieber Foundation  Healthy Smiles for Kids
Wentworth Technologies LLC  Software Application for Construction Programs Division
WSOS Community Action Commissioner Erie County Home Sewage Treatment System – new wastewater collection system   
     improvements project
Wyandot County Health District  Plumbing Inspection Services
YMCA of Greater Cleveland  Lease one room for Vermilion-on-the-Lake WIC Office
Zonta Club of Greater Sandusky  Make A Smile Dental Program
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Notes
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Chooses Healthy Living!


